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Who We Are 
The Southwest Florida Water Management 

District (District) manages the water resources 

for west-central Florida as directed by state law. 

The District encompasses roughly 10,000 

square miles in all or part of 16 counties and 

serves a population of nearly 5 million people. 

The goal of the District is to meet the water 

needs of current and future water users while 

protecting and preserving the water resources 

within its boundaries. 

A 13-member Governing Board oversees 

District activities. Members are unpaid 

volunteers appointed by the Governor and 

confrmed by the state Senate to set policy and 

administer the budget. 

District funding comes from voter-approved 

ad valorem property taxes, along with other 

intergovernmental sources. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southwest Florida Water Management District 

What We Do 
The District was established in 1961 as a 
flood protection agency. Since then, its 
responsibilities have grown to include managing 

the water supply, protecting water quality and 

preserving natural systems that serve important 

water-related functions. 

Water Supply 
Ensuring adequate water supplies 

for people, animals and the 

environment is central to the 

District’s mission. The District 
issues water use permits to ensure withdrawals 

from water bodies will not harm existing users, 

the water resources or the environment. The 
District also contributes funding and technical 

expertise to local governments for programs that 

conserve water and develop alternative water 

supplies. 

Flood Protection 
The District accomplishes flood 
protection through structural 

and nonstructural methods. 

Structural methods include the 

operation of 86 water control structures. 

Nonstructural methods include purchasing 

lands that store floodwaters, issuing permits to 

ensure new development does not cause 

flooding, and contributing funds and technical 
expertise to local governments for flood 
protection programs. 
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Water Quality 
Te District is actively involved 

in maintaining and improving 

the water quality within its 

boundaries. District permits 

require new developments to capture and treat 

polluted stormwater before it is released. Other 

water quality activities include various 

stormwater improvement projects, plugging 

abandoned wells and restoration of springs 

and other habitats that naturally filter water. 

Natural Systems 
Protecting water-related natural 

systems increases the District’s 

ability to carry out all of its 

responsibilities. To protect 

natural systems, the District purchases lands that 

store floodwaters, secure future water supply or 
serve other water-related functions. Additional 

protection methods include habitat restoration 

 and the establishment 

of minimum flows and 
levels for water bodies. 
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Southwest Florida 
Water Management District 

WATERMATIERS.ORG • l-800-423-1476 

Balancing Water Needs … Protecting Water Resources 

Southwest Florida Water 
Management District Offices 

Brooksville Headquarters 
2379 Broad Street 

Brooksville, FL 34604-6899 

(352) 796-7211 � 1-800-423-1476 (FL only)

Bartow Service Office 
170 Century Boulevard 

Bartow, FL 33830-7700 

(863) 534-1448 � 1-800-492-7862 (FL only)

Sarasota Service Office 
78 Sarasota Center Boulevard 

Sarasota, FL 34240-9770 

(941) 377-3722 � 1-800-320-3503 (FL only)

Tampa Service Office 
7601 Highway 301 North 
Tampa, FL 33637-6759 

(813) 985-7481 � 1-800-836-0797 (FL only)

VISAY 04-23-2020* 

The Southwest Florida Water Management District (District) does not discriminate 

on the basis of disability. This nondiscrimination policy involves every aspect of the 
District’s functions, including access to and participation in the District’s programs, 
services and activities. Anyone requiring reasonable accommodation, or would like 

information as to the existence and location of accessible services, activities, and 

facilities, as provided for in the Americans with Disabilities Act, should contact 
Donna Kaspari, Sr. Performance Management Professional, at 2379 Broad St., 

Brooksville, FL 34604-6899; telephone (352) 796-7211 or 1-800-423-1476 (FL only), 

ext. 4706; or email ADACoordinator@WaterMatters.org. If you are hearing or speech 

impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 

1-800-955-8771 (TDD) or 1-800-955-8770 (Voice). If requested, appropriate auxiliary 
aids and services will be provided at any public meeting, forum, or event of the

District. In the event of a complaint, please follow the grievance procedure located 

at WaterMatters.org/ADA. 
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