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Kracker Avenue Restoration 



•Complement and enhance previously restored coastal 
habitats at Schultz Preserve

• Provide 24.6 ac of various coastal habitats, including valuable 
fisheries habitats

•Butterfly garden

•Provide water quality improvements for the bay

•Ultimately the Site will be open for recreational use by the 
public

Project Objectives



Kracker Avenue Project Location



Kracker Avenue Project Site

• Consists of About 220 Fish Ponds on ~25-Acres



Kracker Avenue 1968 Aerial 



•Remove all non-native vegetation and demolish existing 
buildings

•Excavation and/or fill of fish farm ponds to create various 
coastal habitats including tidal marsh, freshwater 
ponds/wetlands, and uplands

• Install weirs and an energy dissipation structure

•Connect intertidal lagoon to mangrove marsh (NW corner) 
and Kracker Avenue ditch (SW corner of parcel). 

•Plant aquatic and upland plantings (the one-acre butterfly 
garden is to be planted by others)

•Three years of aquatic and upland vegetation  maintenance 
after construction is complete

Project Scope



Kracker Avenue Concept Plan



•Excess soils and demolition debris will be disposed of off site.

•Site access is on Kracker Avenue.  Traffic must be maintained, 
and the street restored at end of project.

•Accurate grade elevations are critical to provide tidal flushing 
and to ensure wetland vegetation success.  

•Kracker Avenue County ditch maintenance work (SW corner 
of project footprint) will be conducted by County.  Contractor 
will coordinate with the County so tidal marsh connection will 
follow ditch work.

Construction Considerations



Kracker Avenue Project Plans



Schultz Preserve

Access Details: 6038 Kracker Avenue, Gibsonton, Florida

Tampa Port Authority Parcel

Site Parking at 6038 Kracker
Avenue, Gibsonton, FL
• From US-41, turn (west) onto 

Kracker Avenue.  

• The destination gate is on the 
north side of Kracker Ave. about 
0.2 miles from US-41.

• There is a turn out/parking area 
off Kracker Avenue in front of 
the chain link gate.

• Walk in access only

• The site is bounded by a 
drainage ditch to the north, a 
fence near US-41 to the east and 
on the west, a large pond 
extends from Kracker Avenue 
almost to the north boundary.

• Please close but do not lock the 
gate when you leave

GATE



Schultz Preserve
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41

Site Visit Location:  6038 Kracker Avenue, Gibsonton, Florida

Tampa Port Authority Parcel

Directions to 6038 Kracker
Avenue, Gibsonton, FL from 
Tampa
From Tampa, travel south on I-75

• Take exit 250 ramp right for 
Gibsonton. Travel west on 
Gibsonton Drive for about 2.4 
miles 

• Turn left (south) on US-41 S/SR-
45 S.  Travel south about 2.4 
miles 

• Turn right (west) onto Kracker
Avenue.  

• The destination gate is on the 
north side of Kracker about 0.2 
miles from US-41 S.  A pull off 
area is available at the chain link 
gate. Walk in access only.

• Gates will be unlocked from 8:00 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

GATE



Schultz Preserve

Kracker Ave Fish 
Farm Parcel

U
S 

41

Site Visit Location:  6038 Kracker Avenue, Gibsonton, Florida

Tampa Port Authority Parcel

Directions to 6038 Kracker
Avenue, Gibsonton, FL From 
Manatee County
From Manatee County, travel north on 
I-75

• Take exit 246 County Hwy-672 exit 
toward Apollo Beach, keep left on 
ramp and turn left (west) onto Big 
Bend Road, travel about 1.8 miles 

• Turn right (north) on US-41 N/FL-
45.  Travel north about 1.5 miles 

• Turn left (west) onto Kracker
Avenue.  

• The destination gate is on the 
north side of Kracker about 0.2 
miles from US-41 S.  A pull off area 
is available at the chain link gate. 
Walk in access only.

• Gates will be unlocked from 8:00 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Approximate Property Line

GATE
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