
 
 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
West Permits Branch 
Tampa Section 
SAJ-2019-01203(NW-JLC) 
 
 
 
 
Jennette Seachrist 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 
2370 Broad Street 
Brooksville, FL  34604 
Sent via e-mail:  janie.hagberg@swfwmd.state.fl.us  
 
 
Dear Ms. Seachrist: 
 
      The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) assigned your application for a 
Department of the Army permit, which the Corps received on August 23, 2019, the file 
number SAJ-2019-01203.  A review of the information and drawings provided indicates 
that the proposed work would result in the restoration of a 1.5 mile stretch of the Weeki 
Wachee River by removing 26,200 cubic yards of sediment from 7.4 acres of the river 
channel and four sediment deposition areas.  The sediment will be hydraulically 
dredged from a barge to a depth of -5 feet below Mean Low Water, and the dredged 
material will be pumped to an upland dewatering area.  The project also includes 
temporary impacts to 1.2 acres of wetlands for the construction and operation of the 
dredged material treatment area.  The temporary impact area must be restored to pre-
impact conditions or greater. 
 
      The activities subject to this permit are authorized pursuant to authorities under 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. § 403), and Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344).  The project is located in the Weeki Wachee 
River, from approximately 750 feet downstream of the Shoal Line Blvd bridge to 
approximately 1,300 feet upstream of E Richard Drive, in Sections 29, 32 & 33, 
Township 22 South, Range 17 East, Weeki Wachee, Hernando County, Florida.  The 
dredged material will be temporarily stored and treated on county-owned property south 
of Cofer Road (28.538172°, -82.623413°). 
 
Approximate start:  (28.533742°, -82.629021°) 
Approximate end:  (28.529567°, -82.607792°) 
 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT  

P. O. BOX 4970 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA  32232-0019 

 
March 19, 2020 

mailto:janie.hagberg@swfwmd.state.fl.us
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      Your project, as depicted on the enclosed drawings, is authorized by Nationwide 
Permit (NWP) Number 27.  In addition, project specific conditions have been enclosed.  
This verification is valid until March 18, 2022.  Furthermore, if you commence or are 
under contract to commence this activity before the date that the relevant nationwide 
permit is modified or revoked, you will have 12 months from the date of the modification 
or revocation of the NWP to complete the activity under the present terms and 
conditions of this nationwide permit.  Please access the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' 
(Corps) Jacksonville District's Regulatory Internet page to access Internet links to view 
the Final Nationwide Permits, Federal Register Vol. 82, dated January 6, 2017, 
specifically pages 1983 to 2008, and the table of Regional Conditions.  The Internet 
page address is as follows:  http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.  
 
      Please be aware this Internet address is case sensitive and should be entered as it 
appears above.  Once there you will need to click on “Source Book” and then click on 
“Nationwide Permits.”  These files contain the description of the Nationwide Permit 
authorization, the Nationwide Permit general conditions, and the regional conditions, 
which apply specifically to this verification for NWP 27.  Enclosed is a list of the six 
General Conditions, which apply to all Department of the Army authorizations.  You 
must comply with all of the special and general conditions and any project specific 
condition of this authorization or you may be subject to enforcement action.  In the event 
you have not completed construction of your project within the specified time limit, a 
separate application or re-verification may be required. 
 
      The following special conditions are included with this verification: 
 
1.  Reporting Address:  The Permittee shall submit all reports, notifications, 
documentation and correspondence required by the general and special conditions of 
this permit to either (not both) of the following address:  
 

a) For electronic mail:  SAJ-RD-Enforcement@usace.army.mil (not to exceed 15 
MB). 

 
b) For standard mail:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Division, Special 

Projects and Enforcement Branch, P.O. Box 4970, Jacksonville, Florida 32232-
0019.  

 
The Permittee shall reference this permit number, SAJ-2019-01203(NW-JLC), on all 
submittals. 
 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx
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2. Commencement Notification:  Within 10 days from the date of initiating the work 
authorized by this permit the Permittee shall submit a completed “Commencement 
Notification” form (attached). 
 
3. Self-Certification:  Within 60 days of completion of the work authorized by this 
permit, the Permittee shall complete the attached “Self-Certification Statement of 
Compliance” form and submit it to the Corps.  In the event that the completed work 
deviates in any manner from the authorized work, the Permittee shall describe the 
deviations between the work authorized by this permit and the work as constructed on 
the “Self-Certification Statement of Compliance” form.  The description of any deviations 
on the “Self-Certification Statement of Compliance” form does not constitute approval of 
any deviations by the Corps. 
 
4. Cultural Resources/Historic Properties:   
 

a) No structure or work shall adversely affect impact or disturb properties listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or those eligible for inclusion in 
the NRHP.   

 
b) If during the ground disturbing activities and construction work within the permit 

area, there are archaeological/cultural materials encountered which were not the 
subject of a previous cultural resources assessment survey (and which shall 
include, but not be limited to: prehistoric or historic artifacts, pottery, modified 
shell, flora, fauna, human remains, ceramics, stone tools or metal implements, 
projectile points, dugout canoes, evidence of structures or any other physical 
remains that could be associated with Native American cultures or early colonial, 
early European, or American settlement), the Permittee shall immediately stop all 
work and ground-disturbing activities within a 100-meter diameter of the 
discovery and notify the Corps and the Florida Department of State, Division of 
Historical Resources, Compliance Review Section at (850)-245-6333 within the 
same business day (8 hours).  The Corps shall then notify the Florida State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and the appropriate Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer(s) (THPO(s)) to assess the significance of the discovery and 
devise appropriate actions.   

 
c) Additional cultural resources assessments may be required of the permit area in 

the case of unanticipated discoveries as referenced in accordance with the 
above Special Condition;  and if deemed necessary by the SHPO, THPO(s), or 
Corps, in accordance with 36 CFR 800 or 33 CFR 325, Appendix C (5).  Based 
on the circumstances of the discovery, equity to all parties, and considerations of 
the public interest, the Corps may modify, suspend or revoke the permit in 
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accordance with 33 CFR Part 325.7.  Such activity shall not resume on non-
federal lands without written authorization from the SHPO for finds under his or 
her jurisdiction, and from the Corps. 

 
d) In the unlikely event that unmarked human remains are identified on non-federal 

lands, they will be treated in accordance with Section 872.05 Florida Statutes.  
All work and ground disturbing activities within a 100-meter diameter of the 
unmarked human remains shall immediately cease and the Permittee shall 
immediately notify the medical examiner, Corps, and State Archaeologist within 
the same business day (8-hours).  The Corps shall then notify the appropriate 
SHPO and THPO(s).  Based on the circumstances of the discovery, equity to all 
parties, and considerations of the public interest, the Corps may modify, suspend 
or revoke the permit in accordance with 33 CFR Part 325.7.  Such activity shall 
not resume without written authorization from the State Archaeologist and from 
the Corps. 

 
5.  Assurance of Navigation and Maintenance:  The Permittee understands and 
agrees that, if future operations by the United States require the removal, relocation, or 
other alteration, of the structures or work herein authorized, or if in the opinion of the 
Secretary of the Army or his authorized representative, said structure or work shall 
cause unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation of the navigable waters, the 
Permittee will be required, upon due notice from the Corps of Engineers, to remove, 
relocate, or alter the structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to 
the United States.  No claim shall be made against the United States on account of any 
such removal or alteration. 
 
6.  Manatee Conditions:   
 

a) The Permittee shall comply with the “Standard Manatee Conditions for In-Water 
Work – 2011,” attached to this permit (attached).  

 
b) The Permittee shall assign dedicated observers for manatee observation during 

dredging activities. 
  
7.  Jacksonville District Programmatic Biological Opinion (JAXBO), November 
2017, Project Design Criteria (PDCs):  Work authorized under this permit must comply 
with all applicable PDCs, based on the permitted activity, as required by JAXBO.   
Please note that failure to comply with the applicable PDCs, where a take of listed 
species occurs, would constitute an unauthorized take, and noncompliance with this 
permit.  The NMFS is the appropriate authority to enforce the terms and conditions of 
JAXBO. The most current version of JAXBO can be accessed at the Jacksonville 
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District Regulatory Division internet webpage in the Endangered Species section of the 
Sourcebook located at:  
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/SourceBook.aspx 
   
Note - JAXBO may be subject to revision at any time.  The most recent version of these 
conditions must be utilized during the design and construction of the permitted work.  In 
accordance with the Endangered Species Act, and for those projects which do not 
comply with JAXBO, the Corps will seek individual consultation with the NMFS.   
 
Note - some authorized activities may deviate from the PDCs.  In cases where the 
activity (i.e., structure dimensions, length, etc.) deviates from the PDCs, the permit 
drawings shall supersede the PDCs.   
 
For each of the following authorized activities subject of this permit, the permittee shall 
adhere to the following PDCs, which are attached to, and made part of, this 
authorization: 
 
Activity 3 - Maintenance, Minor, and Muck Dredging: (AP.1-11; A3.1-4) 
 
8. Turbidity Barriers:  Prior to the initiation of any of the work authorized by this permit, 
the Permittee shall install floating turbidity barriers with weighted skirts that extend to 
within 1 foot of the bottom around all work areas that are in, or adjacent to, surface 
waters.  The turbidity barriers shall remain in place and be maintained until the 
authorized work has been completed and all suspended and erodible materials have 
been stabilized.  Turbidity barriers shall be removed upon stabilization of the work area. 
 
9. Dredged material Disposal:  The Permittee shall place all dredged material in a 
self-contained, upland disposal site as detailed on the attached document entitled, 
“Dredge Material Treatment Area.”  The Permittee shall maintain the upland disposal 
site to prevent the discharge of dredged material and associated effluent into waters of 
the United States. 
 
10. Temporary Wetland Impacts:  Within 30 days from the date of completing the work 
authorized by this permit, the Permittee shall restore 1.2 acres of temporary wetland 
impacts as detailed on the attached “Dredge Material Treatment Area Restoration Plan” 
to pre-existing contours, elevations, vegetation, habitat type, and hydrology. 
 
11. Fill Material:  The Permittee shall use only clean fill material for this project.  The fill 
material shall be free from items such as trash, debris, automotive parts, asphalt, 
construction materials, concrete block with exposed reinforcement bars, and soils 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/SourceBook.aspx
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contaminated with any toxic substance, in toxic amounts in accordance with Section 
307 of the Clean Water Act. 
 
12. Agency Changes/Approvals:  Should any other agency require and/or approve 
changes to the work authorized or obligated by this permit, the Permittee is advised a 
modification to this permit instrument is required prior to initiation of those changes.  It is 
the Permittee’s responsibility to request a modification of this permit from the Tampa 
Permits Section.  The Corps reserves the right to fully evaluate, amend, and approve or 
deny the request for modification of this permit. 
 
13.  Posting of Permit:  The Permittee shall have available and maintain for review a 
copy of this permit and approved plans at the construction site. 
 
      This letter of authorization does not give absolute Federal authority to perform the 
work as specified on your application.  The proposed work may be subject to local 
building restrictions mandated by the National Flood Insurance Program.  You should 
contact your local office that issues building permits to determine if your site is located 
in a flood-prone area, and if you must comply with the local building requirements 
mandated by the National Flood Insurance Program.   
 
      If you are unable to access the internet or require a hardcopy of any of the 
conditions, limitations, or expiration date for the above referenced NWP, please contact 
me by telephone at 813-769-7067 or by e-mail at Jessica.L.Cordwell@usace.army.mil.  
 
      Thank you for your cooperation with our permit program.  The Corps Jacksonville 
District Regulatory Division is committed to improving service to our customers.  We 
strive to perform our duty in a friendly and timely manner while working to preserve our 
environment.  We invite you to complete our automated Customer Service Survey at 
http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=regulatory_survey.  Please be aware 
this Internet address is case sensitive and you will need to enter it exactly as it appears 
above.  Your input is appreciated – favorable or otherwise.   

 
 
 
 

                                                                       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
                                                                       Jessica Cordwell 
                                                                       Project Manager 

mailto:Jessica.L.Cordwell@usace.army.mil
http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=regulatory_survey
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Enclosures: 
General Conditions 
Commencement Notification form 
Self-Certification form 
Project drawings 
Dredge Material Treatment Area 
Dredge Material Treatment Area Restoration Plan 
Manatee conditions 
JaxBO conditions 
Permit transfer form 
 
 
Copy furnished: 
gserviss@vhb.com  
 

mailto:gserviss@vhb.com


GENERAL CONDITIONS 
33 CFR PART 320-330 

 
1.  The time limit for completing the work authorized ends on March 18, 2022.   
 
2.  You must maintain the activity authorized by this permit in good condition and in 
conformance with the terms and conditions of this permit.  You are not relieved of this 
requirement if you abandon the permitted activity, although you may make a good faith 
transfer to a third party in compliance with General Condition 4 below.  Should you wish 
to cease to maintain the authorized activity or should you desire to abandon it without a 
good faith transfer, you must obtain a modification of this permit from this office, which 
may require restoration of the area. 
 
3.  If you discover any previously unknown historic or archeological remains while 
accomplishing the activity authorized by this permit, you must immediately notify this 
office of what you have found.  We will initiate the Federal and state coordination 
required to determine if the remains warrant a recovery effort of if the site is eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
4.  If you sell the property associated with this permit you must obtain the signature of 
the new owner in the space provided and forward a copy of the permit to this office to 
validate the transfer of this authorization. 
 
5.  If a conditioned water quality certification has been issued for your project, you must 
comply with the conditions specified in the certification as special conditions to this 
permit.  For your convenience, a copy of the certification is attached if it contains such 
conditions. 
 
6.  You must allow a representative from this office to inspect the authorized activity at 
any time deemed necessary to ensure that it is being or has been accomplished in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of your permit. 
 
 



Dated 9/18/2019 

COMMENCEMENT NOTIFICATION 

Within ten (10) days of initiating the authorized work, submit this form via electronic mail to 
saj-rd-enforcement@usace.army.mil (preferred, not to exceed 15 MB) or by standard mail 
to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Enforcement Section, P.O. Box 4970, Jacksonville, FL 
32232-0019. 

1. Department of the Army Permit Number:  SAJ-2019-01203(NWP-JLC)

2. Permittee Information:

Name:  __________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

3. Construction Start Date:  ______________________

4. Contact to Schedule Inspection:

Name:  __________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

______________________________ 
Signature of Permittee 

______________________________ 
Printed Name of Permittee 

______________________________ 
Date 

mailto:saj-rd-enforcement@usace.army.mil


SELF-CERTIFICATION STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 

Permit Number: SAJ-2019-01203(NW-JLC) 

Permittee’s Name & Address (please print or type):___________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number:____________________________________________________________ 

Location of the Work:___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Date Work Started:____________________ Date Work Completed:______________________ 

PROPERTY IS INACCESSIBLE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION:  YES ______ NO_______ 
TO SCHEDULE AN INSPECTION PLEASE CONTACT _______________________________  
AT __________________________ 

Description of the Work (e.g. bank stabilization, residential or commercial filling, docks, dredging, 
etc.):________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Acreage or Square Feet of Impacts to Waters of the United States: ______________________ 

Describe Mitigation completed (if applicable): ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe any Deviations from Permit (attach drawing(s) depicting the deviations):  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

I certify that all work, and mitigation (if applicable) was done in accordance with the limitations and 
conditions as described in the permit.  Any deviations as described above are depicted on the 
attached drawing(s). 

______________________________ 
Signature of Permittee 

______________________________ 
Full Name of Permittee (printed or typed) 

______________________________ 
Date 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this document is to provide details of the proposed Dredge Material Treatment Area (DMTA) 

for the Weeki Wachee River Restoration Project. The purpose of the DMTA is to provide a facility where the 

sediment hydraulically dredged from the river can be efficiently separated from the sediment/water mixture 

and temporarily stored. River water from the dredged material will be decanted and treated prior to its 

return to the system.  Dewatered sediment will be transported to an acceptable location off site.  

The plans (attached Sheets C2.00 and C5.01) and details are provided as a viable option for the DMTA 

system.  The contractor may propose an alternative DMTA that is subject to approval by the Southwest 

Florida Water Management District (District) and permitting agencies. An alternate DMTA design must be 

signed and sealed by a Florida Licensed Professional Engineer.  The contractor will be responsible for 

ensuring system performance to meet project specifications and permit requirements while maintaining 

erosion control, water quality, and public safety. 

CONTRACTOR SUBMITTALS 

The contractor will be required to prepare and obtain District approval of the following submittals: 

1. Maintenance of Traffic Plan  

2. Haul Route Plan 

3. Construction Schedule 

4. Erosion Control Plan 

5. Site Ingress/Egress Access Design (Soil Tracking Prevention) 

6. DMTA Plan 

7. Dredge Pipeline Plan 

8. Site Restoration Plan 

CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCING 

The proposed sequence of DMTA construction is as follows:  

1. Establish proper erosion control measures 

2. Clearing and grubbing 

3. Construct the DMTA 

4. Install and test dredge slurry and return water pipes 

5. Conduct river sediment removal. Excavate and remove sediment from DMTA to maintain 

capacity and transport sediment to offsite location(s) 

6. Maintain return water treatment and conveyance  

7. Complete dredging 

8. Disassemble dredge slurry and return water pipes 

9. Remove DMTA berms and regrade/restore site 

10. Stabilize DMTA site with vegetation or other measures 

11. Remove erosion control measures following site stabilization 
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EROSION CONTROL DEVICES 

The contractor will implement the erosion control measures outlined in the construction plans and permits, 

and the contractor will maintain those measures necessary to prevent, control, and abate erosion of the 

ground surface. The contractor will propose and seek approval of additional erosion control measures to 

address all sources of erosion that may occur depending on site conditions and/or contractor means and 

methods of construction.  The contractor will be required to prepare a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP) in accordance with 62-621.300(4)(a).  The contractor’s erosion control plan will clearly show the 

location and types of devices they will utilize to protect the site and surrounding areas from the effects of 

storm water runoff. At a minimum, the erosion plan will include a geo-textile fabric fence along the 

perimeter of the DMTA property, hay bales, woven fences, sediment pond(s), and dewatering features to be 

employed at the site. The contractor will not commence clearing, grubbing, grading, dredging, or other 

construction activities which may cause erosion until the erosion control plan is in place, and approved by 

the District. 

The contractor will construct and install all temporary and permanent erosion and sedimentation control 

features in accordance with the construction plans, technical specifications, approved SWPPP, and permits 

prior to any other work at the DMTA site. Erosion and sediment control measures such as berms, dikes, 

drains, sediment traps, sedimentation basins, grassing, sodding, mulching, hay bales, and silt fences will be 

properly installed and maintained until the completion of the work.   The contractor will be responsible for 

inspection and record keeping in accordance with the SWPPP. 

CLEARING AND GRUBBING 

The contractor will remove vegetation, improvements, or obstructions interfering with installation and 

development of the storage/dewatering site. The extent of site clearing will be limited to clearing those trees 

and brush necessary to access and utilize the staging/stockpile area to accommodate contractor’s 

operations as depicted on the approved plans. Debris such as vegetation, stumps, roots, rocks, garbage, 

etc., will be hauled to a landfill or other approved location on a regular basis by the contractor. 

DREDGE MATERIAL TREATMENT AREA 

The contractor is responsible for obtaining an approved design from a Florida Licensed Professional 

Engineer for the DMTA berm.  The contractor will provide a signed and sealed copy of the DMTA berm to 

the District for review and approval 15 days prior to the start of construction.  If the design varies from the 

requirements listed below, the contractor will notify the District.   

› The berm will be constructed from soils available on-site, if appropriate. If soil needs to be 

brought to the site for the berms it shall be a clayey sand (SC) type material with greater than or 

equal to 35% fines (Passing No. 200 sieve). The berm soils shall be compacted to a minimum of 

100% compaction of the soil's Modified Proctor maximum dry density.  

› All berm fill material will be approved by a Florida Licensed Professional Engineer.  

› The fill will be placed in lifts no thicker than 12 inches at or near optimum moisture content.  

› No fill will be placed and compacted at a moisture content of more than 5% wet of optimum 

moisture content. 
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› When top surface of berm becomes hard, it will be scarified to a depth of not less than 6 inches 

and moistened as necessary to provide good bonding before the next fill lift is placed. 

› The Contractor will perform in-place density tests and submit to District for approval.  

› Slopes and berms will be covered with performance turf grass.  

DREDGE SLURRY AND RETURN WATER PIPES 

The pipes conveying dredge material from the river to the DMTA and treated water from the DMTA back 

to the river will be constructed and placed by the contractor to meet, at a minimum, the requirements listed 

below, including the pipe inspection requirements.   

› The system will be designed so that adequate pump rates can be maintained throughout the 

treatment operation.  It is the contractor’s responsibility to ensure system performance as 

required to meet project requirements.   

› The design of pipe and pumping configurations will meet permit requirements and be signed and 

sealed by a Florida Licensed Professional Engineer.   

› The contractor will use pipe of adequate material and thickness that can withstand operating 

pressures produced by the pumps and must not leak for the entire length of the pipe from the 

dredge barge to the DMTA, as well as, from the DMTA back to the canal.   

› The pipes will be pressure tested for leaks at 10% above the proposed maximum pressure for the 

pipe system prior to operation. 

› The river water return pipe shall end in the canal and the return water shall discharge inside of a 

floating turbidity barrier. The deployment of the floating turbidity barrier shall comply with the 

Erosion and Sediment Control Measures (Attachment F of the permit application appended 

hereto). 

› Turbidity monitoring shall be conducted within the canal receiving the return water in compliance 

with the Turbidity Monitoring Plan (appended as Attachment F). The turbidity value outside the 

floating turbidity barrier and mixing zone shall be within 29 NTU of background for the canal site 

(0 NTU above background if return water is discharged directly to the river). Construction shall 

immediately cease, and the District notified, if the observed turbidity levels exceed the designated 

criteria. Return water turbidity levels must be within acceptable limits before the dredging can 

resume. 

OPERATION 

Once the DMTA is constructed and the pipes have been installed and tested, the dredging operation can 

commence upon approval by the District. The end of the sediment slurry pipe may be adjustable to allow 

for the discharge into the DMTA cells at different locations. The contractor may choose to continually 

remove the sediment during the dredging operation or may redirect the slurry pipe to the other cell when 

one DMTA cell is full. 

A backhoe or similar equipment will be used to remove the spoil. The spoil may be placed directly into lined 

trucks or placed in the stockpile area prior to hauling. Alternately, the dredge spoil may also be allowed to 

dewater some in the treatment cell before removal.  

The contractor will load dredged sediment into approved trucks, trailers or other vehicles which are 

constructed in such a manner as to prevent leakage or spillage onto the roads identified in the approved haul 
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route plan for disposal of the dredged sediment at the approved locations. The contractor will follow the 

approved haul route. Roadways will be cleared and cleaned of minor spillages, dirt and dust on a daily basis, 

using mechanized street sweepers as required and directed by the District. 

Debris unearthed during the dredging operations will be removed, transported and disposed of by the 

contractor in a timely manner. Debris will not be allowed to accumulate at the storage/staging site and will 

be hauled away a quickly as possible.  

MAINTENANCE 

The contractor will regularly inspect and repair the aspects of the erosion control, DMTA, and pipes to 

ensure they are functioning as design and approved. Specifically, the contractor will: 

› Repair or replace damaged components of the barrier system. 

› Remove sediment deposits when silt reaches a depth of 6” or half the height of the barrier, 

whichever is less. Dispose of sediments at a site arranged by the contractor and approved by the 

District. 

› Maintain sodded and vegetated areas of the staging/dewatering site. 

› Maintain the constructed berms throughout the entirety of the project to preserve the design 

dimensions.   

› Perform and log daily inspections of the entire berm perimeter for erosion, failure or excessive 

flow of liquids through the berm.  If the above listed are observed, then the contractor will stop 

dredging and notify the District.    

› Perform and log the findings of, daily inspections of their pipe over the entire length to observe if 

there are leaks. If leaks are present, then the Contractor must stop dredging and repair the leaks 

immediately before the dredging operation can continue. The District will be notified immediately 

by the contractor if leaks occur. 

› Maintain, at all times, the site in an orderly manner, not allowing for excessive stockpiles of debris 

and dredged materials to accumulate at the site. Dredged materials will be hauled to the 

approved locations as necessary to keep the project on schedule and comply with the permit and 

contract requirements. 

DEMOBILIZATION and RESTORATION  

Following the completion of the sediment removal project the dredging equipment will be demobilized, 

the DMTA removed and the site restored. The Contractor will, at a minimum, complete the following 

restoration at the site: 

› Remove the pipes, equipment and material brought in for contractor’s operations 

› Remove any fill material brought in to construct the DMTA and transport the fill to an approved 

location  

› Clear the site of all debris 

› Fill the temporary sediment ponds with approved soil material, return site to pre-existing 

elevations and grade the entire site to ensure proper drainage 

› Sod and seed all disturbed areas of the site 

› Maintain sodded/seeded areas for a period of six months beyond final completion of the project. 
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Replant areas as necessary 

› Restoration of the temporary storage/stockpiling/dewatering site will be completed by the 

contractor within 60 days of dredging completion.  

› Remove the temporary erosion control devices until within 30 days after final acceptance. 
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HERNANDO COUNTY PARCEL

SEDIMENT BARRIER (TYP.)

SEDIMENT

BARRIER

SEDIMENT

BARRIER

PROPERTY LINE (TYP.)
SOIL TRACKING PREVENTION DEVICE

(SEE EROSION CONTROL DETAILS SHEET)

NOTES:

1. ALL BERM SLOPES MUST BE SODDED AFTER GRADING OPERATIONS FOR EROSION

CONTROL AND STABILIZATION.  IT IS THE CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITY TO

MAINTAIN THE SOD UNTIL COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT.

2. DREDGE MATERIAL TREATMENT AREA SITE PLANS AND DETAILS REPRESENT THE

PERMITTED SYSTEM.   ANY CHANGES TO THE LOCATION OR CONFIGURATION OF

THE SYSTEM MUST BE APPROVED BY THE DISTRICT, COUNTY AND APPLICABLE

PERMITTING AGENCIES.

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING SYSTEM PERFORMANCE AS

REQUIRED TO MEET PROJECT REQUIREMENTS.  DESIGN OF DREDGE MATERIAL

AND TREATMENT AREA, PIPING AND PUMPING CONFIGURATIONS OTHER THAN

THAT SHOWN, HEREON SHALL MEET PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS AND BE SIGNED

AND SEALED BY A FLORIDA LICENSED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER.

4. ALL PIPING CONVEYING EITHER DREDGE SLURRY FROM THE RIVER TO THE

TREATMENT AREA, OR CONVEYING TREATED WATER FROM THE TREATMENT AREA

TO THE RIVER, SHALL BE PRESSURE TESTED AT A MINIMUM OF 80 PSI PRIOR TO

OPERATION.  THE PIPE SHALL BE MECHANICALLY RESTRAINED WHEN EXPOSED

ABOVE THE SURFACE (NOT BURIED).

5. CONTRACTOR TO SUBMIT PROPOSED PIPE SPECIFICATIONS TO DISTRICT PRIOR TO

CONSTRUCTION.

6. EXISTING CONDITIONS SITE TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOTECHNICAL INFORMATION IS

CURRENTLY BEING COLLECTED AND WILL BE INCORPORATED INTO THE 100%

PLANS.

7. CONTRACTOR TO FIELD LOCATE AND VERIFY EXISTING COMPONENTS OF

ABANDONED WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY.  NO EXCAVATION OF THESE

STRUCTURES AND COMPONENTS ARE ANTICIPATED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF

THE DMTA.

8. CONTRACTOR TO PROTECT ALL EXISTING UTILITIES, ABOVE AND BELOW THE

EXISTING GROUND SURFACE, DURING CONSTRUCTION AND DREDGING

ACTIVITIES.  THE INFORMATION FOR THE EXISTING UTILITIES WERE OBTAINED

FROM THE WEEKI WACHEE WWTP BYPASS PROJECT RECORD DRAWINGS,

HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA, DATED NOVEMBER 22, 2011.

9. CONTRACTOR TO MAINTAIN A 12 FT. WIDE ACCESS ROAD.  THE EXISTING ACCESS

ROAD WILL BE MAINTAINED DURING CONSTRUCTION AND PRODUCTION.  WHERE

THE EXISTING ROAD TERMINATES, CONSTRUCT A 12 FT WIDE STABILIZED ROAD

WITH 12 INCHES OF COMPACTED SANDY SOILS (AASHTO A-3 OR A-2-4 WITH NO

MORE THAN 15% FINES) AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS.

STAGING AND

STOCKPILE AREA

DREDGE MATERIAL

TREATMENT AREA 2

DREDGE SLURRY

PIPE TO

TREATMENT

AREAS

SLURRY OUTFALL PIPE 1

SLURRY

OUTFALL

PIPE 2

RISER

BOARD

STRUCTURE,

OUTFALL

PIPE & MES

RISER BOARD

STRUCTURE

12 FT WIDE

ACCESS ROAD

(SEE NOTE 9)

12 FT WIDE

ACCESS

ROAD

SINGLE FACE RISER BOARD STRUCTURE

(For informational purposes only)

TO BE RELOCATED

BY  OTHERS

SURFACE WATER

BOUNDARY LINE (TYP.)

TREATED WATER

PIPE TO RIVER

SURFACE WATER

BOUNDARY LINE (TYP.)

PREVIOUS STRUCTURES FROM

ABANDONED COUNTY WASTEWATER

TREATMENT PLANT WERE REMOVED.

COMPONENTS MAY STILL BE

PRESENT BELOW THE SURFACE

(SEE NOTE 6).

AREA 2 SLURRY

SHUT-OFF

VALVE

AREA 1 SLURRY

SHUT-OFF

VALVE
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ATTACHMENT F 
 
Erosion and Sediment Control Measures:  

The selected contractor shall furnish the necessary equipment, labor and materials and utilize 
appropriate means and methods of turbidity controls necessary and sufficient to ensure that the more 
restrictive and protective of the following are achieved at all times: (1) all applicable State water quality 
standards, as prescribed in Chapter 62-302.530, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), incorporated by 
reference, (2) the applicable environmental permit conditions, and (3) the stormwater and erosion 
controls shall be in accordance with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) Florida 
Stormwater Erosion and Sedimentation Control Inspector’s Manual. 

For all in-water work, the contractor shall install floating turbidity barrier around the dredge cutter head.  
Additionally, the contractor shall install floating turbidity barrier around any return water discharge 
locations. A moving mixing zone of 500 feet around the dredge is proposed.  

The contractor shall provide floating turbidity barriers with fabric that is flexible and of sufficiently fine 
mesh to prevent passage of suspended material through the fabric. The floating turbidity barriers shall 
extend to within a foot of the bottom, except in the areas with the potential for the presence of 
manatees the barriers shall be two (2) feet above the bottom. Any rips or tears that occur in the turbidity 
barrier material during use shall be repaired or replaced immediately by the contractor.  

The turbidity barriers shall possess floats of sufficient buoyancy to prevent the top of the barrier from 
submerging under any water and wind conditions. If the top of the barrier becomes submerged for any 
reason, the contractor shall suspend construction operations until the condition is corrected. 

The contractor shall provide and maintain an anchor system to secure the turbidity barrier in position. 
Attach weights to the barrier as necessary to keep the fabric at an angle to the vertical of 30 degrees or 
less.  Fabric material shall not be attached to the river or canal bottom. 

The contractor shall keep in place and maintain all barriers until the work is complete and turbidity levels 
return to the background levels based on the monitoring results. Upon completion of use, the contractor 
shall remove the turbidity barriers and associated items to an off-site upland location. 
 
Turbidity Monitoring Plan:  
 

1. The contractor shall conduct and record the results of turbidity monitoring appropriate to the 
conditions and at the locations, times, and frequencies specified below. A FDEP-approved Turbidity 
Monitoring Log will be provided to the contractor (attached as Appendix A).  

2. Flow direction can change with the tide. As such, the upstream location for background monitoring 
will always be in the direction the flow originates. Conversely, the downstream location for 
compliance monitoring will always be in the direction to flow is heading relative to the dredge 
equipment. 

3. Background Monitoring Location: At least 100 feet upstream of construction activities that may 
generate turbidity, in the middle of the river or canal, at mid- depth in the water column, and 
outside of any visible turbidity plume.  

4. Compliance Monitoring Location: Located in the river, downstream of construction, directly 
outside of the turbidity barriers, and within the densest portion of any visible plume.  If granted a 
mixing zone, the point of compliance, as well as the monitoring location, will be immediately 



 

2  

outside of the mixing zone boundary.  

5. Sampling Time:  During activities or environmental conditions that can generate construction-
related turbidity: Water samples for the turbidity measurement shall be collected beginning no 
sooner than one (1) hour after, and no later than two (2) hours after, construction activity 
commences (or as specified in the applicable environmental permit), and every four (4) hours 
thereafter until the work day ends. Water samples shall be collected at the same time(s) every 
work day according to this schedule. Any substantial deviation from this schedule must be 
approved by the appropriate regulatory agency, unless otherwise compelled by force majeure, in 
which case, an explanation must be provided verbally as soon as possible and in writing within 48 
hours of the deviation. 

6. Equipment: The turbidity monitoring equipment shall meet the specifications and be calibrated, 
maintained, repaired, and replaced according to the methods, procedures, and frequencies set 
forth in Chapter 62-160, F.A.C. 

7. Records Management: The individual conducting the turbidity monitoring shall transcribe the 
readings to the approved Daily Turbidity Monitoring Log form and sign and date the form at the 
close of each monitoring day. The notebook containing the signed and dated daily turbidity 
monitoring log forms shall be accessible at the construction site during the work day. 

8. The contractor shall submit quarterly monitoring data reports (Turbidity Monitoring Log forms), 
to FDEP and the District. Documents submitted shall contain the following information: 

1. Permit number 

2. Project name 

3. Dates of sampling and analysis 

4. A statement describing the methods used in collection, handling, storage and analysis of 
the samples 

5. A map indicating the sampling locations 

6. A statement by the individual responsible for implementation of the sampling program 
concerning the authenticity, precision, limits of detection and accuracy of the data. 

7. The monitoring reports will include the following information for each sample that is 
taken: 

a. Date and time of the day samples were taken 

b. Depth of the water body 

c. Depth of the sample 

d. Antecedent weather conditions 

e. Water level stage 

f. Direction of flow 

 
If at any time, monitoring reveals the turbidity level, at the compliance sampling station is greater than 29 
NTUs above the corresponding background sample in Class I or III receiving waters or greater than 0 NTU 
above background samples in receiving waters classified as OFW (Outstanding Florida Waters), 
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construction activities shall cease immediately and not resume until corrective measures have been taken 
and turbidity has returned to an acceptable level. Turbidity violations and corrective measures shall be 
documented in the monitoring reports.  The contractor must then notify the District Project Manager who 
then, shall notify the permitting agencies of the exceedance.  
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APPENDIX A 



 

1 

 

DAILY TURBIDITY MONITORING LOG 

Multiple work areas that may contribute to turbidity in receiving waters must be monitored separately. A 
site map depicting sampling locations must accompany the quarterly turbidity monitoring reports. 

 

Project Name: Permit No.: 

Collector Name: Collection Date: 

Meter/Sonde Identification No. 

 

Water Observations Weather Observations 

Water Level Stages  Temperature: 

Direction of Flow  
Conditions: 

Water Depth  
 

Activity Taking Place During Sampling Yes No 
Excavation or Filling within 50 ft radius of surface waters or wetlands?   
Please describe: 

Other In-Water Work? (e.g., dewatering; installing piling or forms; injecting concrete; sand 
blasting; painting) 

  

Please describe: 

Other Activity? (e.g., materials transfer; washdown; interim stabilization)   

Please describe: 

 

Turbidity Monitoring Data 

 
Background Location Description: 
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Compliance Location Description: 

A.M. 
Mid-Depth 

Mid-Day 
Mid-Depth 

P.M. 
Mid-Depth 

Collection Time       

Analysis Time       

Turbidity (NTU)       

Did Compliance Sample exceed 0 
NTUs in River or  29 NTUs in canals 
above Background Sample? 

 Yes* 
 No 

 Yes* 
 No 

 Yes* 
 No 

*If the turbidity water quality standard (0 NTU in River or 29 NTU in canals) is exceeded, please describe 
cause and corrective actions taken on reverse side of this form. Immediately stop activities contributing to 

turbidity and notify the SWFWMD Construction Manager and Permit Compliance Staff. 

Explanation of gaps in sampling activity (e.g., rained out, phased activity, etc.): 

Construction activity complete and slopes stabilized?   Yes   No 



 

2 

 

 

Statement of Authenticity 
I certify this test was performed as required by Chapter 62-160, F.A.C., conducted with an approved 
instrument calibrated in accordance with the appropriate FDEP-SOPs. The results are complete and accurate. 
Print Name: 

Signature: Date: 

 
 
Additional Comments:: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Explain turbidity water quality standard exceedance (>29 NTU above background for Class III or > 0 NTU above 
background for an Outstanding Florida Water (OFW)) and describe corrective actions taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dredged Material Treatment Area Restoration Plan 

Weeki Wachee River Restoration Project 

 

The Weeki Wachee River Restoration Project involves hydraulic dredging to remove excess 

sediment from the river. Sedimentation has been identified as an issue in the river.  

Accumulated sediments smother beneficial habitats and can limit manatee access.  The 

Southwest Florida Water Management District (District) is the lead entity implementing the 

sediment removal project.  Hernando County is partnering on the project by providing land to 

be used as the dredged material treatment area (DMTA). This property formerly contained a 

wastewater treatment plant (WWTP), that has since been demolished and replaced with a 

sewer line and lift station.   

A December 2019 site visit confirmed the existence of an isolated depressional feature on the 

site that would be considered “Waters of the United States” (WOTUS).  However, the 

depression appears to be man-made since it is not depicted on the National Wetland Inventory 

Maps It appears this area was scraped down to create fill that was used for the entrance road 

and WWTP pad, as historic aerial photography shows the clearing of the site, and the soils are 

noticeably altered. The area is highly disturbed and dominated by the nuisance species 

torpedograss (Panicum repens), with some sedges, broomsedge (Andropogon glomeratus) and 

groundsel tree (Bacchirus halimifolia) on the edges. The area was regularly mowed while the 

wastewater treatment plant was in operation but has become overgrown with the 

opportunistic species since the removal of the WWTP. 

The DMTA was redesigned to avoid the new lift station, sewer line, and man-holes, as well as to 

reduce impacts to this man-made wet area. (See the attached plan sheet for the latest site 

layout.) Portions of this WOTUS will be temporarily impacted during the project and are 

reflected on the attached Sheet Ex. 1.  

Following completion of the sediment removal project, site restoration will involve returning it 
to its original condition. The District’s Contractor will, at a minimum, complete the following 
restoration at the site: 

› Remove fill material brought in to construct the DMTA and transport the fill to 
an approved location  

› Clear the site of debris 

› Fill the temporary sediment ponds with approved soil material, return site to 
pre-existing elevations and grade the site to ensure positive drainage 

› Sod and seed disturbed non-WOTUS areas of the site 

› Maintain sodded/seeded areas for a period of six months beyond final 
completion of the project.  

› Restoration of the temporary storage/stockpiling/dewatering site will be 
completed by the contractor within 60 days of dredging completion.  
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STANDARD MANATEE CONDITIONS FOR IN-WATER WORK 
2011 

 
The permittee shall comply with the following conditions intended to protect manatees from direct project 
effects: 
 
 
a. All personnel associated with the project shall be instructed about the presence of manatees and 

manatee speed zones, and the need to avoid collisions with and injury to manatees.  The 
permittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for 
harming, harassing, or killing manatees which are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act.   

 
b. All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at "Idle Speed/No Wake” at all 

times while in the immediate area and while in water where the draft of the vessel provides less 
than a four-foot clearance from the bottom.  All vessels will follow routes of deep water whenever 
possible.   

 
c. Siltation or turbidity barriers shall be made of material in which manatees cannot become 

entangled, shall be properly secured, and shall be regularly monitored to avoid manatee 
entanglement or entrapment.  Barriers must not impede manatee movement.  

 
d. All on-site project personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence 

of manatee(s).  All in-water operations, including vessels, must be shutdown if a manatee(s) 
comes within 50 feet of the operation.  Activities will not resume until the manatee(s) has moved 
beyond the 50-foot radius of the project operation, or until 30 minutes elapses if the manatee(s) 
has not reappeared within 50 feet of the operation.  Animals must not be herded away or harassed 
into leaving.  

 
e. Any collision with or injury to a manatee shall be reported immediately to the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) Hotline at 1-888-404-3922.  Collision and/or injury 
should also be reported to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Jacksonville (1-904-731-3336) for 
north Florida or Vero Beach (1-772-562-3909) for south Florida, and to FWC at 
ImperiledSpecies@myFWC.com 
 

f. Temporary signs concerning manatees shall be posted prior to and during all in-water project 
activities.  All signs are to be removed by the permittee upon completion of the project.  Temporary 
signs that have already been approved for this use by the FWC must be used.  One sign which 
reads Caution: Boaters must be posted.  A second sign measuring at least 8 ½” by 11" explaining 
the requirements for “Idle Speed/No Wake” and the shut down of in-water operations must be 
posted in a location prominently visible to all personnel engaged in water-related activities.  These 
signs can be viewed at MyFWC.com/manatee. Questions concerning these signs can be sent to 
the email address listed above.  

 
 

mailto:ImperiledSpecies@myFWC.com�


 



Project Design Criteria (PDCs) Applicable to All Projects 

 

NOTE - You are required to comply with the following PDCs, which serve to address 
requirements pursuant to Section 7, Endangered Species Act (ESA) for those listed species and 
designated critical habitat under purview of the National Marine Fisheries Service Protected, 
Resources Division.  These PDCs are taken from the Programmatic Biological Opinion (PBO) 
referred to as JaxBO.  These criteria serve to address ESA requirements only, and additional 
conditions may be required to address other Federal laws, including the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act.  Authorization under this permit is 
conditional upon your compliance with all applicable PDCs, which are made part of this permit.  
You are reminded that you must complete the attached self-certification statement of 
compliance following completion of the authorized work.  Your statement of compliance does 
not obviate the need to satisfy all PDCs, including those requirements (e.g., such as structural 
dimensions and educational signs) that are observable post-construction, and those 
requirements (e.g., construction methods or procedures to be followed) that are not observable 
post-construction.  Please note that failure to comply with the applicable PDCs of this PBO, 
where a take of the listed species occurs, would constitute an unauthorized take, and it would 
also constitute noncompliance with this permit.  The NMFS is the appropriate authority to 
determine compliance with the terms and conditions of this PBO. 

AP.1. The applicant must agree to adhere to PDCs for In-Water Activities (provided below). 
 
AP.2. All projects involving the installation of piles or sheet piles shall follow the PDCs for In- 
Water Noise from Pile and Sheet Pile Installation (Section 2.2). This Opinion does not cover 
projects that use seismic surveys, low frequency sonar, explosions, and seismic air guns. 
 
AP.3. All projects proposed in or near areas with mangroves, seagrasses, corals, or hard 
bottom habitat must refer to PDCs for Mangroves, Seagrasses, Corals, and Hard Bottom for   
All Projects (provided below) to determine whether the project is covered under the Opinion 
and, if it is covered, to ensure it is sited, designated, and implemented following all of the 
PDCs in that section. 
 
AP.4. For every project, the USACE must determine if the project is located within: 

a) Smalltooth sawfish critical habitat limited exclusion zones (Section 2.1.1.1) 

b) Gulf sturgeon critical habitat migratory restriction zones (Section 2.1.1.2) 

c) Atlantic sturgeon critical habitat exclusion zone (St. Marys River) (Section 2.1.1.3) 

d) North Atlantic right whale educational sign zones (Section 2.1.1.4) 

e) U.S. Caribbean sea turtle critical habitat restriction zones (Section 2.1.1.5) 

f) Bryde’s whale exclusion zone (Section 2.1.1.6) 

 
Where the activity is excluded from the Opinion within a particular zone, the application must 
be processed under a separate consultation.  Where additional restrictions apply to activities 
within that zone, the USACE or other authorizing entity must ensure that the project meets 
the requirements for that zone. 
 
AP.5. This Opinion only covers new construction (i.e., installation, repair, replacement) and  
does not apply to after-the-fact consultations or enforcement actions handled by the Corps. 
 
AP.6. All activities must be completed during daylight hours. 
 



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Jacksonville District's Programmatic Biological 
Opinion (JaxBO) Project Design Criteria (PDCs) for In-Water Activities 

 
November 20, 2017 

 
1) (AP.7.) Education and Observation: The permittee must ensure that all personnel 

associated with the project are instructed about the potential presence of species 
protected under the ESA and the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). All on-site 
project personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the 
presence of protected species. All personnel shall be advised that there are civil and 
criminal penalties for harming, harassing, or killing ESA-listed species or marine 
mammals. To determine which species may be found in the project area, please 
review the relevant Protected Species List at: 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/protected_resources/section_7/threatened_endangered/in
dex.html 
 

2) (AP.8.) Reporting of interactions with protected species: 
a) Any collision(s) with and/or injury to any sea turtle, sawfish, whale, or sturgeon 

occurring during the construction of a project, shall be reported immediately to 
NMFS’s Protected Resources Division (PRD) at (1-727-824-5312) or by email to 
takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov and SAJ-RD-Enforcement@usace.army.mil.  

b) Smalltooth sawfish: Report sightings to 1-844-SAWFISH or email 
Sawfish@MyFWC.com 

c) Sturgeon: Report dead sturgeon to 1-844-STURG 911 (1-844-788-7491) or email 
nmfs.ser.sturgeonnetwork@noaa.gov 

d) Sea turtles and marine mammals: Report stranded, injured, or dead animals to 1-
877-WHALE HELP (1-877-942-5343). 

e) North Atlantic right whale: Report injured, dead, or entangled right whales to the 
USCG via VHF Channel 16. 

 
3) (AP.9.) Vessel Traffic and Construction Equipment: All vessel operators must 

watch for and avoid collision with species protected under the ESA and MMPA. 
Vessel operators must avoid potential interactions with protected species and 
operate in accordance with the following protective measures: 
 
a) Construction Equipment: 

i) All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at “Idle 
Speed/No Wake” at all times while operating in water depths where the draft 
of the vessel provides less than a 4-foot (ft) clearance from the bottom, and in 
all depths after a protected species has been observed in and has departed 
the area. 

ii) All vessels will follow marked channels and/or routes using the maximum 
water depth whenever possible. 

iii) Operation of any mechanical construction equipment, including vessels, shall 
cease immediately if a listed species is observed within a 50-ft radius of 

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/protected_resources/section_7/threatened_endangered/index.html
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/protected_resources/section_7/threatened_endangered/index.html


construction equipment and shall not resume until the species has departed 
the area of its own volition. 

iv) If the detection of species is not possible during certain weather conditions 
(e.g., fog, rain, wind), then in-water operations will cease until weather 
conditions improve and detection is again feasible. 
 

b) All Vessels: 
i) Sea turtles: Maintain a minimum distance of 150 ft. 
ii) North Atlantic right whale: Maintain a minimum 1,500-ft distance (500 yards). 
iii) Vessels 65 ft in length or longer must comply with the Right Whale Ship Strike 

Reduction Rule (50 CFR 224.105) which includes reducing speeds to 10 
knots or less in Seasonal Management Areas 
(http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pr/shipstrike/). 

iv) Mariners shall check various communication media for general information 
regarding avoiding ship strikes and specific information regarding right whale 
sightings in the area. These include NOAA weather radio, USCG NAVTEX 
broadcasts, and Notices to Mariners. 

v) Marine mammals (i.e., dolphins, whales [other than North Atlantic right 
whales], and porpoises): Maintain a minimum distance of 300 ft.  

vi) When these animals are sighted while the vessel is underway (e.g., bow-
riding), attempt to remain parallel to the animal’s course. Avoid excessive 
speed or abrupt changes in direction until they have left the area. 

vii) Reduce speed to 10 knots or less when mother/calf pairs or groups of marine 
mammals are observed, when safety permits. 

 
4) (AP.10.) Turbidity Control Measures during Construction: Turbidity must be 

monitored and controlled. Prior to initiating any of the work covered under this 
Opinion, the Permittee shall install turbidity curtains as described below. In some 
instances, the use of turbidity curtains may be waived by the USACE project 
manager if the project is deemed too minimal to generate turbidity (e.g., certain 
ATON installation, scientific survey device placement, marine debris removal) or if 
the current is too strong for the curtains to stay in place. Turbidity curtains 
specifications: 
 
a) Install floating turbidity barriers with weighted skirts that extend to within 1 ft of 

the bottom around all work areas that are in, or adjacent to, surface waters. 
b) Use these turbidity barriers throughout construction to control erosion and 

siltation and ensure that turbidity levels within the project area do not exceed 
background conditions. 

c) Position turbidity barriers in a way that does not block species’ entry to or exit 
from designated critical habitat. 

d) Monitor and maintain turbidity barriers in place until the authorized work has 
been completed and the water quality in the project area has returned to 
background conditions. 

e) In the range of ESA-listed corals (St. Lucie Inlet, Martin County south to the Dry 
Tortugas and the U.S. Caribbean) and Johnson’s seagrass (Turkey Creek/Palm 

http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pr/shipstrike/


Bay south to central Biscayne Bay in the lagoon systems on the east coast of 
Florida): 
 
i) Projects that include upland earth moving (e.g., grading to install a building or 

parking lot associated with a dock and seawall project), must install sediment 
control barriers to prevent any upland sediments from reaching estuarine or 
marine waters. 

ii) The turbidity curtain requirement cannot be waived for any project that moves 
or removes sediment (e.g., dredging, auger to create a pile, trenching to 
install a cableline). If turbidity curtains are not feasible in an area based on 
site conditions such as water current, high wave action, or stormy conditions, 
the project must undergo individual Section 7 consultation and is not covered 
under this Programmatic Opinion. 

 
5) (AP.11.) Entanglement: All turbidity curtains and other in-water equipment must be 

properly secured with materials that reduce the risk of entanglement of marine 
species (described below). Turbidity curtains likewise must be made of materials 
that reduce the risk of entanglement of marine species. 
 
a) In-water lines (rope, chain, and cable, including the lines to secure turbidity 

curtains) must be stiff, taut, and non-looping. Examples of such lines are heavy 
metal chains or heavy cables that do not readily loop and tangle. Flexible in-
water lines, such as nylon rope or any lines that could loop or tangle, must be 
enclosed in a plastic or rubber sleeve/tube to add rigidity and prevent the line 
from looping and tangling. In all instances, no excess line is allowed in the water. 

b) Turbidity curtains and other in-water equipment must be placed in a manner that 
does not entrap species within the construction area or block access for them to 
navigate around the construction area. 



 

Project Design Criteria (PDCs) specific to Activity 3 for Maintenance, Minor, and 
Muck Dredging 

 

A3.1.  Activities covered by this Opinion include: 

A3.1.1.   Maintenance dredging of existing areas such as canals, channels, basins, 

berths, marinas, boat slips, and areas around intake and discharge 

structures. Maintenance dredging will be limited to the depth and width 

previously authorized by the USACE or other regulatory authority such as 

FDEP or water management districts.  There is no size limit for maintenance 

dredging so long as it meets the previously authorized depth and width.  If 

the previous authorized depth is unknown, dredging is limited to -7.0 ft MLW 

including any advanced maintenance or overdredge. 

A3.1.2.   Minor dredging (non-maintenance) dredging as follows: 

A3.1.2.1. For dredging to accommodate vessel mooring at boat slips around docks and 

marinas, the size is limited to the minimum necessary to accommodate vessel 

mooring, not to exceed 5,000 ft².  The maximum allowed dredging depth 

(including overdredge) cannot exceed the depth of the adjacent navigational 

channel (i.e., controlling depth) or a maximum depth of -7 ft MLW. For 

projects located adjacent to federal channels (not within the dredged 

navigational channel), the dredging depth can exceed -7 ft MLW so long as it 

does not exceed the controlling depth of the federal channel. 

A3.1.2.2. For treasure hunting and salvage operations that use blowers, propeller 

deflectors, and suctioning devices, the size is limited to a total of 5,000 ft² and 

is limited to sandy areas only. 

A3.1.2.3. Minor dredging does not include dredging to create new navigational 

channels. 

A3.1.2.4. Minor dredging includes dredging to accommodate the placement of 

shoreline stabilization, outfall structures; boat ramps; upland cut boat ramps 

and basins; temporary platforms, fill, and cofferdams; and placement of 

erosion and scour control-measures.  This type of dredging is usually required 

to embed materials and/or to allow smooth transition of the work to the natural 

surrounding elevation. 

A3.1.3.   Muck Dredging, or removing accumulated organic to restore natural habitats 

and for water quality enhancement, as follows: 

A3.1.3.1. Muck dredging cannot be used to increase water depths to support 

navigation, access, or vessel mooring. 

A3.1.3.2. Dredging depths are limited to only that necessary to remove the muck layer 

down to natural sediments. 



 

 The following PDCs apply to all the activities described in PDC A3.1 above: 

 
A3.2.  This Opinion does not cover hopper dredging. 

 
A3.3.  With respect to the dredged material, all dredged material must be placed in an 

USACE-verified upland disposal site, EPA or USACE-designated open water disposal 
site, USACE Dredged Material Management Area, or USACE-approved beneficial use 
sites for mitigation or restoration, as long as it meets PDC A3.3.1-A3.3.3 below. 

 
A3.3.1.   The disposal sites shall employ erosion control measures such as upland 

erosion control, such as filtration or berms, or in-water turbidity curtains. 
A3.3.2.   Handling and storage of dredged material must be completed in a 

manner that prevents sedimentation, erosion, and turbidity during 

dewatering, overflow, transferring, and storage of the dredged material. For 

example, the overwater transfer of dredge material should either contain the 

dredged material and any water to prevent sedimentation or employ other 

methods, such as turbidity curtains in the marine environment, to ensure that 

any turbidity generated as the water is returned to the marine environment is 

contained.  If the applicant conducts sediment testing voluntarily or in 

compliance with other law, and such testing indicates high levels of 

contaminants in the sediments to be dredged, water from dewatering should 

not be released back into the marine environment. 

A3.3.3.   This Opinion does not cover the use of in-water disposal sites (e.g., beneficial 
use sites or ocean disposal sites) unless the use of the in-water disposal sites 
has previously undergone ESA-Section 7 consultation with NMFS for disposal of 
material at these locations.  If the applicant is seeking disposal in an in-water 
disposal location not previously consulted on by NMFS, then the entire project 
(both dredging and disposal) must be consulted on separately and is not 
covered under this Opinion. 

 
A3.3.4.   This Opinion applies to upland disposal of beach quality sand on beaches if 

placed above the existing MHW, if the grain size analysis indicates that the 
dredged sand is compatible with the existing beach sand, and if the sand 
placement does not change the existing waterward extension of the beach. 
Placement of beach sand on nesting beaches above MHW that may affect 
ESA-listed species is under the jurisdiction of the USFWS. 

 
  A3.4.  This Opinion does not cover dredging within the mapped and authorized federal  
           navigational channels (e.g., ICW, AIWW, GIWW, or harbors [e.g., Port Canaveral]).  
     Dredging outside of the mapped channel in the surrounding waters is covered. 

 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT TRANSFER REQUEST 

 
 

PERMIT NUMBER:  SAJ-2019-01203(NW-JLC) 
 
    When the structures or work authorized by this permit are still in existence at the time 
the property is transferred, the terms and conditions of this permit will continue to be 
binding on the new owner(s) of the property.  Although the construction period for works 
authorized by Department of the Army permits is finite, the permit itself, with its 
limitations, does not expire.   
 
    To validate the transfer of this permit and the associated responsibilities associated 
with compliance with its terms and conditions, have the transferee sign and date below 
and mail to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Enforcement Section, Post Office Box 
4970, Jacksonville, FL  32232-0019 or e-mail at saj-rd-enforcement@usace.army.mil.  
 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________ 
(TRANSFEREE-SIGNATURE)   (SUBDIVISION) 
 
___________________________________ _________ ____________ 
(DATE)      (LOT)  (BLOCK) 
 
       __________________________ 
___________________________________ (STREET ADDRESS) 
(NAME-PRINTED) 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
(MAILING ADDRESS) 
 
___________________________________ 
(CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE) 
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