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MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Southwest Florida Water Management District 
Recommended Minimum Flows for the Little Manatee River Virtual Public Workshop 

 
September 27th, 2023 

 
The Southwest Florida Water Management District (District) organized and facilitated a public 
workshop on proposed minimum flows for the Little Manatee River. The meeting was facilitated 
as a teleconference, using the Microsoft Teams videoconferencing application.  
 
The meeting was held from 5:30 PM to approximately 6:20 PM on September 27th, 2023.  
 
The meeting was advertised in the Florida Administrative Register and on the District’s website. 
Notifications concerning the event were distributed to local governments, other agencies, and 
stakeholder groups or representatives.  
 
Nineteen individuals participated in the meeting and are listed below.  
 
District Staff 
Mike Bray  XinJian Chen  Kristina Deak  Yonas Ghile   
Kym Holzwart  Tom Hyle  Doug Leeper  Randy Smith   
Adrienne Vinning Chris Zajac   
 
District Consultants 
Tony Janicki  Ray Pribble  Mike Wessell 
 
Others 
Jacki Champion Jacob Fenuccio David Glicksburg Natalie Kraft  
Angel Martin Brian Ruddeforth 
 
Mr. Doug Leeper, the District Minimum Flows and Levels Program Lead, opened the meeting by 
welcoming all participants and introducing the purpose of the meeting. He then introduced Ms. 
Kym Holzwart, a Lead Ecologist with the District, who provided general information on minimum 
flows development and requirements, and detailed information concerning the minimum flows 
proposed by the District for the upper and lower segments of the Little Manatee River.  
 
Mr. Leeper then facilitated a public input portion of the meeting, indicating that comments and 
inquiries regarding the proposed minimum flows could also be submitted in writing to the District 
via email or  through use of a public comments form on the Minimum Flows for the Little Manatee 
River page of the District website. 
 
 Mr. Brian Ruddeforth, the owner of  the Canoe Outpost on the Little Manatee River expressed 
support for the technical work used to develop the recommended minimum flows, noting 
particularly that he thought the proposed low-flow threshold component of the minimum flows 
would be expected to fully support recreation use of the river. Mr. Ruddeforth also asked about 
updates concerning discharge reporting at the U.S. Geological Survey’s Little Manatee River 
streamflow gaging station at U.S. Highway 301. District staff indicated they were not aware of any 
reporting issues associated with the gaging station, adding that the U.S. Geological Survey 
routinely collects supporting data and performs maintenance at gage sites to ensure accurate and 
timely data collection. 
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Mr. Angel Martin inquired about the utility of increasing the number of flow blocks to refine 
minimum flows for in-channel (i.e., within bank) flows. He also asked for confirmation that 
surface/groundwater interactions are minimal in the watershed. District staff noted that the 
number of blocks and criteria used for minimum flow determinations were considered sufficient 
and confirmed that surface/groundwater interactions within the watershed are minimal. With 
regard to surface/groundwater interactions, Mr. Martin noted that care should be taken when 
describing baseline conditions associated with minimum flow analyses so as not to infer that 
baseline conditions equate to baseflow to a river system. 
 
 Mr. Martin also indicated that besides changing sea level, which was discussed during the 
meeting, other factors such as long-term drought, availability of additional data, and development 
of new methods for setting minimum flows could all contribute to the identification of a future need 
to reevaluate minimum flows established for the river. District staff noted that natural rainfall 
variation, including drought, is considered in minimum flow development and implementation, and 
agreed that a variety of factors can be considered when identifying the need for minimum flow or 
level reevaluations.  
 
Finally, Mr. Martin identified himself as a former employee of the U.S. Geological Survey and 
noted that the local U.S. Geological Survey office could be contacted directly with any questions 
concerning data collection and reporting at the Little Manatee gage site. 
 
The meeting concluded at approximately 6:20 PM. 
 
The meeting agenda and slides presented during the meeting are provided below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mee�ng Agenda 
 



3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mee�ng Presenta�on 
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