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Final Agenda
GOVERNING BOARD MEETING

OCTOBER 24, 2023
9:00 AM

7601 US 301 North, Tampa, FL 33637
(813) 985-7481

All meetings are open to the public

» Viewing of the Board meeting will be available through the District’s website at
www.WaterMatters.org.

» Public input will be taken only at the meeting location.

» Public input for issues not listed on the published agenda will be heard shortly after the
meeting begins.

Pursuant to Section 373.079(7), Florida Statutes, all or part of this meeting may be conducted by means of
communications media technology in order to permit maximum participation of Governing Board members.

The Governing Board may take official action at this meeting on any item appearing on this agenda and on
any item that is added to this agenda as a result of a change to the agenda approved by the presiding
officer of the meeting pursuant to Section 120.525, Florida Statutes.

The order of items appearing on the agenda is subject to change during the meeting and is at the
discretion of the presiding officer.

Public Comment will be taken after each presentation and before any Governing Board action(s) except for
Governing Board hearings that involve the issuance of final orders based on recommended Orders
received from the Florida Division of Administrative Hearings.

Unless specifically stated, scheduled items will not be heard at a time certain.

The current Governing Board agenda and minutes of previous meetings are available at
WaterMatters.org.

Bartow Office Sarasota Office Tampa Office
170 Century Boulevard 78 Sarasota Center Boulevard 7601 Hwy 301 N
Bartow, Florida 33830 Sarasota, Florida 34240 Tampa, Florida 33637

(863) 534-1448 or 1-800-492-7862 (FL only)  (941) 377-3722 or 1-800-320-3503 (FL only)  (813) 985-7481 or 1-800-836-0797 (FL only)


mailto:ADACoordinator@WaterMatters.org
http://www.WaterMatters.org/ADA
https://www.watermatters.org/
https://www.watermatters.org

1. CONVENE PUBLIC MEETING
1.1 Call to Order

1.2 Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
1.3 Employee Recognition

14 Additions/Deletions to Agenda

1.5 Public Input for Issues Not Listed on the Published Agenda
2. CONSENT AGENDA

2.1 Finance/Outreach and Planning Committee: Knowledge Management: Promotion of District
Programs and Objectives Governing Board Policy

2.2 Finance/Outreach and Planning Committee: Office of Inspector General Performance
Measures

2.3 Resource Management Committee: Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels Priority List
and Schedule Update

24 Resource Management Committee: Final Tampa Bay Surface Water Improvement and
Management (SWIM) Plan (W020)

2.5 Resource Management Committee: FARMS — Wauchula Fresh, LLC (H820), Hardee County

2.6  Operations, Lands and Resource Monitoring Committee: Lake Panasoffkee Cattle Lease —
SWF Parcel No. 19-528-162X

2.7 Operations, Lands and Resource Monitoring Committee: Donation of Utility Easement to
TECO — Harney Canal, SWF Parcel No. 13-136-154X

2.8 Operations, Lands and Resource Monitoring Committee: Halpata Yellow Timber Harvest
Agreement

2.9 Regulation Committee: Water Use Permit No. 20 021121.000, Tampa Bay Water / South
Hillsborough County Production Well (Hillsborough County)

210 Regulation Committee: Water Use Permit No. 20 002332.009, Town of Lake Hamilton / Town of
Lake Hamilton (Polk County)

2.11 Executive Director's Report: Approve Fiscal Year 2024 Final Budget Hearing Minutes
2.12 Executive Director's Report: Approve Governing Board Minutes — September 26, 2023

3. FINANCE/OUTREACH AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
3.1 Discussion: Information Item: Consent Item(s) Moved to Discussion
3.2 Discussion: Action Item: Investment Strategy Quarterly Update

3.3 Discussion: Action Item: Knowledge Management: Industrial, Commercial & Institutional
Advisory Committee Policy

3.4 Discussion: Action Item: Development of Preliminary Budget for Fiscal Year 2025
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7.2

8.1

9.1

10.
10.1

10.2
10.3

Submit & File: Information Item: Budget Transfer Report

Submit & File: Information Item: Office of Inspector General Quarterly Update — July 1, 2023 to
September 30, 2023

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Discussion: Information Item: Consent Item(s) Moved to Discussion

Discussion: Action Item: Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority - Regional
Integrated Loop System Phase 3C Project — Third-Party Review (Q313)

OPERATIONS, LANDS, AND RESOURCE MONITORING COMMITTEE
Discussion: Information Item: Consent Item(s) Moved to Discussion
Discussion: Information Item: Hydrologic Conditions

REGULATION COMMITTEE

Discussion: Information Item: Consent Item(s) Moved to Discussion
Discussion: Action Item: Denials Referred to the Governing Board

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

Discussion: Information Item: Consent Item(s) Moved to Discussion
Discussion: Action Item: Affirm Governing Board Committee Actions
COMMITTEE/LIAISON REPORTS

Discussion: Information Item: Agricultural and Green Industry Advisory Committee
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Discussion: Information Item: Executive Director's Report

CHAIR'S REPORT

Discussion: Action Item: 2023 Employee Evaluation and 2024 Performance Goals for the
Executive Director and Inspector General

Discussion: Information Item: Chair's Report
Discussion: Information Item: Employee Milestones

ADJOURNMENT



GOVERNING BOARD OFFICERS,
COMMITTEES AND LIAISONS
Approved June 26, 2023

OFFICERS

Chair Ed Armstrong
Vice Chair Michelle Williamson
Secretary John Mitten
Treasurer Jack Bispham

OPERATIONS, LANDS AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

RESOURCE MONITORING

COMMITTEE CommITTEE
John Hall Ashley Bell Barnett
Kelly Rice Michelle Williamson
John Mitten James Holton
REGULATION FINANCE/OUTREACH AND
COMMITTEE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Dustin Rowland Jack Bispham
Robert Stern Joel Schleicher
Joel Schleicher Kelly Rice

* Board policy requires the Governing Board
Treasurer to chair the Finance Committee.

STANDING COMMITTEE LIAISONS

Agricultural and Green Industry Advisory Committee | Dustin Rowland

Environmental Advisory Committee | John Mitten

Industrial Advisory Committee | James Holton

Public Supply Advisory Committee | Robert Stern

OTHER LIAISONS

Central Florida Water Initiative | Ashley Bell Barnett

Springs Coast Steering Committee | Kelly Rice

Coastal & Heartland National Estuary Partnership Policy Committee | John Hall

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Policy Board | Joel Schleicher

Tampa Bay Estuary Program Policy Board | James Holton

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council | Vacant




Southwest Florida Water Management District Schedule of Meetings
Fiscal Year 2024

Governing Board Meeting
October 24, 2023 — 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office
November 14, 2023 — 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office
December 12, 2023 — 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office
January 23, 2024 - 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office
February 27, 2024 — 9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office
March 26, 2024 —9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office
April 23,2024 —9:00 a.m., Tampa Office
May 21, 2024 —9:00 a.m., Tampa Office
June 25, 2024 - 9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office
July 23, 2024 - 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office
August 27, 2024 —9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office
September 24, 2024 — 3:00 p.m., Tampa Office
Governing Board Workshop
November 14, 2023 — 9:30 a.m., Tampa Office
Governing Board Budget Hearing — 5:01 p.m., Tampa Office
2024 — September 10 & 24
Agricultural & Green Industry Advisory Committee — 10:00 a.m.
2023 — December 5
2024 — March 12, June 11, September 10
Environmental Advisory Committee — 10:00 a.m.
2023 — October 10
2024 — January 9, April 9, July 9
Industrial Advisory Committee — 10:00 a.m.
2023 — November 7
2024 — February 13, May 7, August 6
Public Supply Advisory Committee — 1:00 p.m.
2023 — November 7
2024 — February 13, May 7, August 6
Springs Coast Management Committee — 1:30 p.m.
2023 — October 25, December 6
2024 - January 10, February 21, May 22, July 10
Springs Coast Steering Committee —2:00 p.m.
2023 — November 8
2024 - January 24, March 6, July 24

Meeting Locations
Brooksville Office — 2379 Broad St., Brooksville, FL 34604
Tampa Office — 7601 US Highway 301 North, Tampa, FL 33637



Governing Board Meeting
October 24, 2023
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Item 1.1
CONVENE PUBLIC MEETING

October 24, 2023
Call to Order

The Board Chair calls the meeting to order. The Board Secretary confirms that a quorum is present. The
Board Chair then opens the public meeting. Anyone wishing to address the Governing Board concerning
any item listed on the agenda or any item that does not appear on the agenda should fill out and submit
a speaker's card. Comments will be limited to three minutes per speaker, and, when appropriate,
exceptions to the three-minute limit may be granted by the Chair. Several individuals wishing to speak on
the same issue/topic should designate a spokesperson.

Presenter:
Ed Armstrong, Chair



Item 1.2
CONVENE PUBLIC MEETING

October 24, 2023
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

An invocation is offered. The Board Chair conducts the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America.

Presenter:
Ed Armstrong, Chair



Item 1.3
CONVENE PUBLIC MEETING

October 24, 2023
Employee Recognition

Staff that have reached 20 or more years of service at the District will be recognized.

Presenter:
Ed Armstrong, Chair



Item 1.4
CONVENE PUBLIC MEETING

October 24, 2023
Additions/Deletions to Agenda

According to Section 120.525(2), Florida Statutes, additions to the published agenda will only be made
for "good cause" as determined by the "person designated to preside." Based upon that authority, the
Chair has determined that good cause exists to make certain changes to the agenda. These changes
are being made in order to permit the Governing Board to efficiently accomplish necessary public
business at this meeting and to reflect the items on the agenda that have been requested or suggested
to be deleted, revised, supplemented or postponed.

ADDITIONS: The items that have been added to the agenda were received by the District after
publication of the regular agenda. The Board was provided with the information filed and the District
staff's analyses of these matters. Staff has determined that action must be taken on these items prior to
the next Board meeting. Therefore, it is the District staff's recommendation that good cause has been
demonstrated and should be considered during the Governing Board's meeting.

Staff Recommendation:
Approve the recommended additions and deletions to the published agenda if necessary.

Presenter:
Brian J. Armstrong, P.G., Executive Director



Item 1.5
CONVENE PUBLIC MEETING

October 24, 2023
Public Input for Issues Not Listed on the Published Agenda

At this time, the Board will hear public input for issues not listed on the published agenda.

Presenter:
Ed Armstrong, Chair



Governing Board Meeting
October 24, 2023

2. CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and action will be taken by one motion,
second of the motion and approval by the Board. If discussion is requested by a Board member, that item(s)
will be deleted from the Consent Agenda and moved to the appropriate Committee or Report for consideration.
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2.12 Executive Director's Report: Approve Governing Board Minutes — September 26, 2023 ........ 101



Item 2.1
CONSENT AGENDA

October 24, 2023

Finance/Outreach and Planning Committee: Knowledge Management: Promotion of District
Programs and Objectives Governing Board Policy

Purpose
Request approval of the revised Promotion of District Programs and Objectives Governing Board Policy.

Background/History

Chapter 373.103(5) of the Florida Statutes grants authority to, “Expend, at the discretion of the governing
board, for purposes of promotion, advertisement, and improvement of the program and objectives of the
District, a yearly sum not to exceed 0.25 percent of the moneys collected by taxation within the District."

As discussed at the September 2023 Governing Board meeting, staff performed a review of the
Promotion of District Programs and Objectives Governing Board Policy and deemed it necessary to
update. The following are modifications made to the existing policy:

1. Deleted references to Basins.

2. Made minor language changes for clarification, such as adding the word “promotional” in front of
workshops, as workshops can be considered promotional or nonpromotional.

3. Reorganized activities into paragraphs with similar categorical purposes for clarification and to
facilitate proper treatment, such as moving “official dedication ceremonies” from paragraph 2 to
paragraph 1 and shifting “service pins or plaques” from paragraph 4 to paragraph 2.

4. Removed costs associated with Governing Board Meetings since the meetings are statutorily
required. Note, promotional items such as plaques and awards presented at the board meetings
will still be tracked as promotional.

5. Added items associated with:

o the purchase of token giveaway items branded with the District’s logo;

o purchase of paid announcements in multiple venues if it is desired to attract public attention
or awareness of the District’s program and objectives; and

o cost to secure and maintain a presence on selected social media platforms.

Benefits
Updating existing Governing Board Policies increases efficiencies and ensures organizational alignment.

Staff Recommendation:
Approve the Promotion of District Programs and Objectives Governing Board Policy as revised.

Presenter:
Melisa Lowe, Bureau Chief, Finance Bureau



GOVERNING BOARD POLICY

Southwest Florida Water Management District

Title: Promotion of District Programs and Objectives
Document Owner: Finance Bureau Chief

Approved By: Chair Effective Date: 10/24/2023
Supersedes: 01/01/1993

CONTENTS
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PURPOSE

To authorize and provide guidelines-on the expenditure of funds for the specific purposes of
promotion, advertisement, and improvement of District programs and objectives.

SCOPE
This Policy shall apply to-all personnel with the authority to expend District funds.

AUTHORITY
Chapter 373.103(5), Florida Statutes

The Statutory Authority promulgates the powers vested in the Governing Board and states,
“Expend, at the discretion of the governing board, for purposes of promotion, advertisement, and
improvement of the program and objectives of the district, a yearly sum not to exceed 0.25 percent
of the moneys collected by taxation within the district.”

DEFINITIONS
N/A

STANDARDS
N/A
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GOVERNING BOARD POLICY

Title: Promotion of District Programs and Objectives
Effective Date: 10/24/2023

Page 2 of 3

POLICY

In accordance with the limits established by Statute and Governing Board Policy, Procurement,
and the above cited statutory reference, District funds may be budgeted and expended for the
following activities or purposes:

1)

2)

S)

Governing Board, official dedication ceremonies, promotional workshops, and
conferences called for the purposes of discussing matters related to the District, with
authorized expenditures being for meeting facilities, meals and refreshments for Board,
staff, invited participants and press, and other incidental expenditures associated with the
occasion; provided that Board, staff and invited participants shall waive entitlement for
meal reimbursement authorized per Executive Director Procedure, Travel, when meals
are furnished.

Service appreciation plaques for Governing Board members upon completion of or during
term of appointment, and for other selected persons as‘approved by the Board for special
service; tokens of appreciation for employees, Governing Board members, or members of
the general public, such as service pins or plaques, for special service or public
recognition.

Purchase of token giveaway items branded with the District’s logo and other information
(e.g., rain gauges, pencils, etc.) distributed to the public to increase their awareness of the
District’s programs and objectives.

Purchase of paid public service advertisements in print, radio, broadcast, billboards, or
electronic media, designed to attract public attention or awareness of the District’'s
programs and objectives. This does not include statutorily required legal noticing.

Cost to secure and maintain a presence on selected social media platforms through public
service advertisements and boosted posts.

DISTRIBUTION
This Policy will be stored.in the designated Governing Board Policy Repository.

REFERENCES

Chapter 373.103(5), Florida Statutes
Governing Board Policy, Procurement
Governing Board Policy, Travel

Executive Director Procedure, Procurement
Executive Director Procedure, Travel

REVIEW PERIOD
This Policy will be reviewed every 3 years.

Template Effective Date 11/13/2019
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GOVERNING BOARD POLICY
Title: Promotion of District Programs and Objectives
Effective Date: 10/24/2023

Page 3 of 3
DOCUMENT DETAILS
Document Name Promotion of District Programs and Objectives
Formerly Known As N/A
Document Type Policy
Author(s) Finance Bureau Chief

Reviewing Stakeholder(s) | OGC staff, Finance staff

Document Owner Name Melisa Lowe

Document Owner Title Finance Bureau Chief

Review Period (in days) 1095

Span of Control Governing Board

Supersedes Date 01/01/1993

Effective Date 10/24/2023
APPROVAL
E.D. Armstrong, Il Date
Chair

Template Effective Date 11/13/2019
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Item 2.2
CONSENT AGENDA

October 24, 2023
Finance/Outreach and Planning Commiittee: Office of Inspector General Performance Measures

Background and Purpose

In accordance with the OIG Charter Governing Board Policy, the OIG shall have performance measures
defined by the Finance/Outreach & Planning Committee and approved by the Governing Board. After
Governing Board approval, these will be the performance measures which the OIG will report on at least
a semi-annual basis.

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends the Board approve the OIG performance measures.

Presenter:
Brian Werthmiller, Inspector General, Office of Inspector General
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Office of Inspector General FYE 9/30/2024 Performance Measures

Performance Measures — Non-Routine

Goal

Complete statutorily required 6-month status
report for any corrective actions as identified by
the Auditor General.

Submit to the Board 6 months from the Auditor General
report date.

Monitor and report to the Board as required by
policy the District’s response to Auditor General
recommendations not corrected by the 6-month
update.

Submit to the Board by September 2024.

Complete one audit as determined by the 2024
audit plan.

Submit to the Board by September 2024.

Appropriate time allocated to efforts resulting in
reporting to the Board.

65% of chargeable hours.

Performance Measures — Routine

Goal

Risk Assessment and audit plan.

Submit to the Board by January 2024.

Inspector General FY 2024 Annual Report.

Submit to the Board by September 2024.

Updates to the Finance/Outreach & Planning

Committee including IG performance measures.

Submit to the Board by the month following each quarter-
end.

14



Item 2.3
CONSENT AGENDA
October 24, 2023

Resource Management Committee: Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels Priority List and
Schedule Update

Purpose

To request approval of the District’'s 2023 priority list and schedule for the establishment of minimum
flows, minimum water levels and reservations (i.e., priority list) prior to submission to the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).

Background/History

Pursuant to Sections 373.036(7) and 373.042(3), Florida Statutes, the District is required to
annually update and submit its priority list to the DEP by November 15, for approval, and include the
approved priority list in the District's Consolidated Annual Report by March 1.

Staff presented a draft 2023 priority list to the District's Environmental Advisory Committee on July 11,
2023, and the Public Supply Advisory Committee on August 8, 2023. No changes to the draft priority list
were suggested during these committee meetings.

Staff subsequently presented the draft priority list to the Governing Board as a Submit & File Report item
at the August 22, 2023, Board meeting. The draft priority list was posted to the District website and staff
informed the DEP and other water management districts of its availability.

A public meeting for soliciting comment on the draft priority list was held on August 23, 2023 via the
internet using Microsoft Teams. A total of 19 individuals, including several District staff members,
participated in the meeting. No specific comments or recommendations concerning changes to the draft
priority list were provided during the public meeting.

On August 24, 2023, District staff met with DEP, South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD)
and St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) staff to discuss each district’s draft priority
list, with an emphasis on prioritized water bodies in the Central Florida Water Initiative (CFWI) area. No
changes to the District’s draft priority list or those of the SFWMD and SJRWMD were identified during
the meeting.

On September 1, 2023, District staff and staff from the SFWMD and SJRWMD facilitated a public
meeting to solicit input on each district’'s draft priority list generally, and to specifically solicit input on
prioritization of water bodies in the CFWI area. The meeting was held virtually on the internet using
Zoom software. A total of 65 individuals, including 21 members of the three district staffs, participated in
the meeting. No additions, deletions or schedule changes were identified for water bodies on the
District’s priority list or those of the other two districts.

Following the public meetings, District staff received a suggestion to consider minimum levels
establishment for Crescent Lake in Polk County. Based on evaluation of groundwater level trends in the
lake vicinity, which are relatively stable or increasing, staff did not identify a need for prioritization of
minimum flows development for Crescent Lake at this time.

15



Although no changes to the water bodies or schedule included in the draft 2023 priority list presented to
the Board in August 2023 have been made, the draft list has been updated to correct a single
typographic error associated with an included rule citation.

Follow-Up Activities

In accordance with the annual requirement in the Florida Statutes, the District's 2023 priority list
approved by the Governing Board will be submitted to DEP by November 15, 2023. At the request of
DEP, the priority list information will also be submitted to DEP in spreadsheet format to facilitate tracking
of minimum flows, minimum levels, and reservation establishment.

Following DEP approval, the 2023 priority list will be incorporated into the District's 2024 Consolidated
Annual Report that will be presented to the Board for consideration and approval in January and
February 2024, respectively.

Benefits

The 2023 priority list includes water bodies for which the District anticipates establishment, i.e., adoption
of minimum flows or minimum water levels and reservations by 2026. Once adopted, minimum flows and
levels and reservations are used to support regional water supply planning and District regulatory
programs.

Staff Recommendation:
Approve the District’'s Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels 2023 Priority List and Schedule for
submission to DEP for review and approval as required by Chapter 373, F.S.

Presenter:
Doug Leeper, MFLs Program Lead, Natural Systems & Restoration Bureau
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2023 Southwest Florida Water Management
District Priority List and Schedule for the
Establishment of Minimum Flows, Minimum
Water Levels and Reservations

Overview

Pursuant to Sections 373.036(7) and 373.042(3), Florida Statutes (F.S.), the Southwest Florida
Water Management District is required to annually update its priority list and schedule for the
establishment of minimum flows and minimum water levels, submit the updated list and schedule
to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) by November 15th for approval, and
include the approved list and schedule in the District's Consolidated Annual Report by March 15,
Minimum flows and minimum water levels are rules adopted by the state water management
districts or DEP that define the limit at which further withdrawals would be significantly harmful to
the water resources or ecology of the area. In addition to prioritized minimum flows and minimum
water levels, the priority list and schedule must include reservations proposed for establishment.
Reservations are rules that reserve water from use by permit applications, as necessary for the
protection of fish and wildlife or public health and safety.

The District prepared this 2023 priority list and schedule to address all relevant statutory
directives, and guidance concerning minimum flow, minimum water level and water reservation
prioritization included in Rules 62-40.473, and 62-40.474 within the State Water Resource
Implementation Rule (Chapter 62-40, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.) and in Rule 62-41.304
within the Regulation of the Consumptive Use of Water Rule (Chapter 62-41, F.A.C.) of the DEP
that address the Central Florida Water Initiative Area defined in Section 373.0465(2)(a), F.S.

Established Minimum Flows, Minimum Water Levels and Reservations

As of FY2023, District rules include minimum flows or minimum water levels for 203 water bodies
(Chapter 40D-8, F.A.C.) and reservations for 2 water bodies (Chapter 40D-2, F.A.C.). As listed
below, minimum flows or water levels are established for 126 lakes, 34 wetlands, 24 freshwater
and estuarine river segments, 10 springs or spring groups (including all first magnitude springs
and all second magnitude springs within the District that occur within state or federal lands
purchased for conservation purposes), 7 Upper Floridan aquifer (UFA) sites in the northern
Tampa Bay area, an UFA site in the Dover/Plant City area, and the UFA in the Most Impacted
Area of the Southern Water Use Caution Area. In addition, 128 minimum flow or level
reevaluations have been completed to confirm or support the revision or repeal of established
minimum flows or minimum water levels. As also listed below, reservations have been established
for Lake Hancock/Lower Saddle Creek and Morris Bridge Sink to support minimum flow recovery
in 2 rivers.

Water Bodies with Adopted and Effective Minimum Flow and Minimum Water Level
Rules, Including Those That Have Been Reevaluated

» Alafia River (upper segment)
= Alafia River (lower segment)/Lithia-Buckhorn Spring Group
= Anclote River (lower segment)
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Anclote River (upper segment)

Braden River (upper segment)

Chassahowitzka River/Chassahowitzka Spring Group (an Outstanding Florida Spring) and
Blind Spring (reevaluated)

Citrus County Lakes — Ft. Cooper, Tsala Apopka — Floral City, Inverness, and Hernando
Pools

Crystal River/Kings Bay Spring Group (an Outstanding Florida Spring)

Crystal Springs

Dona Bay/Shakett Creek System

Dover/Plant City Water Use Caution Area Minimum Aquifer Level

Gum Slough Spring Run/Group

Hernando County Lakes — Hunters (reevaluated), Lindsey (reevaluated), Mountain
(reevaluated), Neff (reevaluated), Spring, Tooke, Weekiwachee Prairie, Whitehurst

Highland County Lakes — Angelo, Anoka, Damon, Denton, Jackson (reevaluated), Little Lake
Jackson (reevaluated), June-in-Winter, Letta (reevaluated), Lotela (reevaluated), Placid,
Tulane, Verona

Hillsborough County Lakes — Alice (reevaluated), Allen (reevaluated twice), Barbara
(reevaluated), Bird (reevaluated twice), Brant (reevaluated twice), Calm (reevaluated), Carroll,
Charles (reevaluated), Church (reevaluated), Crenshaw, Crescent, Crystal (reevaluated
twice), Cypress (reevaluated), Dan (reevaluated), Deer (reevaluated), Dosson (reevaluated
twice), Echo (reevaluated), Ellen (reevaluated), Fairy [Maurine] (reevaluated), Garden,
Halfmoon (reevaluated), Hanna (reevaluated), Harvey (reevaluated twice), Helen
(reevaluated), Hobbs (reevaluated twice), Hooker, Horse (reevaluated), Jackson
(reevaluated), Juanita (reevaluated twice), Keene, Kell, Little Moon (reevaluated), Merrywater
(reevaluated twice), Mound, Platt, Pretty, Rainbow (reevaluated), Raleigh, Reinheimer,
Rogers, Round (reevaluated), Saddleback (reevaluated twice), Sapphire (reevaluated twice),
Starvation, Stemper (reevaluated), Strawberry (reevaluated), Sunset (reevaluated twice),
Sunshine (reevaluated twice), Taylor (reevaluated), Virginia (reevaluated twice), Wimauma
(reevaluated)

Hillsborough County Wetlands — Cypress Bridge 32 (reevaluated), Cone Ranch 1
(reevaluated), Cone Ranch 2 (reevaluated), Cone Ranch 3 (reevaluated), Cone Ranch 4
(reevaluated), Cone Ranch 5 (reevaluated), Cone Ranch 6 (reevaluated), Eldridge Wilde 11
(NW-44) (reevaluated), Morris Bridge Clay Gully Cypress (MBR-88) (reevaluated), Morris
Bridge Entry Dome (MBR-35) (reevaluated), Morris Bridge Unnamed (MBR-16) (reevaluated),
Morris Bridge X-4 (MBR-89) (reevaluated)

Hillsborough River (lower segment) (reevaluated)

Hillsborough River (upper segment)

Homosassa River/Homosassa Spring Group (an Outstanding Florida Spring) (reevaluated)
Levy County Lake — Marion (reevaluated)

Marion County Lakes — Bonable, Little Bonable, Tiger

Myakka River (lower segment)

Myakka River (upper segment)

Northern Tampa Bay — 7 Wells — Upper Floridan aquifer/Saltwater Intrusion

Pasco County Lakes — Bell, Big Fish (reevaluated), Bird, Buddy (reevaluated), Camp
(reevaluated), Clear (reevaluated), Crews, Green, Hancock (reevaluated), lola, Jessamine,
King, King [East], Linda, Middle, Moon (reevaluated), Padgett (reevaluated), Parker aka Ann,
Pasadena (reevaluated), Pierce (reevaluated), Unnamed #22 aka Loyce

Pasco County Wetlands — Cross Bar Q-1 (reevaluated), Cross Bar T-3 (reevaluated), Cypress
Bridge 4 (reevaluated), Cypress Bridge 16 (reevaluated), Cypress Bridge 25 (reevaluated),
Cypress Creek W-56 (G) (reevaluated), Cypress Creek W-11 (reevaluated), Cypress Creek
W-12 (reevaluated), Cypress Creek W-17 (reevaluated), North Pasco 3 (reevaluated), North

2

18



Pasco 21 (reevaluated), South Pasco 2 (NW-49) (reevaluated), South Pasco 6 (NW-50)
(reevaluated), South Pasco South Cypress (reevaluated), Starkey Central (reevaluated),
Starkey Eastern (S-73) (reevaluated), Starkey M (S-69) (reevaluated), Starkey N
(reevaluated), Starkey S-75 (reevaluated), Starkey S-99, Starkey Z (reevaluated)

Peace River (lower segment) (reevaluated twice)

Peace River (middle segment)

Peace River (three upper segments — "low" minimum flows)

Pinellas County Wetland — Eldridge Wilde 5

Pithlachascotee River (lower segment)

Pithlachascotee River (upper segment)

Polk County Lakes — Annie, Aurora, Bonnie, Clinch (reevaluated), Crooked (reevaluated),
Crystal, Dinner, Eagle (reevaluated), Easy, Eva, Hancock, Lee, Lowery, Mabel, McLeod
(reevaluated), North Lake Wales, Parker (reevaluated), Starr (reevaluated), Venus, Wailes
(reevaluated)

Rainbow River/Rainbow Spring Group (an Outstanding Florida Spring)

Shell Creek (lower segment)

Sulphur Springs

Sumter County Lakes — Big Gant, Black, Deaton, Miona, Okahumpka, Panasoffkee
Southern Water Use Caution Area — Upper Floridan aquifer

Tampa Bypass Canal

Weeki Wachee River/Weeki Wachee Spring Group (an Outstanding Florida Spring)

Water Bodies with Adopted and Effective Reservation Rules

= Lake Hancock/Lower Saddle Creek (water reserved to contribute to achieving minimum flows
adopted for the three upper segments of the Peace River for the protection of fish and wildlife)
= Morris Bridge Sink (water reserved to contribute to achieving or maintaining minimum flows
adopted for the lower segment of the Hillsborough River for the protection of fish and wildlife)

Prioritized Water Bodies for Establishment or Reevaluation of Minimum
Flows and Minimum Water Levels

Minimum flows and minimum water levels proposed for establishment or reevaluation through
2026 are listed by water body name in tabular form below. The single reservation prioritized for
reevaluation during this period is also listed below.

System name is provided for each water body to distinguish waterbodies that may be part of a
larger system. All currently prioritized waterbodies are, however, sufficiently distinct so the
waterbody name and system name are the same. Water body type, i.e., lake, river, river-estuary,
spring, or aquifer is identified along with water body location information. Spring magnitude, based
on flow rate is provided for the single prioritized spring system.

District intent regarding completion of voluntary, independent, scientific peer review is also
identified for each water body. Voluntary scientific peer review is proposed for minimum flows
development or reevaluation for all prioritized river segments and the single prioritized minimum
aquifer level reevaluation based on the expected level of complexity of these minimum flows and
levels, and the anticipated degree of public concern regarding their development. None of the
prioritized lake minimum levels are expected to be subjected to voluntary scientific peer review,
based on anticipated use of previously peer-reviewed criteria for their development.
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Prioritized water bodies that may be affected by withdrawals occurring in other water management
districts, i.e., are potentially subject to cross-boundary impacts, including those specifically
associated with withdrawals from within the Central Florida Water Initiative area, are identified to
support coordination of regulatory activities among the districts and DEP. Development of
minimum flow or water levels by the DEP for any of these water bodies is not, however, currently
considered necessary or appropriate.

The status of rulemaking for each prioritized water body is also listed.
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Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels to be Adopted in 2023.

New or Re- Waterbody System Name ? Waterbody County(s) Voluntary Cross- Latitude Longitude | Rulemaking
Evaluation Name or Type Peer Review Boundary Status ®
Compliance to be Impacts from
Point Completed? Adjacent
Water
Management
District?
Reevaluation | Tulane, Lake Tulane, Lake Lake Highlands No Yes °© 27.5860 -81.5036 N/A
(first)
Reevaluation | Verona, Lake Verona, Lake Lake Highlands No Yes © 27.5978 -81.4969 N/A
(first)
New Charlie Creek Charlie Creek River Hardee, Polk Yes No 27.3747 -81.7967 N/A
New Horse Creek Horse Creek River Hardee, Yes No 27.1992 -81.9886 N/A
DeSoto
New Little Manatee Little Manatee River- Hillsborough Yes No 27.6708 -82.3528 N/A
River (lower River (lower Estuary
segment) segment)
New Little Manatee Little Manatee River Hillsborough, Yes No 27.6708 -82.3528 N/A
River (upper River (upper Manatee
segment) segment)
Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels to be Adopted in 2024.
New or Re- Waterbody System Name ° Waterbody County(s) Voluntary Cross- Latitude Longitude Rulemaking
Evaluation Name or Type Peer Review Boundary Status °
Compliance to be Impacts from
Point Completed? Adjacent
Water
Management
District?
Reevaluation | Angelo, Lake Angelo, Lake Lake Highlands No Yes ¢ 27.5861 -81.4665 N/A
(first)
Reevaluation | Denton, Lake Denton, Lake Lake Highlands No Yes*® 27.5563 -81.4893 N/A
(first)
Reevaluation | Letta, Lake Letta, Lake Lake Highlands No Yes ¢ 27.5603 -81.4618 N/A

(second)




Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels to be Adopted in 2025.

New or Re- Waterbody System Name ? Waterbody County(s) Voluntary Cross- Latitude Longitude | Rulemaking
Evaluation Name or Type Peer Review Boundary Status ®
Compliance to be Impacts from
Point Completed? Adjacent
Water
Management
District?

Reevaluation | Aurora, Lake Aurora, Lake Lake Polk No Yes °© 27.8791 -81.4655 N/A
(first)
Reevaluation | Bonnie, Lake Bonnie, Lake Lake Polk No Yes ¢ 27.9118 -81.557 N/A
(first)
Reevaluation | Eagle Lake Eagle Lake Lake Polk No No 27.9867 -81.7665 N/A
(second)
Reevaluation | Eva, Lake Eva, Lake Lake Polk No Yes ¢ 28.0952 -81.6281 N/A
(first)
Reevaluation | North Lake North Lake Wales Lake Polk No Yes© 27.9096 -81.5805 N/A
(first) Wales
Reevaluation | Peace River Peace River River Hardee, Polk Yes No 27.5042 -81.8011 N/A
(first) (upper segment, | (upper segment,

U.S. Geological U.S. Geological

Survey Zolfo Survey Zolfo

Springs gage to Springs gage to

U.S. Geological U.S. Geological

Survey Ft. Survey Ft. Meade

Meade gage) gage)
Reevaluation | Peace River Peace River River Polk Yes No 27.7511 -81.7822 N/A
(first) (upper segment, | (upper segment,

U.S. Geological U.S. Geological

Survey Ft. Survey Ft. Meade

Meade gage to gage to U.S.

U.S. Geological Geological Survey

Survey Bartow Bartow gage)

gage)
Reevaluation | Peace River Peace River River Polk Yes No 27.9019 -81.8175 N/A

(first)

(upper segment,

upstream of U.S.

Geological
Survey Bartow

gage)

(upper segment,
upstream of U.S.
Geological Survey
Bartow gage)
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New Withlacoochee Withlacoochee River Citrus, Marion, Yes Yes 28.9886 -82.3497 N/A
River (upper River (upper Sumter
segment, U.S. segment, U.S.
Geological Geological Survey
Survey Holder Holder gage to
gage to U.S. U.S. Geological
Geological Survey Wysong
Survey Wysong gage)
gage)

New Withlacoochee Withlacoochee River Citrus, Sumter, Yes No 28.8231 -82.1833 N/A
River (upper River (upper Hernando
segment, U.S. segment, U.S.
Geological Geological Survey
Survey Wysong Wysong gage to
gage to U.S. U.S. Geological
Geological Survey Croom
Survey Croom gage)
gage)

New Withlacoochee Withlacoochee River Hernando, Yes No 28.5925 -82.2222 N/A
River (upper River (upper Sumter, Pasco,
segment, segment, Lake, Polk
upstream of U.S. | upstream of U.S.
Geological Geological Survey
Survey Croom Croom gage)
gage)

Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels to be Adopted in 2026.
New or Re- Waterbody System Name Waterbody County(s) Voluntary Cross- Latitude Longitude | Rulemaking
Evaluation Name or Type Peer Review Boundary Status ®
Compliance to be Impacts from
Point Completed? Adjacent
Water
Management
District?

Reevaluation | Gum Slough Gum Slough Spring (2" Sumter Yes Yes 28.9511 -82.2500 N/A
Spring Group Spring Group magnitude)

New Withlacoochee Withlacoochee River- Citrus, Levy Yes Yes 29.0208 -82.6381 N/A
River (lower River (lower Estuary
segment) segment)

Reevaluation | Southern Water Southern Water Aquifer Hillsborough, Yes No 27.5603 -82.4013 N/A
Use Caution Use Caution Area Manatee,
Area Saltwater Saltwater Sarasota
Intrusion Intrusion Minimum

Minimum Aquifer
Level (SWIMAL)

Aquifer Level
(SWIMAL)

23



Reservations Priority List.

Waterbody Name Waterbody Type County(s) Proposed Year | Rulemaking
Status ©
Hancock, Lake/Lower Saddle Lake, River Polk 2025 N/A
Creek (reevaluation)

a System name identifies larger system that the water body is associated with for minimum flows or minimum water levels rule development;
otherwise, system name is same as waterbody name or compliance point.

b Last rulemaking action taken: Notice of Rule Development published; Notice of Proposed Rule published; Rule challenge pending; Rule
adopted, Ratification not required; Rule adopted, Awaiting ratification; Rule adopted, Ratified. N/A indicates formal rulemaking has not been
initiated.

¢ Potential cross-boundary withdrawal impacts from adjacent water management district associated with the Central Florida Water Initiative area.



Item 2.4
CONSENT AGENDA

October 24, 2023

Resource Management Committee: Final Tampa Bay Surface Water Improvement and
Management (SWIM) Plan (W020)

Purpose
The purpose of this item is to request approval of the Tampa Bay SWIM Plan in accordance with Section
373.453, Florida Statutes (F.S.).

Background/History

In 1987, the Florida Legislature established the Surface Water Improvement and Management (SWIM)
Act in response to the increasing occurrence of surface waterbodies that either were determined to be
degraded or were trending towards degradation. The Act requires the five water management districts to
maintain and update a priority list of water bodies of regional or statewide significance within their
boundaries and develop plans and programs for the improvement of those water bodies. Tampa Bay
was identified in the Legislation as a priority waterbody and in 1988 the Governing Board approved the
first Tampa Bay SWIM Plan.

In 1991, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency designated Tampa Bay as an Estuary of National
Significance and created the Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP), a local, state and federal partnership
including the District. Following completion of the first Comprehensive Conservation Management Plan
(CCMP), in 1996, the partners signed an Interlocal Agreement pledging to achieve the goals of the
CCMP. The District updated the Tampa Bay SWIM Plan to serve as a companion document to the
CCMP and identified SWIM-specific management actions, projects and initiatives to meet habitat
restoration and water quality improvement goals.

This SWIM Plan update considered several documents to develop the goals, management actions, and
projects, including the 2017 TBEP CCMP, the 2022 TBEP Reasonable Assurance Plan and the 2020
Habitat Master Plan. This update was coordinated with technical stakeholders and the TBEP Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC), presented to the District's Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC), a
public workshop and the District's Governing Board meeting on July 25, 2023, fulfilling the public input
requirements of Section 373.453(3).

At its meeting on July 25, 2023, the Governing Board authorized staff to submit the final draft Tampa Bay
SWIM Plan to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS), Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FFWCC) and appropriate local governments for their official review and comment, according to Section
373.453(3). Several comments were received, and minor changes were incorporated as appropriate into
the final Tampa Bay SWIM Plan. The final Tampa Bay SWIM Plan can be viewed at
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/swim/tampa-bay

Staff Recommendation:
Approve the Tampa Bay SWIM Plan in accordance with Section 373.453, F.S.

Presenter:
Vivianna Bendixson, SWIM Manager, Natural Systems & Restoration Bureau
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Item 2.5
CONSENT AGENDA

October 24, 2023
Resource Management Committee: FARMS — Wauchula Fresh, LLC (H820), Hardee County

Purpose

To request approval for a Facilitating Agricultural Resource Management Systems (FARMS) project with
Wauchula Fresh, LLC and approval to reimburse FARMS eligible costs up to a not-to-exceed limit of
$541,701 (68% percent of total project costs). The District funding is requested from the Governing
Board FARMS Fund. Total project costs are estimated at $800,319.

Project Proposal

The District received a project proposal from Wauchula Fresh, LLC for their property totaling 8.1 acres of
nursery for herbs and specialty crops located in the City of Wauchula in central Hardee County, within
the Southern Water Use Caution Area. The crop will be grown inside an existing building with a rack
system for the plants to facilitate continual crop rotation. This allows the company to grow a crop
equivalent to 258 acres of similar plants in an outdoor setting. This project will involve a water
recirculation system, and automation of the irrigation pump station to offset permitted Upper Floridan
aquifer groundwater used for irrigation. The Water Use Permit (WUP) authorizes annual average
groundwater withdrawals of 257,400 gallons per day (gpd). FARMS project components consist of a
main drain to direct tailwater into a tank where the water will be filtered, treated for pathogens and mixed
with nutrients to optimize water reuse. Equipment will include manifolds, pumps, sterilization, storage,
treatment, as well as automation of the supply pump valves and nutrient dosing equipment.

Benefits/Costs

The proposed project involves water quantity and water quality best management practices (BMPs) for
supplemental irrigation and qualifies for a 75 percent cost-share reimbursement rate under the FARMS
Program. The project is expected to reduce groundwater use by approximately 45 percent, or 115,000
gpd for daily irrigation, and reduce nitrogen applications by 148 pounds per year. Based on the estimated
groundwater offset, reduction of nitrogen application, and proposed six-year contract term, the cost per
thousand gallons of water saved is $3.51, and the cost per pound of nitrogen reduced per year is $38.87.
These values are within the guidelines for the generally accepted average cost savings per thousand
gallons for the implementation of alternative water supplies, improved irrigation techniques and nutrient
reduction BMPs for nursery operations. Reimbursement will be from the Governing Board FARMS Fund.
Upon approval of the project presented at this meeting, the Governing Board will have $3,458,299
remaining in its FARMS Program budget.

Staff Recommendation:
1. Approve the Wauchula Fresh, LLC project for a not-to-exceed project reimbursement of $541,701
provided by the Governing Board;
2. Authorize the transfer of $541,701 from fund 010 H017 Governing Board FARMS Fund to the
H820 Wauchula Fresh, LLC project fund;
3. Authorize the Assistant Executive Director to sign the agreement.

Presenter:
Matt Vinzant, FARMS Project Manager, Water Resources Bureau
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Item 2.6
CONSENT AGENDA

October 24, 2023

Operations, Lands and Resource Monitoring Committee: Lake Panasoffkee Cattle Lease — SWF
Parcel No. 19-528-162X

Purpose

Request Governing Board approval to award the Request for Offers 23-01 (RFO) for the Lake
Panasoffkee Cattle Lease, which covers approximately 479 acres in north-central Sumter County in the
vicinity of State Road 44 (Property) to Brian Bailey (Lessee) and execute the resulting Cattle Grazing
Lease Agreement (Lease), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, on behalf of the District.

Background/History

On August 6, 2023, the District advertised the RFO regarding the Property. The Property is comprised of
479+ acres. The Property was previously leased as a cow-calf operation, but the District and the
previous lessee mutually agreed to not exercise the option of an additional five-year term. A general
location map is included as Exhibit A to the Lease. The Property is being leased for cattle grazing (cow-
calf) and haying purposes only.

The maximum stocking rate for the Property is 75 Animal Units (an Animal Unit is one bull or one cow
with or without one un-weaned calf). The Lessee may stock any number of Animal Units on the Property
at or below the maximum without adjustment to the annual rent payment.

On August 25, 2023, a voluntary site visit was held with 18 participants attending and signing the
voluntary sign-in sheet. On September 5, 2023, eight responses were received for the RFO, with the
highest offer being submitted by the Lessee in the amount of $60.12 per acre, for an annual lease
amount of $28,797.48. The Solicitation Recap Report is attached as Exhibit B.

Benefits/Costs

The Lease will provide the District with income in the amount of $28,797.48 annually, while also requiring
the Lessee to perform certain land management functions. The term of the Lease is five years, with an
option for the District to renew for an additional term of five years. The Lessee is responsible for
maintaining invasive plant species and will ensure that there is less than five percent (5%) coverage of
tropical soda apple during the duration of the Lease, fertilizing and otherwise maintaining the pasture
areas, maintaining fencing, and otherwise managing certain aspects of the Property. The Lease contains
an indemnification clause by Lessee in favor of the District and requires the Lessee to pay any ad
valorem taxes assessed on the Property during the duration of the Lease. This is a low-risk agreement.
The District has the right to terminate the Agreement at any time for any material breach thereof.

Deliverables/Accountability

In accordance with the Agreement deliverables, Lessee will be responsible for fencing and exotic
species control. Periodic inspections by staff will be performed ensuring the aforesaid responsibilities are
being performed. Payment and proof of insurance coverage will be provided by Lessee.

Staff Recommendation:
Approve the award of the Lake Panasoffkee Cattle Lease to Brian Bailey and execute the lease on behalf
of the District.

Presenter:
Chris Reed, Manager, Land Resources Bureau 30



Exhibit A

Lake Panasoffkee Cattle Lease Agreement with Brian Bailey
SWF Parcel No. 19-528-162X
Chad Hughes, Senior Land Use Specialist
BKV-6-OPS
CATTLE GRAZING LEASE AGREEMENT

THIS LEASE, made this day of , 202_, by and between
the SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, having an address of 2379
Broad Street, Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899, hereinafter called the “LESSOR”, and Brian Bailey,
having an address of 11225 South Noelle Terrace, Homosassa, Florida, 34446, hereinafter called
the “LESSEE.”

WITNESSETH:

The LESSOR, for and in consideration of the rents, covenants and agreements hereinafter
contained, does hereby lease to the LESSEE, all that certain property located in Sumter County
Florida, hereinafter referred to as the “PROPERTY”, depicted in Exhibit “A”, and described in
Exhibit “B” attached hereto, subject to the following terms and conditions:

1. RENT: The LESSEE agrees to pay the LESSOR an annual rental amount of Twenty-
eight thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven dollars and forty-eight cents ($28,797.48) for
479 acres per year, or at the rate of $60.12 per acre per year. The first payment is due upon
execution of this Lease and subsequent payments will be due annually on the anniversary of the
execution date of this Lease (Anniversary Date).

2. TERM: This Lease will be for a term of five (5) years commencing on the date of
execution of this Lease, unless otherwise renewed by the LESSOR pursuant to the terms and
conditions set forth in Paragraph 20. If this Lease is renewed, then the term will commence on
the date of execution by the LESSOR.

3. USE: The LESSEE may use the PROPERTY for cattle grazing and haying purposes
only.

4. STOCKING RATE: An Animal Unit is one (1) bull or one (1) cow with or without one (1)
un-weaned calf. The maximum Stocking Rate for the PROPERTY is 75 Animal Units. The
LESSEE may stock any number of Animal Units at or below the maximum stocking rate stated
without an adjustment to the annual rent payment. Upon written request from the LESSEE, the
stocking rate may be increased upon a favorable evaluation and written approval by the LESSOR.
The LESSOR reserves the right to inspect the condition of the PROPERTY at any time during
this Lease and adjust the Stocking Rate due to the PROPERTY being overgrazed based on this
inspection and/or forage production analysis. The amount of rent due will be increased or
decreased by an amount equal to the percentage change in the number of Animal Units approved
by the LESSOR. The change in the Stocking Rate will be effective on the next date rent is due
to the LESSOR following the LESSOR’S approval of the increase.

5. ASSIGNMENT: The LESSEE may not assign this Lease, or any interest herein, without
the prior written approval of the LESSOR. Neither this Lease nor any interest of the LESSEE
herein is assignable or transferable in proceedings by or against the LESSEE in execution,
bankruptcy, or insolvency, or in any other manner by operation of law. Any assignment or change
of control made either in whole or in part without the prior written approval of the LESSOR shall
be void and without legal effect. Any purported assignment or change of control in violation of this
Paragraph will constitute a material breach of this Lease for which the LESSOR may immediately
terminate this Lease.

Page 1 of 11
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6. SUBLEASES: The LESSEE will not sublease the PROPERTY, unless the LESSEE
obtains prior written approval of the terms and conditions of the sublease from the LESSOR. Any
sublease not approved in writing by the LESSOR will be void and without legal effect. Any
purported sublease in violation of this Paragraph will constitute a material breach of this Lease
for which the LESSOR may immediately terminate this Lease. The LESSOR’S approval of a
particular sublease does not constitute a waiver of the right to withhold approval of subsequent
subleases.

7. FENCING AND IMPROVEMENTS:

(a) Unless another type of fencing is approved by the District, new fences will be
constructed consisting of four (4) strands of barbed wire, attached to pressure
treated or iron fence posts. Post spacing will not exceed twenty (20) feet. All fences
remain the property of the LESSOR.

(b) The LESSEE will maintain all fences and gates in good condition during the term
of this Lease. In the event an existing fence on the PROPERTY is damaged or
inadequate, the LESSEE shall repair or replace it within fourteen (14) days. Fences
that must be repaired or replaced will be constructed in compliance with the criteria
established in paragraph 7(a).

(c) The LESSEE must obtain prior written approval from the LESSOR before
constructing any additional interior fences upon the PROPERTY. The LESSEE wiill
maintain in good repair, any existing improvements upon the PROPERTY, e.g.
troughs, sheds, and other structures, or any improvements that may be placed
upon the PROPERTY during the term of this Lease. The LESSEE may not make
improvements to the PROPERTY without the prior written approval of the
LESSOR. All permanent improvements will remain the property of the LESSOR,
e.g. well(s) for cattle watering purposes.

(d) The LESSEE must use portable cattle pens or construct pens. The LESSEE is
solely responsible for expenses incurred in the use or construction of cattle pens.

(e) The LESSEE will be responsible for establishing a dependable water source on
the PROPERTY if needed by the LESSEE. The LESSEE must obtain all necessary
permits and authorizations prior to establishing any water source on the
PROPERTY. The LESSEE is solely responsible for expenses incurred for
establishing water sources.

(f Licensee will repair any and all damage to the License Area, caused by the
Licensee, within 30-days after notice by Licensor and should the License Area not
be repaired this Agreement will be suspended until such time that repairs are made
to the satisfaction of the Licensor.

8. IDENTIFICATION: All cattle must bear identification, e.g., ear tags, tattoos, brands, etc.,
readily traceable to the LESSEE before their release on the PROPERTY.

9. HUNTING:  With the exception of the activities allowed pursuant to paragraph 11 (c),
hunting on the leased property is prohibited.
Page 2 of 11
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10. PUBLIC USE: The LESSOR reserves the right to use the PROPERTY, in whole or part,
for activities, including but not limited to passive recreation.

11. GENERAL OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT: The LESSEE will take appropriate

measures to prevent overgrazing, pasture degradation and other environmental impacts to the
PROPERTY. Such measures will include but are not limited to the following:

(a)

The LESSEE will conduct all activities in accordance with all applicable rules and
regulations. The LESSEE further agrees, when practicable, to conduct all activities
in accordance with the most recent Water Quality Best Management Practices
(BMPs), including the Nutrient Application Record form, established by the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Office of Agricultural Water
Policy (FDACS-OAWP). The FDACS-QAWP Water Quality/Quantity Best
Management Practices Manual is available from The FDACS-OWAP at:

https://www.fdacs.qgov/ezs3download/download/25408/516287/Bmp FloridaC
owCalf2008.pdf

or:

FDACS-OAWP

1203 Governor’s Sq. Blvd.
Suite 200

Tallahassee. FL 32301

Prior to conducting activities on the PROPERTY, the LESSEE will demonstrate its
intent to implement practicable BMPs by signing the following FDACS-QAWP
Notice of Intent to Implement Water Quality BMPs for Florida Cow/Calf Operations
form, found within the FDACS-QAWP Water Quality/Quantity Best Management
Practices Manual, and submitting them to FDACS-OAWP, with copies to the
LESSOR.

The LESSOR is required to manage invasive plant species on the PROPERTY
consistent with Florida Statutes. The LESSEE shall not impede the LESSOR’S
efforts to control invasive species on the PROPERTY. The LESSEE shall be solely
responsible for maintaining effective control of tropical soda apple (TSA) using the
Best Management Practices described in the University of Florida, Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences Publication Number SS-AGR-77, and updates thereto
at:

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/uw097

The LESSOR will ensure that there is less than five percent (5%) coverage of TSA
on the PROPERTY at the time this Lease is executed. The LESSOR and the
LESSEE will conduct an inspection of the PROPERTY following execution of this
Lease, to document that TSA is under satisfactory control. The LESSEE’S failure
to maintain acceptable control of TSA will constitute a material breach of this Lease
for which the LESSOR may either immediately terminate this Lease or treat the
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PROPERTY. If the LESSOR chooses to treat the PROPERTY, the LESSEE is
solely responsible for the cost of such treatment by the LESSOR and agrees to
reimburse the LESSOR the full amount of the cost upon the LESSOR'’S written
request. The LESSEE'’S failure to reimburse the LESSOR within five (5) days of
receipt of LESSOR’S written request will constitute a material breach of this Lease
for which the LESSOR may immediately terminate this Lease. If the LESSEE uses
fertilizer, hay, seed or other planting materials on the PROPERTY that originated
off-site, the LESSEE must make every practicable effort to ensure that such
materials are free of invasive plant seeds and other propagules before using.

(c) The LESSEE shall trap or shoot feral hogs on the PROPERTY and maintain a
record of all feral hog control activities conducted by the LESSEE. All hogs trapped
on the PROPERTY must be euthanized in a humane manner and may not be
relocated or released. The LESSEE will submit the record of all feral hog control
activities to the LESSOR by October 1 of each year of this lease.

12. PASTURE CONDITIONS: The LESSEE will take appropriate measures to prevent
overgrazing and pasture degradation that include, but are not limited to the following:

(a) The maintenance of existing improved pastures by rotating, fertilizing, mowing,
discing, dragging, and removing invasive plant species.

(b) Fertilizing and liming the improved pastures when practicable, in accordance with
the recommendations of the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).

(c) The indirect rotation of cattle through the strategic placement and periodic
movement of feed troughs, mineral blocks, water troughs, and molasses tanks.
The LESSEE must use a rotational grazing system that will prevent overgrazing of
any one pasture.

(d) To ensure that the quality of the improved pasture is maintained or enhanced, the
LESSEE agrees to mow, disc, or drag the pastures at least once a year, or more
frequently if required.

13. HAYING: Haying is allowed on the PROPERTY. The LESSEE will conduct haying
activities in a manner that will not damage or strip the pasture(s) of desirable grasses. During
haying operations, the LESSEE will maintain a two-inch stubble height. If the LESSEE purchases
hay, seed or other planting materials off-site, the LESSEE agrees to make every practicable effort
to ensure that such materials are free of invasive plant species.

14. QUARANTINE: The LESSEE must quarantine all cattle for seven (7) days prior to
releasing them on the PROPERTY. The LESSEE must ensure that all cattle are free of exotic
seed prior to releasing them on the PROPERTY.

15. WORKS OF THE DISTRICT: The LESSOR reserves the right to enter upon the
PROPERTY, at such times and places as the LESSOR may deem necessary, for the purposes
of inspecting the PROPERTY, or constructing roads, canals or ditches, infrastructure and
amenities related to public recreation, or other projects, and for any matter pertaining to water
management or land management activities.
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16. SALE OF PROPERTY: If the LESSOR sells the PROPERTY during the term of this
Lease, the LESSOR, in its sole discretion, may either assign this Lease in whole to the new owner
without the LESSEE’S consent, or terminate this Lease upon six (6) months prior written notice
to the LESSEE.

17. PERSONNEL AND VEHICLES: Only personnel and vehicles utilized or authorized by
the LESSEE for use in its cattle grazing and haying operations are allowed on the PROPERTY.

18. PROTECTION: The LESSEE will regularly inspect the PROPERTY to detect and prevent
wildfires, trespasses and vandalism on the PROPERTY. Additionally, the LESSEE will regularly
inspect the PROPERTY for downed or damaged fence, open gates and cattle that may have
strayed from the PROPERTY. The LESSEE must immediately notify the appropriate
governmental agencies and the LESSOR upon the discovery of any wildfire, trespass, or
vandalism. The LESSEE is responsible for repairing damaged fences and taking appropriate
measures to immediately return stray cattle to the PROPERTY.

19. INDEMNIFICATION: The LESSEE agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the LESSOR
and all the LESSOR’S agents, employees and officers from and against all liabilities, claims,
damages, expenses or actions, either at law or in equity, including attorneys’ fees and costs and
attorneys’ fees and costs on appeal, caused or incurred, in whole or in part, as a result of any act
or omission by the LESSEE, its agents, employees, subcontractors, assigns, heirs or anyone for
whose acts or omissions any of these persons or entities may be liable during the LESSEE’S use
of the PROPERTY and performance under this Lease. This Paragraph will survive the expiration
or termination of this Lease. Nothing contained herein will constitute a waiver of Lessor’s
sovereign immunity under Section 768.28, F.S., or to extend the limits of liability or recovery under
Section 768.28, F.S. This provision will survive the termination of this Agreement.

20. LESSOR’S OPTION TO RENEW:

(a) The LESSOR, at its sole discretion, may offer to renew this Lease for one
additional five-year term under such terms and conditions as may be established
by the LESSOR. The LESSOR will notify the LESSEE if it intends to offer to renew
this Lease in accordance with this Paragraph prior to soliciting offers on the
PROPERTY. If the LESSOR does not notify the LESSEE of its intent to offer to
renew this Lease, then this Lease will expire at the end of the term.

(b) Approximately six (6) months prior to the expiration of this Lease, the LESSOR
may request competitive offers on the PROPERTY. If the LESSOR requests offers
under this subparagraph, this Lease may be renewed for one additional five (5)
year term under such terms and conditions as may be established by the LESSOR,
if the LESSEE meets the following conditions:

* The LESSEE submits a responsive offer;

 If the LESSEE’S offer is not the highest offer received, the LESSEE agrees to
exceed the highest offer received during the offer process by five percent (5%);

* The LESSEE has successfully performed under this Lease;

» The LESSEE agrees to any modifications to the lease terms and conditions as
determined by the LESSOR,;

» The LESSEE accepts the renewal terms and conditions within ten (10) business
days from receipt of the LESSOR'’S offer to renew by delivering notice of the
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LESSEE’S acceptance to the LESSOR by hand delivery or certified mail. If by
certified mail, date of delivery shall be the date the notice is placed in mail.

* The LESSEE’S failure to deliver written acceptance of the LESSOR’S offer to
renew within the time specified will be deemed a rejection of the terms by the
LESSEE.

Upon receipt of the LESSEE’S timely written acceptance of the LESSOR’S offer to renew,
the LESSOR and the LESSEE will execute a written amendment to this Lease to record
the renewal and conditions thereto, if any.

21. INSURANCE: The LESSEE must maintain during the full term of this Lease, and at its
sole expense, insurance in the following kinds and amounts or limits with a company or companies
authorized to do business in the State of Florida. This Lease will not be effective until the LESSOR
has received an acceptable certificate of insurance showing evidence of such coverage.
Certificates of insurance must reference this Lease.

(a) Liability insurance on forms no more restrictive than the latest edition of the
Commercial General Liability Policy (GC 00 01) of the Insurance Services Office
without restrictive endorsements, or equivalent, with the following minimum limits
and coverage:

Minimum Limits $1,000,000 per occurrence

(b) Vehicle liability insurance, including owner, non-owned and hired autos with the
following minimum limits and coverage:

Bodily Injury Liability Per Person $100,000
Bodily Injury Liability Per Occurrence $300,000
Property Damage Liability $100,000

-or-
Combined Single Limit $500,000

(c) The LESSOR and its employees, agents, and officers must be named as additional
insured on the general liability policy to the extent of the LESSOR'S interests
arising from this Lease.

(d) The LESSEE must obtain certificates of insurance from any subcontractor
otherwise the LESSEE must provide evidence satisfactory to the LESSOR that
coverage is afforded to the subcontractor by the LESSEE’S insurance policies.

(e) The LESSEE must notify the LESSOR in writing of the cancellation or material
change to any insurance coverage required by this Paragraph. Such notification
must be provided to the LESSOR within five (5) business days of the LESSEE’S
notice of such cancellation or change from its insurance carrier.

22. TAXES: If any ad valorem taxes, intangible property taxes, personal property taxes, or

other liens or taxes of any kind are assessed or levied lawfully on the PROPERTY, based on the

LESSEE'S use of the PROPERTY during the term of this Lease, the LESSEE agrees to pay all

such taxes, assessments or liens, within thirty (30) days after receiving written notice from the

LESSOR. In the event the LESSEE fails to pay all such taxes assessed or levied on the
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PROPERTY within thirty (30) days after receiving written notice, the LESSOR may, at its sole
option, pay such taxes, liens, or assessments, subject to immediate reimbursement thereof
together with any interest, calculated at the maximum rate allowed by law, and any administrative
costs incurred by the LESSOR. Failure of the LESSEE to pay any taxes or assessments pursuant
to this paragraph will constitute a material breach of this Lease for which the LESSOR may
immediately terminate this Lease.

23. MATERIAL BREACH: Each of the following events will constitute a material breach of
this Lease by the LESSEE for which the LESSOR may immediately terminate this Lease:

(a) If the LESSEE transfers this Lease or any of its rights or obligations under this
Lease to any other person or entity, except as may be specifically authorized by
the terms of this Lease.

(b) If the LESSEE vacates or abandons the PROPERTY.

(c) If the LESSEE fails to obtain and carry the required amount of general liability or
vehicle insurance or if such insurance should lapse during the term of this Lease.

(d) If the LESSEE fails to pay the rent.

(e) If the LESSEE fails to pay any ad valorem taxes, intangible property taxes,
personal property taxes, or other liens or taxes of any kind which are assessed or
levied lawfully on the PROPERTY within thirty (30) days after receiving written
notice.

(f) If the LESSEE fails to reimburse the LESSOR for costs associated with the
LESSOR'’S treatment of the PROPERTY for TSA pursuant to subparagraph 11.

(b).

(9) If the LESSEE is in noncompliance with any other condition of this Lease and
LESSEE fails to remedy such non-compliance within five (5) days after actual
notice by the LESSOR, or within ten (10) days of written notice mailed to the
LESSEE at the address stated in the introductory paragraph of this Lease.

24, UTILITIES: The LESSEE agrees to pay all deposits and monthly charges for all utility
services supplied to the PROPERTY for the benefit of the LESSEE and all costs to repair, replace,
clean and maintain connections and service to the PROPERTY.

25. WAIVER: Waiver by the LESSOR of any breach of any term, covenant or condition
herein contained will not be deemed to be a future waiver of such term, covenant, or condition, or
of any subsequent breach of the same or any other term, covenant, or condition contained herein.

26. TERMINATION: Upon the expiration or termination of this Lease, the LESSEE will
vacate the PROPERTY and leave the PROPERTY in the same condition as when the LESSEE
took possession.

27. NOTICES: All notices which might be given to the LESSOR or the LESSEE under this
Lease will be in writing and by certified mail, to the respective addresses as stated in the
introductory Paragraph of this Lease, unless specifically provided otherwise herein.
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28. MODIFICATION: This Lease may not be amended except by a formal written
amendment signed by the parties. IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, the parties hereto have executed
this Lease on the day and year first above written.

29. VENUE: This Agreement will be construed in accordance with the laws of the State
of Florida and venue of any legal proceedings will be in Sumter County, Florida if the action is
commenced in state court. If any action is commenced in federal court, then venue shall be in the
United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida.

30. COUNTERPARTS AND AUTHORITY TO SIGN: In accordance with the Electronic
Signature Act of 1996, electronic signatures, including facsimile transmissions, may be used and
shall have the same force and effect as a written signature. Each person signing this Agreement
warrants that he or she is duly authorized to do so and to bind the respective party to the
Agreement.

[Signature page follows]

Southwest Florida Water Management District,
LESSOR

By:

E.D. Armstrong, Ill, Chairman

Attest:
John Mitten, Secretary

LESSEE
Attest: By:
(Print Name of Witness) (Print Name of LESSEE)
Attest: By:
(Print Name of Witness) (Print Name of LESSEE)
EXHIBIT A
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GENERAL LOCATION MAP

Lake Panasoffkes Cattle Lease
SWF Parcel No. 19-528-162X
Sumier County, Florida
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EXHIBIT B
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Description Parcel 19-528-162X

Those portions of SECTIONS 5 and 6, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 22 EAST and
SECTIONS 31 and 32, TOWNSHIP 18 SOUTH, RANGE 22 EAST, Sumter County, Florida,
described as follows:

Parcel No.1

Commence at the Northwest comer of aforementioned Section 5 and run thence North
89°54'14" East along the North boundary of said Section 5, a distance of 623.76 feet for a
Point of Beginning;

Thence South 12°12'23” East, a distance of 2670.22 feet;

Thence South 79°27'59" West, a distance of 432.90 feet;

Thence South 20°43'43" West, a distance of 1215.20 feet;

Thence South 66°49'09" West, a distance of 409.25 feet;

Thence South 54°47'05" West, a distance of 638.47 feet;

Thence North 88°10'07" West, a distance of 722.09 feet;

Thence North 83°57'01" West, a distance of 1134.25 feet;

Thence North 45°05'23" East, a distance of 1632.54 feet;

Thence North 02°12'25" East, a distance of 1269.30 feet;

Thence North 00°23 '40" East, a distance of 613.97 feet;

Thence South 70°29'04" West, a distance of 375.16 feet;

Thence North 16°23'38" West, a distance of 606.36 feet to an intersection with the
Southeasterly right-of-way line of State Road No. 44 as recorded in Official Records Book
982, Page 632 of the Public Records of Sumter County, Florida;

Thence North 56°51 '46" East along said Southeasterly right-of-way line, a distance of
2626.59 feet; Thence South 12°12'23" East, a distance of 731.45 feet to the Point of
Beginning.

Parcel No.1 contains 223.18 acres, more or less.
EXHIBIT B (Cont.)
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Parcel 2

Commence at the Northwest comer of aforementioned Section 5 and run thence North
89°54'14"East along the North boundary of said Section 5, a distance of 623.76 feet;

Thence South 12°12'23" East, a distance of 743.63 feet;

Thence North 74°28'52" East, a distance of 120.20 feet for a Point of Beginning;
Thence continue North 74°43'03" East, a distance of 1633.30 feet;

Thence South 09°59'39" East, a distance of 918.48 feet;

.Thence North 43°10'40" East, a distance of 614.49 feet;

Thence North 73°12'28" East, a distance of 1445.00 feet;

Thence North 58°37°47” East, a distance of 327.00 feet;

Thence North 56°42'19" East, a distance of 636.64 feet;

Thence South 00°20'01” East, a distance of 2054.31 feet;

Thence South 82°56’00” West, a distance of 593.98 feet;

Thence South 51°38’°32” West, a distance of 365.32 feet;

Thence South 06°30°16” East. a distance of 894.65 feet;

Thence South 70°14’33” West, a distance of 1268.20 feet

Thence South 74°18’01” West, a distance of 1872.35 feet

Thence North 03°44°30” West, a distance of 1333.70 feet

Thence North 83°10°14” West, a distance of 88.50 feet

Thence North 12°12'23" West, a distance of 1970.23 feet to the Point of Beginning.
Parcel No. 2 contains 256.20 acres, more or less.

Parcel 19-528-162X contains a total of 479.38 acres, more or less.

Approved for use by the Survey Section 08/01/2023, W.O. 23-141.

Page 11 of 11

Lake Panasoffkee Cattle Lease Agreement with Brian Bailey
SWF Parcel No. 19-528-162X



Exhibit B
RFO 23-01 Lake Panasoffkee Cattle Lease
SWF Parcel No. 19-528-162X

Offer Responses, Opening 2:01 p.m. on Tuesday, September 5, 2023

Offer Total
Amount Offer
Respondant Per Acre Amount
Sarah & Cody Hensley $26.01 $12,458.79
George Kelly $0.00 $0.00
B Bar T Cattle $41.78 $20,012.62
H2 Cattle LLC $42.38 $20,300.02
RHN Wagyu LLC $37.00 $17,723.00
Brian Bailey $60.12 $28,797.48
H&M Cattle Co. & Investments LLC $51.60 $24,716.40
Mac Pulitzer DBA Labelle Ranch, Inc. $27.40 $13,124.60

District Staff Present: Chris Reed, Mike Singer, Amy Poxson & Chad Hughes
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Item 2.7
CONSENT AGENDA
October 24, 2023

Operations, Lands and Resource Monitoring Committee: Donation of Utility Easement to TECO —
Harney Canal, SWF Parcel No. 13-136-154X

Purpose

Recommend the Governing Board authorize the donation of a Utility Easement (Easement) to Tampa
Electric Company (TECO) for the installation of underground lines, cables, data transmission and
communication facilities, supporting structures, and appurtenances necessary to ensure electricity
supply to the operation facility for structure S-161 located on District Parcel SWF Parcel No. 13-136-123
at the Harney Canal. A general location map, site map and the Easement are included as Exhibits 1, 2
and 3 respectively.

Background/History

In 1972 the District became the local sponsor for the Tampa Bypass Canal (TBC) and Harney Canal,
which were constructed by the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The TBC and Harney
Canal are used to route excess water around the cities of Temple Terrace and Tampa to help prevent
flooding.

TECO, along with many other power companies in Florida, partnered with the State to construct
underground powerlines statewide to reduce power outages in severe weather events via a program
known as the Storm Protection Program. The Easement is necessary for removal of the existing
overhead powerlines and to construct new underground service, which includes a switch gear for
connections. The existing connection currently services the structure operations facility for District water
control structure S-161. It is essential for public safety that the facility continues to receive a reliable
power source.

There is an existing easement for the current overhead facilities that will be vacated upon installation of
the underground facilities pursuant to the terms of the existing easement.

The construction of underground facilities within the Easement is contingent upon TECO receiving
USACE approval, and the Easement will not be released to TECO until such approval is received.

Benefits/Costs

Installation of the new equipment will create management efficiencies for TECO and the District. The
new equipment is necessary for the operation and maintenance of the facility. There is no cost to the
District other than staff time to process the donation of the Easement.

Deliverables
TECO must obtain approval from USACE for the installation of underground facilities within the
Easement.

Staff Recommendation:
o Approve the Easement and authorize the Chair and Secretary to execute on behalf of the District
subject to release to TECO after USACE approval; and
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o Authorize staff to execute any other documents necessary to complete the transaction in
accordance with the approved terms.

Presenter:
Ellen Morrison, Bureau Chief, Land Resources Bureau
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Exhibit 1
Donation of Utility Easement to TECO
Harney Canal, SWF Parcel No. 13-136-154X
Location Map
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