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Employer 

The Southwest Florida Water Management District (District) does not discriminate on the basis of disability. This 
nondiscrimination policy involves every aspect of the District’s functions, including access to and participation in the District’s 
programs, services and activities. Anyone requiring reasonable accommodation, or who would like information as to the 
existence and location of accessible services, activities, and facilities, as provided for in the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
should contact the Human Resources Office Chief, at 2379 Broad St., Brooksville, FL 34604-6899; telephone (352) 796-7211 
or 1-800-423-1476 (FL only); or email ADACoordinator@WaterMatters.org. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please 
contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1-800-955-8771 (TDD) or 1-800-955-8770 (Voice). If requested, 
appropriate auxiliary aids and services will be provided at any public meeting, forum, or event of the District. In the event of a 
complaint, please follow the grievance procedure located at WaterMatters.org/ADA. 

 

Final Agenda 
GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 

APRIL 22, 2025 
9:00 AM 

2379 BROAD STREET, BROOKSVILLE, FL 34604 
(352) 796-7211 

All meetings are open to the public 

› Viewing of the Board meeting will be available through the District’s website at 
WaterMatters.org. 

› Public input will be taken only at the meeting location. 
› Public input for issues not listed on the published agenda will be heard shortly after the 

meeting begins. 

Pursuant to Section 373.079(7), Florida Statutes, all or part of this meeting may be conducted by means of 
communications media technology in order to permit maximum participation of Governing Board members. 

The Governing Board may take official action at this meeting on any item appearing on this agenda and on 
any item that is added to this agenda as a result of a change to the agenda approved by the presiding 
officer of the meeting pursuant to Section 120.525, Florida Statutes. 

The order of items appearing on the agenda is subject to change during the meeting and is at the 
discretion of the presiding officer. 

Public Comment will be taken after each presentation and before any Governing Board action(s) except for 
Governing Board hearings that involve the issuance of final orders based on recommended Orders 
received from the Florida Division of Administrative Hearings. 

Unless specifically stated, scheduled items will not be heard at a time certain. 

The current Governing Board agenda and minutes of previous meetings are available at 
WaterMatters.org. 

 
 

Bartow Office 
170 Century Boulevard 
Bartow, Florida 33830 
(863) 534-1448 or 1-800-492-7862 (FL only) 

Sarasota Office 
78 Sarasota Center Boulevard 
Sarasota, Florida 34240 
(941) 377-3722 or 1-800-320-3503 (FL only) 

Tampa Office 
7601 Hwy 301 N 
Tampa, Florida 33637 
(813) 985-7481 or 1-800-836-0797 (FL only)
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  Southwest Florida Water Management District Schedule of Meetings 
Fiscal Year 2025 

Governing Board Meeting 
October 22, 2024 – 9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office 
November 19, 2024 – 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office 
December 17, 2024 – 9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office 
January 28, 2025 – 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office 
February 25, 2025 – 9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office 
March 25, 2025 – 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office 
April 22, 2025 – 9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office 
May 20, 2025 – 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office 
June 24, 2025 – 9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office 
July 22, 2025 – 9:00 a.m., Tampa Office 
August 26, 2025 – 9:00 a.m., Brooksville Office 
September 23, 2025 – 3:00 p.m., Tampa Office  

Governing Board Workshop 
December 17, 2024 – 9:30 a.m., Brooksville Office 
March 25, 2025 – 9:30 a.m., Tampa Office 

Governing Board Budget Hearing – 5:01 p.m., Tampa Office 
2025 – September 9 & 23 

Agricultural & Green Industry Advisory Committee – 10:00 a.m., 
2024 – December 3 
2025 – March 11 (meeting replaced with March 7 tour), June 10, September 9 

Environmental Advisory Committee – 10:00 a.m. 
2024 – October 8 (Canceled) 
2025 – January 14, April 8, July 8 

Industrial Advisory Committee – 10:00 a.m. 
2024 – November 5 
2025 – February 11 (meeting replaced with Feb. 28 tour), May 6, August 12 

Public Supply Advisory Committee – 1:00 p.m. 
2024 – November 5 
2025 – February 11 (meeting replaced with Feb. 28 tour), May 6, August 12 

Springs Coast Management Committee – 1:30 p.m. 
2024 – October 23, December 4 
2025 – January 8, February 19, May 21, July 9 

Springs Coast Steering Committee – 2:00 p.m. 
2024 – November 6 
2025 – January 22, March 5, July 23 

Meeting Locations  
Brooksville Office – 2379 Broad St., Brooksville, FL 34604  
Tampa Office – 7601 US Highway 301 North, Tampa, FL 33637 
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Governing Board Meeting 
April 22, 2025 

1. CONVENE PUBLIC MEETING 
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1.2 Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance  7  ....................................................................................
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1.4 Additions/Deletions to Agenda 9 ............................................................................................ 
 
1.5 Public Input for Issues Not Listed on the Published Agenda  10  ................................................
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  Item 1.1 
CONVENE PUBLIC MEETING

Call to Order 

The Board Chair calls the meeting to order. The Board Secretary confirms that a quorum is present. The 
Board Chair then opens the public meeting. Anyone wishing to address the Governing Board concerning 
any item listed on the agenda or any item that does not appear on the agenda should fill out and submit 
a speaker's card. Comments will be limited to three minutes per speaker, and, when appropriate, 
exceptions to the three-minute limit may be granted by the Chair. Several individuals wishing to speak on 
the same issue/topic should designate a spokesperson. 

Presenter: 
Michelle Williamson, Chair
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  Item 1.2 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

An invocation is offered. The Board Chair conducts the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America. 

Presenter: 
Michelle Williamson, Chair
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  Item 1.3 

Employee Recognition 

Staff that have reached 20 or more years of service at the District will be recognized. 

Presenter: 
Michelle Williamson, Chair
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  Item 1.4 

Additions/Deletions to Agenda 

According to Section 120.525(2), Florida Statutes, additions to the published agenda will only be made 
for "good cause" as determined by the "person designated to preside." Based upon that authority, the 
Chair has determined that good cause exists to make certain changes to the agenda. These changes 
are being made in order to permit the Governing Board to efficiently accomplish necessary public 
business at this meeting and to reflect the items on the agenda that have been requested or suggested 
to be deleted, revised, supplemented or postponed. 
 
ADDITIONS: The items that have been added to the agenda were received by the District after 
publication of the regular agenda. The Board was provided with the information filed and the District 
staff's analyses of these matters. Staff has determined that action must be taken on these items prior to 
the next Board meeting. Therefore, it is the District staff's recommendation that good cause has been 
demonstrated and should be considered during the Governing Board's meeting. 

Staff Recommendation: 
Approve the recommended additions and deletions to the published agenda if necessary. 

Presenter: 
Brian J. Armstrong, P.G., Executive Director
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  Item 1.5 

Public Input for Issues Not Listed on the Published Agenda 

At this time, the Board will hear public input for issues not listed on the published agenda. 

Presenter: 
Michelle Williamson, Chair
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Governing Board Meeting 
April 22, 2025 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and action will be taken by one motion, 
second of the motion and approval by the Board.  If discussion is requested by a Board member, that item(s) 
will be deleted from the Consent Agenda and moved to the appropriate Committee or Report for 
consideration. 

2.1 Resource Management Committee: Recommend FY2026 Springs Projects for FDEP 
Funding Consideration 11 .............................................................................................................. 

2.2 Resource Management Committee: Approve the Highlands Hammock Watershed  
Management Plan Floodplain Information for Regulatory Use and to Update Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps in Highlands County (Q181) 21 .................................................................................... 

2.3 Resource Management Committee: North Hillsborough Aquifer Recharge Program 
(NHARP) Phase 2 (Q064) – Scope and Cost Revision 22  ............................................................. 

2.4 Operations, Lands, and Resource Monitoring Committee: First Amendment to Perpetual 
Conservation Easement, SWF Parcel No. 10-200-1144C (Lake County) 24 .................................. 

2.5 Operations, Lands, and Resource Monitoring Committee: Right of First Refusal – 
Perpetual Conservation Easement, SWF Parcel No. 10-200-1144C (Lake County) 149 

 
.................. 

2.6 General Counsel's Report: Approval of Interagency Agreement – Designation of Regulatory 
Responsibility to Southwest Florida Water Management District for Environmental Resource 
Permit – City of Cape Coral (Charlotte and Lee County) 182 ……………………………………………

2.7 General Counsel’s Report: Approval of Settlement Agreement – SWFWMD v. Citrus County, 
Case No. 2023-CA-000135, Fifth Judicial Circuit (Citrus County) 186 .............................................. 

2.8 Executive Director’s Report: Approve Governing Board Minutes – March 25, 2025 187 ............... 
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Item 2.1
CONSENT AGENDA 
April 22, 2025
Resource Management Committee: Recommend FY2026 Springs Projects for FDEP Funding 
Consideration 

Purpose 
The purpose of this item is to approve a list of four projects that provide water resource improvements to 
Outstanding Florida Springs (OFS) within the Southwest Florida Water Management District (District). 
Pending Board approval, the list will be forwarded to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) in May 2025 for further review and State funding consideration. 

Background/History 
In 2016, the Florida Legislature adopted Senate Bill 552, a comprehensive water bill that addressed 
statewide water supply and water quality issues, including springs restoration. The Florida Springs and 
Aquifer Protection Act, created out of Senate Bill 552, focuses on protecting and enhancing Florida’s 
springs. The Legacy Florida Act, signed in 2016, provides legislative funding at an annual level of $50 
million for the protection and restoration of Outstanding Florida Springs (OFS). 

The FDEP requested that water management districts evaluate and submit projects for FY2026 State 
funding consideration. The District’s Springs Coast Steering Committee (SCSC) provides a lead role in 
soliciting and reviewing springs projects that will be forwarded to the FDEP for funding consideration. 
The SCSC directed its Management Committee to evaluate and rank projects and the Management 
Committee met two times to complete the review of projects and finalized the evaluation process based 
on SCSC guidance. At their March 5, 2025 meeting, the SCSC approved forwarding five projects to the 
FDEP for further review and State funding consideration, subject to the approval by the District’s 
Governing Board. Following the SCSC approval on March 5th, one of the projects was withdrawn by the 
applicant. Attached are two exhibits, the FY2026 Springs Funding Final Evaluations for the remaining 
four projects approved by the SCSC and the FDEP FY2026 Project Submittal Spreadsheet.  

Staff Recommendation: 
Approve the list of four springs projects for submittal to the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection. 

Presenter: 
Vivianna Bendixson, Manager, Natural Systems and Restoration Bureau
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FDEP FY2026 Project Submittal Spreadsheet

I. Contact Information II. Spring Information III. Project Information 

# 

Lead Water 
Manageme 
nt District 

Name 

WMD Project 
Manager 

Name, Phone 
and Email 

Local 
Government 

Local 
Government 

Contact Name, 
Phone and 

Email 

Spring Name 
Does the Spring 

have an 
Impairment?

 If Spring does 
have a BMAP, 
list the BMAP 

Name. 

Does the 
Spring have an 

MFL, and, if 
so, is it in 

recovery or 
prevention? 

Project Name County 

Project 
Location - 

Latitude of 
project 

Project 
Location - 

Longitude of 
project 

Project Type Project description 

Is the Project 
Listed in a 
BMAP (or 

Annual 
Update)? 

If Project is in 
BMAP, list the 
BMAP Project 
Number and 

Name 

Is the Project Listed in a 
Recovery/Prevention 

Strategy or Identified in a 
Regional Water Supply 
Plan as Benefitting an 

MFL? 

If the Project is in 
a Regional Water 
Supply Plan, list 

the project 
Number and 

Name 

Does this 
Project Have 

Water Quality 
Benefits? 

1 SWFWMD 

Devon Villareal 
352-363-5934 
devon.villareal 
@watermatters. 
org 

Hernando County 

Ron Patel 
352-540-6792 
rpatel@co.hern 
ando.fl.us 

Weeki Wachee BMAP or RAP
Weeki Wachee 

Springs
MFL - Meeting

Private Package Plant 
Connections

Hernando 28.534917 -82.474923 
Wastewater Collection 
& Treatment 

Design, permitting, and construction of a sewer collection 
system to connect and decommission the Weeki Wachee 

North Mobile Home Park, Frontier Mobile Home Park, 
Topics RV Resort  and Countryside Estates package plants 
to the Hernando County wastewater system. Connection 

fees are included in the funding request. 

Yes HC-05 No - Yes 

2 SWFWMD 

Devon Villareal 
352-363-5934 
devon.villareal 
@watermatters. 
org 

Pasco County 

Gerrit Van Lent 
727-602-0926 
gvanlent@pasco 
countyfl.net 

Weeki Wachee BMAP or RAP
Weeki Wachee 

Springs
MFL - Meeting

Weeki Wachee Septic to 
Sewer Project

Pasco 28.430171 -82.58293
Wastewater Collection 
& Treatment 

Design and construction of a sewer collection system 
which will remove from service a minimum of 242 existing 

septic tanks with the ability to service 24 vacant lots. 
Includes customer laterals and abandonment of the 

existing septic systems. Connection fees are not included in 
the funding request. 

No - No - Yes 

3 SWFWMD 

Devon Villareal 
352-363-5934 
devon.villareal
@watermatters. 
org 

 Pasco County 

Gerrit Van Lent 
727-602-0926 
gvanlent@pasco
countyfl.net 

 
Weeki Wachee BMAP or RAP

Weeki Wachee 
Springs

MFL - Meeting
Wesley Center WWTP 
Expansion Phase 1

Pasco 28.26495 -82.32934
Wastewater Collection 
& Treatment 

Design, permitting, and construction for expansion of the 
existing 9 MGD, secondary treatment Wesley Center 

Subregional Wastewater Treatment Facility to a 13.5 MGD 
facility to meet flow increases and upgrade the plant to 

AWT quality treatment. 

No - No - Yes 

4 SWFWMD 

Brent White 
352-269-5182 
Brent.White@w
atermatters.org 

 
Pasco County 

Gerrit Van Lent 
727-602-0926 
gvanlent@pasco 
countyfl.net 

Weeki Wachee BMAP or RAP
Weeki Wachee 

Springs
MFL - Meeting Aripeka Septic to Sewer Pasco 28.43049 -82.66319

Wastewater Collection 
& Treatment 

Design, permitting, and construction for expansion of a 
sewer collection system which will remove from service a 

minimum of 128 residential septic tanks and 
decommission the Aripeka mobile home park package 

plant. Includes customer laterals and abandonment of the 
existing septic systems. Connection fees are included in the 

funding request. 

No - No - Yes 
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Project No. APP04 
Weeki Wachee Septic to Sewer Project FY2026 Pasco County 

Project Type: Wastewater Collection & Treatment Multiyear Contract: Yes 
DESCRIPTION 

Description: Design and construction of a sewer collection system which will remove from service a 
minimum of 242 existing septic tanks with the ability to service 24 vacant lots. Includes 
customer laterals and abandonment of the existing septic systems. Connection fees are 
not included in the funding request. 

Costs: Total project cost: $14,221,090 (Design & construction) 
Pasco County share: $0 
FDEP share: $14,221,090 ($2,005,927 in FY26, $12,215,163 in future funding) 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Spring Information: 

Medium 

Benefitting spring: Weeki Wachee 

Yes Benefitting spring is an OFS? 

Yes Project located within the BMAP? 

No Project located within the PFA? 

The spring is approximately 6 miles from the project location. 

Project Benefit: 
Medium The benefit of this project will be the reduction of pollutant loads by an estimated 

2,310 lbs/yr of TN. 
Cost Effectiveness: 

Medium The estimated cost for this project is $205/lb TN. 

Related Strategies: 

High

No Project is listed in the BMAP list of projects or is anticipated to be 
listed in the BMAP in the next update? 

Yes Benefitting spring has an MFL? 

No Project is part of a specific water quality or water quantity 
improvement plan? 

Local Match: 
Low The project does not include a local match. 

Project Readiness: 
Low Other elements must be addressed before design or construction may begin. 

OVERALL RANKING 

Medium 

                                
           

FUNDING 

Funding Source Prior FY2026 Future Total

FDEP $   -         $  2,005,927       $ 12,215,163       

FDEP Springs Funding Final Evaluations | 3 | 18

$  14,221,090
Total $   - $  2,005,927 $ 12,215,163 $  14,221,090
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Project No. APP05 
Pasco County Wesley Chapel Center WWTP Expansion Phase 1 FY2026 

Project Type: Wastewater Collection & Treatment Multiyear Contract: No 
DESCRIPTION 

Description: Design, permitting, and construction for expansion of the existing 9 MGD, secondary 
treatment Wesley Center Subregional Wastewater Treatment Facility to a 13.5 MGD facility 
to meet flow increases and upgrade the plant to AWT quality treatment. 

Costs: Total project cost: $9,000,000 (Design, permitting, and construction) 
Pasco County share: $2,000,000 
FDEP share: $7,000,000 all in FY26 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Spring Information: 

Medium 

Benefitting spring: Weeki Wachee 

Yes Benefitting spring is an OFS? 

Yes Project located within the BMAP? 

No Project located within the PFA? 

The spring is approximately 23 miles from the project location. 

Project Benefit: 
High The benefit of this project will be the reduction of pollutant loads by an estimated 

27,648 lbs/yr of TN. 
Cost Effectiveness: 

High The estimated cost for this project is $11/lb TN. 

Related Strategies: 

High

No Project is listed in the BMAP list of projects or is anticipated to be 
listed in the BMAP in the next update? 

Yes Benefitting spring has an MFL? 

No Project is part of a specific water quality or water quantity 
improvement plan? 

Local Match: 
Medium The local match is less than 25% of the project costs. 

Project Readiness: 
Medium Design is ongoing or will start before Dec 31 of the fiscal year funding is being 

requested. 
OVERALL RANKING 

High 

                                     
                                    

             

FUNDING 

Funding Source Prior FY2026 Future Total

FDEP $ -           $ 7,000,000         $ -        

FDEP Springs Funding Final Evaluations | 4 | 19

$ 7,000,000 
Pasco County $ - $  2,000,000 $ - $ 2,000,000 

Total $  - $  9,000,000 $ - $ 9,000,000 
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Project No. APP06 
Aripeka Septic to Sewer FY2026 Pasco County 

Project Type: Wastewater Collection & Treatment Multiyear Contract: Yes 
DESCRIPTION 

Description: Design, permitting, and construction for expansion of a sewer collection system which will 
remove from service a minimum of 128 residential septic tanks and decommission the 
Aripeka mobile home park package plant. Includes customer laterals and abandonment of 
the existing septic systems. Connection fees are included in the funding request. 

Costs: Total project cost: $14,700,000 (Design, permitting, & construction) 
Pasco County share: $0 
FDEP share: $14,700,000 ($2,940,000 in FY26 and $11,760,000 anticipated to be 
requested in future years) 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Spring Information: Benefitting spring: Weeki Wachee 

Medium 

Yes Benefitting spring is an OFS? 

Yes Project located within the BMAP? 

No Project located within the PFA? 

The spring is approximately 7.6 miles from the project location.

Project Benefit: 
Low 

The benefit of this project will be the reduction of pollutant loads by an estimated 
767 lbs/yr of TN. The benefit calculationmethodology deviates from the FDEP 
guidance. 

Cost Effectiveness: 
Low The estimated cost for this project is $639/lb TN. 

Related Strategies: 

High 

No Project is listed in the BMAP list of projects or is anticipated to be 
listed in the BMAP in the next update? 

Yes Benefitting spring has an MFL? 

No Project is part of a specific water quality or water quantity 
improvement plan? 

Local Match: 
Low The project does not include a local match. 

Project Readiness: 
Medium Design is ongoing or will start before Dec 31 of the fiscal year funding is being 

requested. 
OVERALL RANKING 

Low 

          

FUNDING 

Funding Source Prior 

                

FY2026 Future Total

FDEP $  - $  2,940,000 $ 11,760,000      $  14,700,000 
               Total $  -          $ 2,940,000         

FDEP Springs Funding Final Evaluations | 5 | 20

$  11,760,000 $ 14,700,000 
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Item 2.2 
CONSENT AGENDA 
April 22, 2025 
Resource Management Committee: Approve the Highlands Hammock Watershed Management 
Plan Floodplain Information for Regulatory Use and to Update Flood Insurance Rate Maps in 
Highlands County (Q181) 

Purpose 
Request the Board’s approval to use the Highlands Hammock Watershed Management Plan 
(WMP) floodplain information for regulatory purposes and to update Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRMs) in Highlands County (County). The WMP evaluates the capacity of the watershed 
in achieving flood protection primarily through computer modeling. The watershed model and 
floodplain information have gone through the District’s process that includes internal review and external 
peer review by experienced licensed professional engineers. The WMP floodplain information serves 
as the basis for updating the FIRMs for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 
The County may coordinate with FEMA to produce the preliminary FIRMs at a future date. This 
coordination may include additional public meetings to present the preliminary floodplain 
information, provide an opportunity for additional comments, and incorporate this information into 
FEMA’s mapping specifications. 

Background/History 
Flood protection and floodplain information have been a priority at the District since the inception of 
the organization. To improve the floodplain information, the District has partnered with local 
governments more than two decades to develop regional scale flood routing models to identify 
flood prone areas, improve local government’s understanding of their flood protection level 
of service, and plan for implementation projects to reduce flood risk. Since November 
2008, District staff have obtained Governing Board approval to use WMP floodplain information 
for updating FIRMs for 106 watersheds throughout the District. Implementing the Environmental 
Resource Permitting (ERP) program using WMP floodplain information to maintain current levels of 
flood protection is identified as a strategic initiative in the District’s Strategic Plan 2025-2029. 
Upon the Governing Board’s approval, WMP floodplain information for these watersheds is 
typically used as best information available by the ERP program. 

Floodplain information for the Highlands Hammock watershed was prepared by a District hired 
consultant DRMP, Inc., Engineering Firm of Record, reviewed by the District and then reviewed by the 
District’s independent peer review consultant, JMT, Inc. Floodplain information for the watershed was 
presented for public review and comment through a virtual public outreach initiative from September 27, 
2024 to November 11, 2024. During the outreach period, the District received approximately 47 unique 
comments. This data was used to make model refinements where appropriate. The watershed model 
and preliminary floodplain data reasonably reflect recent significant storm events and currently represent 
most accurate floodplain information available for the watershed. 

Staff Recommendation: 
Approve use of the Highlands Hammock Watershed Management Plan floodplain information 
for best information available by the District ERP program and to update Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps in Highlands County. 

Presenter: 
Terese Power, P.E., CFM, Manager, Engineering and Project Management Bureau
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Item 2.3 
CONSENT AGENDA
April 22, 2025
Resource Management Committee: North Hillsborough Aquifer Recharge Program (NHARP) 
Phase 2 (Q064) – Scope and Cost Revision 

Purpose 
The purpose of this item is to request Governing Board approval to revise the scope of work and cost for 
the Hillsborough County North Hillsborough Aquifer Recharge Program (NHARP) Phase 2 (Q064) 
cooperative funding project. 

Background/History 
The NHARP Phase 2 project is a feasibility study that includes the construction and testing of three 
exploratory wells to evaluate recharge locations as part of Hillsborough County’s Northwest Hillsborough 
Aquifer Recharge Program. When completed, the study will aid in the determination of the 
hydrogeological characteristics and water quality of the targeted Avon Park Formation of the Upper 
Floridan aquifer, as well as the approximate depth of the base of the underground source of drinking 
water (USDW) in the general vicinity of northwest Hillsborough County (County).  

The Governing Board approved funding for this project for fiscal year 2020 and the District entered into a 
Cooperative Funding Agreement with Hillsborough County in October 2020. The total project cost was 
$1,500,000 with the District’s share at 50 percent, or $750,000. 

The County has requested to reduce the number of exploratory wells included in the original scope of 
work. The County has successfully drilled one exploratory well and has entered into an interlocal 
agreement with the Hillsborough County School Board to secure a suitable location for the second 
exploratory well. Drilling activities for the second exploratory well are expected to begin in August 2025 
and the County expects to have the construction completed by August 2026. At this time, due to 
difficulties with locating and securing a suitable third exploratory well site, the County requested to 
reduce the scope of work from three to two exploratory wells, which would result in a corresponding 
reduction in the District’s funding share.  

Benefits/Costs 
Information from this study will help determine the viability of expanding the use of reclaimed water for 
aquifer recharge to manage the rate of saltwater intrusion and aid in recovery of aquifer water levels in 
the Northern Tampa Bay Water Use Caution Area. Hydrogeological data obtained as part of the project 
with two exploratory wells will remain valuable information that will support selection of the recharge 
zone and aid in pursuing permits for future recharge wells, if determined to be feasible for a future 
project. 

The total initial Board approved project cost is $1,500,000 with the District’s share of funding at 50%, or 
$750,000. Given the County’s request, staff are recommending a reduction of the number of exploratory 
wells identified in the original project scope, from three to two wells, as well as to proportionally reduce 
the District’s funding share by $250,000, from $750,000 to $500,000.
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Staff Recommendation: 
Authorize staff to amend the Hillsborough County North Hillsborough Aquifer Recharge Program Phase 2 
(Q064) cooperative funding agreement to: 

1. Revise the number of exploratory wells from three to two. 
2. Reduce the District’s funding share from $750,000 to $500,000. 

Presenter: 
Jay Hoecker, PMP, Bureau Chief, Water Resources Bureau
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Item 2.4 
CONSENT AGENDA
April 22, 2025
Operations, Lands and Resource Monitoring Committee: First Amendment to Perpetual 
Conservation Easement, SWF Parcel No. 10-200-1144C (Lake County) 

Purpose 
Recommend the Governing Board approve the First Amendment to Perpetual Conservation Easement 
(Amendment), which incorporates the encumbrance of additional property into the existing Perpetual 
Conservation Easement identified as SWF Parcel No. 10-200-1144C (Conservation Easement), 
relocates a designated homesite within the Conservation Easement, and establishes a new homesite 
within the Conservation Easement. The Amendment is attached as Exhibit 1. A Location Map and a Site 
Map of the Conservation Easement are attached as Exhibits 2 and 3, respectively. 

Background/History 
In November of 1997, the Governing Board approved the purchase of a less than fee interest in 
approximately 991 acres of real property in Lake County, Florida (the Encumbered Property), and on 
January 30, 1998, the District closed on the purchase of the Conservation Easement from Claude O. 
Godwin, Donald G. Rhodes as Trustee u/t/d 12/6/93, and Reuben Joseph O’Berry aka Joseph O’Berry 
(the Original Owners) for the common purpose of conserving certain natural values and characteristics of 
the Encumbered Property. The Conservation Easement was recorded in Official Record Book 1580, 
Page 1854, in the Public Records of Lake County, Florida. A copy of the recorded Conservation 
Easement is attached as Exhibit 4.   

In connection with the Conservation Easement, a Baseline Natural Resource Inventory report (BNRI) 
was prepared by Environmental Consulting & Technology, Inc., which identified three (3) potential 
homesite locations on the Encumbered Property. A copy of the BNRI is attached as Exhibit 5. 

The Encumbered Property was subsequently sold by the Original Owners to Green Swamp Reserve, 
Inc. and James Modica (Current Owner). 

In February 2023, the Current Owner entered into a Vacant Land Contract (Contract) to sell a portion of 
the Encumbered Property to Arthur and Connie Raney. Pursuant to the Contract, the parties agreed to 
the relocation of one of the homesites designated in the BNRI (Homesite #3), consisting of approximately 
43 acres, to a different location within the Conservation Easement area being retained by the Current 
Owner, pending District approval. A request was subsequently made to the District by the Current Owner 
to amend the Conservation Easement in accordance with the Contract, relocating Homesite #3 and 
reducing the size to approximately 17 acres and establishing an additional homesite (Homesite #4), of 
approximately 11 acres. The reduction in size and relocation of Homesite #3 along with the addition of 
Homesite #4 provides a net gain of approximately 15 acres to the District. A map of the proposed 
relocation of Homesite #3 and the new Homesite #4 is attached as Exhibit 6. 

In exchange for the Current Owner’s request to relocate Homesite #3 and the addition of Homesite #4, 
the Current Owner will add certain additional property (Additional Property) to the Conservation 
Easement, subject to the same terms and conditions thereof.  

The Additional Property is comprised of 24 parcels and totals approximately 25 acres. A map of the 
Additional Property to be encumbered by the Conservation Easement is attached as Exhibit 7.
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Benefits/Costs 
The Additional Property, the relocation and reduced acreage of Homesite #3, and the addition 
of Homesite #4 result in the addition of approximately 40 acres to the current 
Conservation Easement. 

Staff Recommendation:
Approve the First Amendment to Perpetual Conservation Easement for the incorporation of the 
Additional Property into the Conservation Easement, the relocation of Homesite #3, and the 
establishment of a new Homesite #4 into the Conservation Easement. 
Approve and authorize the Chairman and Secretary of the Governing Board to execute the First 
Amendment to Perpetual Conservation Easement on behalf of the District. 
Designate the Additional Property to be incorporated into the Conservation Easement as having 
been acquired for conservation purposes; 
Authorize staff to make minor changes or corrections to conform documents or correct errors; any 
substantive changes will be subject to Governing Board review and approval; and 
Authorize staff to execute any other documents necessary to complete the transaction in 
accordance with the approved terms. 

Presenter: 
Ellen Morrison, Bureau Chief, Land Resources Bureau 
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Exhibit 1

Approved by Attorney: DJD   
SWF Parcel No. 10-200-1144C 

Prepared by and return to: 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 
2379 Broad Street 
Brooksville, FL 34604-6899  
Attn. Land Resources Bureau  

FIRST AMENDMENT TO PERPETUAL CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

This First Amendment to Perpetual Conservation Easement (First Amendment) is 
entered into this ______ day of __________________, 2025, by and between  the 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, a public corporation existing 
under Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, having an address of 2379 Broad Street, Brooksville, 
Florida 34604, hereinafter referred to as the District, and James V. Modica, whose address is 
10650 Arrowtree Blvd., Clermont, Florida 34715, Green Swamp Reserve, Inc., a Florida 
corporation, whose address is 10650 Arrowtree Boulevard, Clermont, Florida 34715 hereinafter 
referred to as Fee Owner 1, and Arthur V. Raney, Jr., Trustee of the Arthur V. Raney, Jr. Family 
Trust dated January 16, 2006, as amended as to a 50% interest and Connie J. Raney, Trustee 
of the Connie J. Raney Family Trust dated January 16, 2006, as amended as to a 50% interest, 
whose address is P.O. Box 686, Groveland, Florida 34736, hereinafter referred to as Fee Owner 
2, and collectively referred to as the Parties and each singularly a Party. 

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, the District owns that certain Perpetual Conservation Easement 
(Conservation Easement) for its benefit as recorded in Official Record Book 1580 Page 1854, of 
the Public Records of Lake County Florida; and  

WHEREAS, Fee Owner 1 and Fee Owner 2 are the fee simple owners of the property 
encumbered by said Conservation Easement; and  

WHEREAS, Fee Owner 1 wishes to relocate Homesite No. 3 as described in the District’s 
Baseline Natural Resource Inventory Report (BNRI) dated January 1998 to another location within 
the Conservation Easement area; and  

WHEREAS, Fee Owner 1 also wishes to establish an additional homesite on the 
Conservation Easement (Homesite No. 4); and 

WHEREAS, Fee Owner 1 owns additional parcels which are not encumbered by the 
Conservation Easement (“Additional Property”); and 

WHEREAS, the Parties have agreed to encumber the Additional Property under the 
Conservation Easement, to relocate Homesite No. 3 to a designated site within the Conservation 
Easement, and to establish Homesite No. 4 within the Conservation Easement. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the above recitals and the mutual covenants, 
terms, conditions, and restrictions contained herein, the Parties hereby amend the Conservation 
Easement as follows: 
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2 
 

 
 
1. Recitals. The above “WHEREAS” clauses are true and correct and, by this 

reference, are incorporated into and made a part of this First Amendment. 
 
2. The Additional Property as identified in Exhibit A attached hereto and made a part 

hereof will be encumbered subject to the same terms, conditions, and restrictions as contained in 
the Conservation Easement. 

 
3. Homesite No. 3 will be relocated, and Homesite No. 4 will be established within 

the Conservation Easement as set forth on Exhibit B attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
 4. Covenant Running with the Land. The covenants, terms, conditions, and 

restrictions of the Conservation Easement, as amended by this First Amendment, shall be binding 
upon, and insure to the benefit of, the parties hereto and their respective personal representatives, 
heirs, successors, and assigns and shall continue as a servitude running in perpetuity. 

   
5. Conflict. In the event of a conflict between the terms of this First Amendment and 

the Conservation Easement, the terms of the First Amendment shall prevail. 
  

6. Duration.  The rights conveyed in this First Amendment shall be perpetual and 
shall not be extinguishable by any method in Chapter 712, Florida Statutes. 

 
7. All Other Terms Remain the Same. Except as expressly modified in this First 

Amendment, all other terms of the Conservation Easement shall continue in full force and effect, 
and District and the Parties hereby ratify and affirm all of their respective rights and obligations 
under the Conservation Easement, as amended by this First Amendment. 
 

 

 

 

 

[Remainder of page Intentionally left blank, attestations on following page] 
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ATTACHMENT 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
PARCEL E 

The North 1/2 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section -27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East, 
Lake County, Florida: 

LESS AND EXCEPT: 

Th"e West 1/8 of the East 4/5 of the North 1/4 of the West 1/2 of the North 1/2. of the Northeast 1/4 of Sectioo 27. Township 
23 South. Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida. 

Parcel 692 Lying in Section 27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida. Being the West 1/2. of the East 1/5 
of the North 1/4 of the West 1/2. of the North 1/2. of the North 1/4. 

Lying in Section 27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida. Being the West 1/13 of the East 4/5 of the North 
1/2 of the South 1/2. of the South 1/2. of the West 1/2. of the North 1/2 of the Northeast 1/4. 

Lying in Section 27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida. Being the West 1/2. of the East 1/5 of the South 
1/4 of the West 1/2 of the North 1/2.of the Northeast 1/4. 

Lying in Section 27. Township 23 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida. Being the West 1/4 of the East 2/5 of the North 
1/2. of the South 1/2. of the East 1/2. of the North 1/2. of the Northeast 1/4. 

Lying in Section 27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida. Being the West 1/5 of the East 1/2. of the North 
1/4 of the East 1/2. of.the North 1/2. of the Northeast 1/4. 

Parcel 739 lying in Section 27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida. Being the West lf.l of the East 
9/10 of the North 1/2 of the South 1/2 of the West 1[2 of the North 1/2 of the Northeast 1/4. 

Parcel 722 lying in Section 27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida. Being the West 1/2 of the East 1/5 
of the North 1/2. of the South 1/2. of the East 1(2 of the North 1/2. of the Northeast 1/4. 

Parcef 750 lying in Section .27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida . Being the East 1/10 of the South 
1/4 of the West 1/2 of the North 1/2. of the Northeast 1/4. 

Paree! 719 lying in Section 27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East, Lake County, Florida. Being the West 1(2 of the East 1/5 
of the South 1(2_ of the North 1/2 of the East 1(2 of the North 1/2. of the Northeast 1/4. 

Parcel 727 lying in Section 27, Township 23 South, Range 24 East. Lake County, Florida. Being the West 1/7 of the East 
7/10 of the North 1/2. of the South 1/2 of the East 1/2. of the North 1/2. of the Northeast 1/4. 

Lot 687 The.West 1/7 of the East 7/l.O of the North 1/4 of the North 1/2 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 27, Township 23 
South, Range 24 East. Lake County. Florida. 

lot 738 The East 1/3 of the West 3/l.O of the North 1/2 of the South 1/2 of the North 1/2 of the Northeast 1/4. of Section 27. 
Township 23 South. Range 24 East. Lake County. Florida . 
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Exhibit 7 
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Item 2.5 
CONSENT AGENDA 
April 22, 2025 
Operations, Lands and Resource Monitoring Committee: Right of First Refusal – Perpetual 
Conservation Easement, SWF Parcel No. 10-200-1144C (Lake County) 

Purpose 
Recommend the Governing Board decline the right of first refusal to purchase the remainder fee simple 
interest over certain parcels located in SWF Parcel No. 10-200-1144C which are encumbered by a 
perpetual conservation easement held by the District (Conservation Easement).  A copy of the 
Conservation Easement is attached as Exhibit 1 to this recap.  The Conservation Easement encumbers 
approximately 991 acres in Lake County within the District’s Green Swamp Wilderness Preserve Project, 
as shown on the attached location and site maps, Exhibits 2 and 3, respectively. 

Background and History 
The District identifies lands eligible for acquisition through the Board-approved Florida Forever Work 
Plan (Plan). The lands are identified in the Plan for either fee simple acquisitions or for the acquisition of 
less-than-fee interests, such as a conservation easement. Less-than-fee acquisitions consist of the 
purchase of certain rights, such as development rights, that are intended to ensure that natural systems 
and water resources remain in their existing state and protected in perpetuity. Acquisition of a 
conservation easement may include a “right of first refusal” to acquire the remainder fee interest in the 
encumbered property. This “right” is perpetual, running with the land, and remains in effect regardless of 
whether the District has declined a previous offer.  The Conservation Easement referenced herein 
contains such a “right of first refusal” (Right of First Refusal). 

The District originally acquired the Conservation Easement in January 1998 from Claude O. Godwin, 
Donald G. Rhodes, as Trustee, et al (Original Fee Owner).  In September 1998 the property encumbered 
by the Conservation Easement was sold by the Original Fee Owner to Green Swamp Reserve, Inc., 
James V. Modica, et al (Second Fee Owner), at which time the District declined to exercise the Right of 
First Refusal.   

In 2023, the Second Fee Owner notified the District of its intention to subdivide and sell approximately 
491.69 acres of the encumbered property, (Exhibit 4), pursuant to terms in the Conservation Easement. 
The District declined to exercise the Right of First Refusal and the property was subdivided and sold to 
Arthur and Connie Raney (Current Fee Owner). 

On March 13, 2025, the District received a notice of intent to sell the property from the Current Fee 
Owner (Exhibit 5). District staff has mapped all the parcels for sale, both encumbered and not 
encumbered, and evaluated the potential acquisition of the remainder fee interest, which map is attached 
as Exhibit 6.  District staff have determined that the Conservation Easement is adequate to protect the 
natural systems and water resource benefits, therefore exercise of the Right of First Refusal to acquire 
the underlying fee interest is not necessary. 

Benefit/Costs 
The terms and conditions of the Conservation Easement are adequate to protect the water resources of 
the property. The benefits of acquiring the remainder fee simple interest would be minimal. 
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Staff Recommendation: 
Decline the right of first refusal to purchase the remainder fee simple interest for SWF Parcel No. 
10-200-1144C that is subject to a District conservation easement; and 
Authorize the Executive Director to execute the necessary documents to decline the first right of 
refusal on SWF Parcel No. 10-200-1144C. 

Presenter: 
Ellen Morrison, Bureau Chief, Land Resources Bureau
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Exhibit 1 

98 07287 

SWF Parcel No. 10-200-l 144C 
Approved by AttorneyCL,;CJ--. REc l o I . oo REc~veo FOR 

rF , 3 ,oo EJGCIS£ TAXES 

MORT.80C ___ .......,,,---~~~ 
o~sooc B6j 5.-ZO 
INT 
JAM-ES_c:._· -W--Al""K..,..IN..,..S.-=Ell~6R=:-:-K :-::LAK:-:-::E::-:c==o. FL 

BY D.C. i1 
PERPETUAL CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

This Indenture, made and entered into this :3 (;) day of ...:T /9 A/ , 
1991, by and between Claude 0. Godwin, Donald G. Rhodes as Trustee u/t/d 12/6/93, and Reuben 
Joseph O'Berry a/k/a Joseph O'Berry, whose address is Post Office Box 6523, Titusville, Florida 
32782, hereinafter referred to as "the Granters", and the Southwest Florida Water Management 
District, a public corporation created by Chapter 61-691, Laws of Florida, as amen~, whos~ 
address is 2379 Broad Street, Brooksville, Florida 34609-6899, hereinafter referred ~th~ 
Gr antee II . . ,.'CJ ~ :-~ r.: r"v :.\ 

WITNESSETH: <.D 
i . '\ 0 
.. • ..... 

Whereas, the Grantors are the owners in fee simple of certain real property lying/add bein~f 
situated in Lake County, Florida, more specifically described in Exhibit 11 A11 

, attached ~rpto ancL.; 
incorporated herein by reference, hereinafter referred to as "the protected property"; ant ' c::> 

Whereas, the Grantors and the Grantee mutually recognize the natural, scenic and special 
character of the protected property and have the common purpose of conserving certain natural 
values and character of the protected property by conveyance to the Grantee of a Perpetual 
Conservation Easement on, over and across the protected property, which shall conserve the value, 
character, ecological integrity and hydrological integrity of the protected property, conserve and 
protect the animal and plant populations on the protected property, and prohibit certain further 
development activity on the protected property. 

Now, Therefore, the Grantors, in consideration often dollars and no cents ($10.00), and other 
good and valuable consideration in hand paid by the Grantee to the Granto rs, the receipt of which is 
hereby acknowledged, do hereby grant, bargain, sell and convey to the Grantee and its successors and 
assigns a Perpetual Conservation Easement on, over and across the protected property for the 
purposes as set forth above, and pursuant to Section 704.06, Florida Statutes. 

~ i )
~,ER. I) 14µ l7 0 TITLL= 

(,, IS- LAI .;r C r-r-1.:R6t1A/ 

-e R "" Its V l L t...c F c._ 
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io~;~1580 r~cE1B55 
I. PROHIBITED/RESTRICTED USES 

The Grantors hereby restrict the use of the protected property as follows: 

1. Construction. There shall be no further construction of or the placing of new buildings, 
roads, signs, billboards or other advertising, or other structures on or above the ground, 
except that the Granters shall have the right to maintain any and all existing buildings, roads, 
fences, fish ponds and drainage ditches in an attractive and usable condition without the 
consent of the Grantee, subject to obtaining all consent or permits lawfully required therefore. 
However, the construction or operation of barns, fences or other buildings necessary to 
agricultural activities is permitted. One existing single family home is acceptable. Two future 
single family homes can be constructed on the protected property provided they are located 
on that portion of the protected property as identified on the base-line natural resources 
inventory. 

2. Dumping. Except as provided by law, there shall be no dumping or placing of soil, 
trash, solid or liquid waste (including sludge), or unsightly, offensive, or hazardous materials, 
wastes or substances, toxic wastes or substances, pollutants or contaminants, including but 
not limited to those as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. 
Section 6901-6991 or the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 9601-9674, as amended by the Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act of 1986, or any Florida Statute defining hazardous materials, wastes or 
substances, toxic wastes or substances, pollutants or contaminants (hereinafter collectively 
referred to as "Contaminants11 

) on the protected property. However, this provision shall not 
be construed to prevent the deposit of household waste or animal waste generated on the 
protected property. 

3. Exotics. There shall be no planting of nuisance exotic or non-native plants as listed by the . 
Exotic Pest Plant Council (EPPC), except bahia pasture grasses approved for domestic use. 
There shall be management and control of any occurrence of nuisance exotic or non-native 
plants to the degree practical Management and control applies to the following unless others 
are observed during monitoring events: Brazilian Pepper, Melaleuca, Japanese and Old World 
Climbing Fern, Skunk Vine, Tropical Soda Apple, Cogon Grass, Torpedo Grass, Australian 
Pine, Water Hyacinth, Hydrilla, Air Potato, Chinese Tallow, Water Lettuce and Kudzu. 

4. Pesticides/Herbicides. Pesticides or herbicides must be applied according to Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) if applicable or in their absence in accordance with current 
label instructions. 

5.  Fertilizer. Shall be applied as a maximum according to Best Management Practices 
(BMPs). 
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3o~~: 1580 P~GE1856 
6. Mining. There shall be no exploration for or extraction of oil or gas, mining, excavation, 
dredging, or removal of sand, loam, peat, gravel, rock, soil, or other material, except as 
provided in paragraph 1. 

7. Endangered Species. There shall be no adverse impacts to threatened or endangered 
species. 

8. Archaeological, Cultural or Historical Sites. There shall be no intentional destruction 
or damage to any sites of archaeological, cultural or historical significance, when any such 
sites have been specifically identified as such to Granters by any United States or State of 
Florida agency, unless authorized or approved by the appropriate officials of the State of 
Florida having jurisdiction thereover. 

II. RIGHTS RESERVED TO Grantors 
(Rights not specifically reserved herein are not allowed) 

Granters reserve in perpetuity, and reserve for their successors and assigns in perpetuity, the 
following reserved rights, which may be exercised at any time (subject to any notice 
requirements set forth below): 

1. Sale of Protected Property. Granters shall have the right to sell, rent or mortgage the 
protected property provided that the protected property is not divided into more than two 
parcels. Any sale of a fractional interest will not be prohibited by this paragraph. Any such 
interest granted subsequent to this document shall be secondary to this Perpetual 
Conservation Easement. Grantors and Grantee agree that the sale of approximately 
thirty-five (35) acres described as SE 1/4 of NW 1/4 of Section 23-23-24 will not be 
counted as a division of the protected property. 

2.  Existing Agricultural Areas. Areas currently improved for agricultural activities, or cattle 
operation as established by a base-line natural resources inventory can continue to be used for 
these existing activities or converted to other agricultural activities. Lands that are 
established by the base-line natural resources inventory as being native range must remain 
native range and lands that are established as natural lands must remain natural lands. 

a.  Other Agricultural Activities. Permitted agricultural activities shall be in 
accordance with Best Management Practices (BMPs) and include the following: 

1)  livestock/farm animals (not to include commercial pig, poultry or dairy 
farming). 

2) vegetable farming 

3) watermelon farming on a rotational basis 
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3.  Silviculture. Grantors shall have the right to conduct commercial forestry operations 
(silviculture) in accordance with Best Management Practices (BMPs) on the protected 
property, subject to the below conditions and restrictions: 

a. Upland Harvesting. Uplands shall be defined as those areas of the protected 
property that are not considered wetlands interpreted from aerial photography and 
established by the base-line inventory. The aerial photographs which shall be used as 
the reference basis shall be maintained at the Grantee's headquarters office and are 
comprised of the following: 

1994 Lake County, Section 22, 23, 24, 25 and 27 

Selective pine harvesting by Grantors is permitted. After such pine harvesting, the 
remaining stand shall retain at a minimum approximately 25 square feet of basal area 
per acre and the leave trees shall be chosen from the population of the dominant and 
the codominant. 

b. Pine Plantation Harvesting. Providing there is no introduction of "off-site" 
species, harvesting and replanting can continue by following Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) in upland areas identified as currently improved in the base-line 
inventory. 

c.  Wetland Harvesting. Wetlands shall be defined as those areas of the protected 
property not identified as Uplands and interpreted from aerial photography and 
established by the base-line inventory. There shall be no harvesting in Wetlands. 

4.  Cattle Operation. Grantors shall retain the right to maintain a cattle operation as 
determined by the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). This determination shall establish the number of acres of existing improved 
pasture and native range and the number of animal units that are acceptable. An animal unit 
will be defined by the NRCS. The cattle will have access to the entire protected property. 
The NRCS detennination shall be maintained at the Grantee's headquarters office. The 
carrying capacity in animal units may be changed only by written agreement executed by 
Grantors and Grantee after consultation with NRCS. 

5.  Sod Operation. Grantors shall retain the right to harvest bahia sod only from the upland 
portions of the protected property which are improved pasture as of the date of execution of 
this Conservation Easement; provided, however, that the Grantors may harvest no more than 
25% of the presently improved pasture per calendar year; and provided further that Grantors 
shall adhere to currently existing BMPs, especially as to fertilizer use. 
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6.  Hunting and Fishing. Grantors retain hunting and fishing rights. Any lease of these 
rights shall be contingent upon Grantors providing Grantee with a wildlife management plan 
consistent with Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission guidelines. 

7. Quiet Use and Enjoyment. Grantors retain all rights to use the protected property for 
personal use not inconsistent with any other provisions of this document. 

ID. General Provisions. 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) as referenced throughout this document are 
considered to include those practices currently approved by any or all of the following: 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission 
Florida Forest Stewardship Program 
University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) 

Grantors grant unto Grantee and its successors and assigns this Perpetual Conservation 
Easement to have and to hold in perpetuity. 

The Grantors agree to make timely payment of all ad valorem taxes on the fee of the 
protected property as long as the Granters retain fee simple title to the land. 

The Granters agree to indemnify and save the Grantee harmless from any and all liability, loss, 
damage, expense, judgment or claim (including attorneys' fees) arising out of any negligent 
or willful action or activity resulting from the Granters' use and ownership of or activities on 
the protected property granted herein. The Grantee shall be responsible for any negligent or 
willful action or activity by the Grantee while on the protected property. 

The Granters hereby grant to the Grantee a "First Right of Refusal" to purchase the protected 
property, or any interest in the protected property, which Granters hereafter wish to sell. The 
Granters shall notify the Grantee in writing of the Grantors' intent to offer to sell the 
protected property, or any interest in it, to a third party purchaser. The Grantee shall have 
one-hundred twenty (120) days from receipt of such notification within which to provide the 
Grantee's written notice to the Granters of the Grantee's intention to purchase the protected 
property upon the same terms and conditions as said offer. Any closing of a sale from 
Granters to Grantee pursuant to this paragraph shall be done not later than sixty (60) days 
after the notice of Grantee's intent to purchase. This sixty (60) days is in addition to the one-
hundred twenty (120) day period just previously mentioned. If the Grantee notifies the 
Granters that the Grantee has decided not to purchase the protected property, or, in the event 
the Grantee fails to notify the Granters, within one-hundred twenty (120) days, ofits intent 
to purchase the protected property, then the Granters may sell the protected property to the 
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person named in the Grantors' notice. If the Grantors do not sell the protected property to 
said named person under the terms and conditions represented to the Grantee, then the 
Grantee shall have the same right-of-first-refusal before the Granters may accept an offer 
from another purchaser. This right-of-first-refusal shall apply to any voluntary or involuntary 
transfer of the protected property to any other entity, including a devise by wiU or intestacy; 
however, this right-of-first-refusal is not applicable to a transfer of the Granters' property by 
the Grantors to the Granters' spouse or lineal descendants or a transfer of a fractional 
interest. The parties specificaJly intend that this right-of-first-refusal shall be binding upon and 
inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and their heirs, executors, administrators, transferees, 
assigns and successors. The Granters also agree to notify the Grantee in writing whenever 
the Granters wish to sell the protected property and to offer to sell the protected property to 
the Grantee. Upon receipt of such notice, the Grantee shall have a forty-five (45) day period 
to provide notice to the Granters of the Grantee's intent to purchase. If the Grantee does not 
purchase the protected property for any reason, then the Granters may sell the protected 
property to anyone within a one-year period. If the Granters have not sold the protected 
property within one year; then the Grantee's right-of-first-refusal reattaches to the protected 
property. 

The Grantors shall assist the Grantee in the monitoring and enforcement of the terms and 
conditions hereof The Grantee and its agents, employees and assigns may enter upon, over 
and across the protected property at any reasonable time for the purpose of insuring 
compliance with the terms and conditions hereof so long as such entry does not interfere with 
the rights and uses of the protected property retained by the Grantors. 

The Grantee shall not have the right to aJlow the general public on the protected 
property at any time without the prior written consent of the Grantors. 

The terms and conditions hereof may be modified only by mutual agreement in writing 
by the Grantors and the Grantee. 

In the event of violation of the terms and conditions hereof, the Granters or the Grantee shall 
give written notice to the other party which shall have the right to cease or to cure the 
violation without penalty. If the party in violation does not cease or cure the violation within 
thirty (30) days after receipt of written notice from the other party, the terms and conditions 
hereof may be enforced by the Granto rs or by the Grantee by suit for injunctive relief or for 
other appropriate remedy in equity or at law. Venue for such suit shall be in the Circuit Court 
in and for Lake County, Florida, unless agreed otherwise by the parties. In the event of such 
suit, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover its reasonable attorney's fees and costs 
of suit, including on appeal. 

All disputes, claims and questions regarding the rights and obligations of the parties are 
subject to arbitration. In case of dispute, either party may make a demand for arbitration by 
filing such demand in writing with the other party. If the parties agree on a single individual 
selection, there shall be one arbitrator. If no agreement as to an arbitrator is reached within 
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thirty (30) days after demand for arbitration, there shall be three (3) arbitrators, one named 
in writing by the Grantor and the second by the Grantee within forty-five ( 45) days after 
demand for arbitration, and a third chosen by the two who are appointed. The single 
arbitrator's decision shall be binding; if there are three arbitrators, the decision of any two of 
them shall be binding. No one shall act as an arbitrator who in any way has a financial or 
ownership interest in the property. Should either party refuse or neglect to appoint an 
arbitrator or to furnish the arbitrators with any necessary papers or information, they are 
empowered by both parties to proceed ex parte. The decision of the arbitrators shall be a 
condition precedent to any right of legal action that either party may have against the other. 
The arbitrators shall fix their own compensation, unless otherwise agreed upon, and shall 
assess the costs and charges of the arbitration on either or both parties. 
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In Witness Whereof, the parties or their lawful representatives of the parties hereto have 
caused this Agreement to be executed the day and year first above written. 

Signed, sealed and delivered 
in the presence of: 

(Typed/Printed Name of Witness #I) 

JiL<L ~ e R.~&fe 
(Typed/Printed Name ofWi~ss #2) 
~/,j, f'd.(e- ft.07.e.6 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF 

, / z:::::::... 
L /9 f'(... c::::. 

Claude 0. Godwin; Grantor 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

-::z tJ The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ;/ day of ___ _ 
1998, by Claude 0. Godwin. He is personally known to me or has produced 

as identification. 

::r CU<..,/ __
______ _ 

(Seal) 

· 

1'/ameofNotary 

(Name of Notary typed, printed or stamped) 
Commission No. ---------My Commission Expires: ______ _ 
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LLt:~I-,~ 
{$ignature of itne~s # 
(Typed/Printed Name of Witness #2) 

:Mt Pf ~? '3-Y-S 'J. .,e., 

3o~i; 1580 f'AG£1B62 

:O--~ ~ ~,"'i"'~q12),M-(,-f3 

Donald G. Rhodes as Trustee u/t/d 12-6-93, 
Grantor 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATEOFFLORIDAV E 
COUNTY OF .....,t-__ ........ /1 __ ~---
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this '3t? day of ..:T # V 
1998, by Donald G. Rhodes as Trustee u/t/d 12-6-93. He is personally known to me or has produced 

, 
· as identification. 

d)Lq~~~d-
(Seal) 

Jfameornotary 
JOHN A. WANAT 

Notary Public - State of Flonda 
My Commission Expires Jul 16. 2001 

Commission ,t. CC664573 
.• 
. ' 

(Name of Notary typed, printed or stamped) 
Commission No. _________ _ 
My Commission Expires: ______ _ 
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(Typed/Printed Name of Witnes[,jl) 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF FLORf»A 
COUNTY OF _c:X'_..:..<.d,.(""""""'"""'G---

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this :r1-<?f day o~< , 
1998, by n. Reuben Joseph O'Berry a/k/a Joseph O'Berry. He is r,ersoH&lly  has 
produced P.L. -P'tJ/?tl - 2.!.t'- g ,, t,t.rf,,2 -,t? as identification. 

 

Name ofNotary 
(Seal) .... ~r~~:i;~ Barbara L. Hodges 

MY COMMISSION I C0657271 EXPIRES 
October 10, 2001 

BONOED THRU TRO'I FAIN INSIJRANCI:, INC. 

s:"Jf'·J;;.·1 } 

        -.,t,t o', "°~· 
' ' 11111' ' 

(.Name ofNotary typed, printed or stamped) 
Commission No. _________ _ 
My Commission Expires: ______ _ 
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0.11. 1580 r~GE1864 BOv~ 

Southwest Florida Water Management 
District, a t 

By: 
Fritz 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

ST A TE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF HERNANDO 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ).<.o ct-I day of jA,#a~fi{, 
1998, by Fritz H. Musselmann, Land Resources Director of the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District. He is personally known to me. 

(Seal) 
:AR 

MRMAHAGAN 
NOTARY PUBLIC Sf ATE OF FLORIDA 

COMMISSION NO. CC614273 
MY,C0~±11SSION EXP. AN. 16,2001 

This instrument prepared by and .~ed to : 
Wayne Alfieri, Deputy General Counsel 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 
2379 Broad Street 
Brooksville, Florida 34609-6899 

sonease\godwin.co3 r01·23·98 

(Name ofNotary typed, printed ors ed~ 
Commission No. C.. C.. (p I~ ;;;l. '? ""3 
My Commission Expires: ::r,9/\.I, 16. :)dO/ 

} 
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Exhibit 6 - Raney Parcels for Sale 
Green Swamp Wilderness Preserve - East Tract 

First Right of Refusal for SWF 10-200-1144C
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An Equal 
Opportun~y 

Employer 

Mlchalla Wllllamson 
Chair, Hillsborough 

John Mittan 
Vice Chair, Hernando, Marion 

Jack Bispham 
Secretary, Manatee 

Ashley Ball Barnett 
Treasurer, Polk 
Ed Annatrong 

Former Chair, Pinellas 
KallyS.Rlca 

Former Chair, Citrus, Lake, 
Levy, Sumter 

JoahGamblln 
DeSoto, Hardee, Highlands 

John Hall 
Polk 

James Holton 
Pinellas 

Dustin Rowland 
Pasco 

Robert Starn 
Hillsborough 

Nancy Watkins 
Hillsborough, Pinellas 

Brian J. Armstrong, P.G. 
Executive Director 

Southwest Florida 2379 Broad Street, Brooksville, Florida 34604-6899 

(352) 796-7211 or 1-800-423-1476 (FL only) 

WaterMatters.org 

------------
Bartow Office 
170 Century Boulevard 
Bartow, Florida 33830-7700 
(863) 534-1448 or 
1-800-492-7862 (FL only) 

..._____ 

Sarasota Office 
78 Sarasota Center Boulevard 
Sarasota, Florida 34240-9770 
(941) 377-3722 or 
1-800-320-3503 (FL only) 

Tampa Office 
7601 U.S. 301 North 
Tampa, Florida 33637-6759 
(813) 985-7481 or 
1-800-836-0797 (FL only) 

April 22, 2025 

Arthur and Connie Raney 
P.O. Box 696 
Groveland, Florida 34736 

Subject: Right of First Refusal – Perpetual Conservation Easement 
SWF Parcel No. 10-200-1144C 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Raney: 

The Southwest Florida Water Management District (District) acknowledges receipt of 
your notice of intent to sell property (Property) encumbered by a Perpetual 
Conservation Easement (Conservation Easement) held by the District, recorded in 
Official Record Book 1580, Page 1854, of the Lake County Public Records. Pursuant to 
the terms in Section III, General Provisions of the Conservation Easement, the District 
was granted the Right of First Refusal to purchase the underlying fee interest in the 
Property when noticed with an intent to sell same. 

The District’s Governing Board considered the Right of First Refusal at its April 22, 
2025, meeting and voted to decline the acquisition of the underlying fee interest in the 
Property in accordance with the terms of the Conservation Easement. This letter is 
intended to serve as formal notice of the District’s decision to decline the Right of First 
Refusal to purchase the underlying fee interest in the Property. 

We look forward to continuing our relationship with the new property owner. Should you 
have any questions or require further assistance with this matter, please contact Mike 
Singer at 352-269-6934. 

Sincerely, 

Brian J. Armstrong, P.G. 
Executive Director 

BJA:amm 
cc: Ellen Morrison, Bureau Chief, Land Resources Bureau 

Brian Starford, Division Director, Operations, Lands and Resource Monitoring 
Mike Singer, Real Estate Services Manager
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INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE SOUTH FLORIDA WATER 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AND THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER 

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT FOR DESIGNATION OF REGULATORY 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE PERMIT FOR THE 36” 

RAW WATER PIPELINE IN CHARLOTTE AND LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

THIS INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT ("Agreement") is made and entered into by and 
between the SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (“SFWMD”) and the 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (“SWFWMD”). 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2025, the City of Cape Coral requested the SWFWMD to 
process an environmental resource permit for the proposed 36” RAW Water Pipeline located along 
US 41 in Charlotte and Lee County, as depicted on the map attached hereto as Exhibit A ("Project"); 
and 

WHEREAS, the Project crosses the jurisdictional boundaries of the SWFWMD in Charlotte 
County and the SFWMD in Lee County, with the water source and the Reservoir Pump Station for 
the pipeline being located within the jurisdictional boundary of the SWFWMD in Charlotte County; 
and 

WHEREAS, Subsection 373.046(6), Florida Statutes, (Fla. Stat.”), authorizes a water 
management district to designate, via an interagency agreement, regulatory responsibility to another 
water management district when the geographic area of the project or local government crosses the 
jurisdictional boundaries of another water management district; and 

WHEREAS, the designation of SWFWMD as the water management district with Part IV, 
Chapter 373, Fla. Stat., regulatory responsibility for the Project would allow for more efficient 
processing of permit applications under that part as the water source and the Reservoir Pump Station 
for the pipeline are located within the jurisdictional boundaries of the SWFWMD; and 

WHEREAS, the SFWMD and the SWFWMD desire to designate the SWFWMD as the water 
management district with Part IV, Chapter 373, Fla. Stat., regulatory responsibility for the proposed 
Project located within the jurisdictional boundaries of SFWMD in Lee County, pursuant to Part IV, 
Chapter 373, Fla. Stat., more specifically identified in Exhibit A.
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NOW THEREFORE, the SFWMD and the SWFWMD, under the authority of Subsection 
373.046(6), Fla. Stat., hereby agree as follows: 

1. The SWFWMD is designated as the water management district that will have regulatory 
responsibilities under Part IV of Chapter 373, Fla. Stat., for those activities located in the area on 
Exhibit A, which is incorporated by reference herein. Such regulatory responsibilities shall include 
receiving, processing, and taking final agency action on environmental resource permit 
applications or modifications thereof, located in the area on Exhibit A, and taking any compliance 
and enforcement action with regard to such permit(s). 

2. This Agreement will commence upon execution by all parties and will remain in effect until either 
party terminates such Agreement for its convenience upon ninety (90) days written notice to the 
other party. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each party, or its lawful representative, has executed this Agreement 
on the date set forth next to their signature below. 

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

By: _______________________
Name: 
Title: 

Date: _____________________

(Seal) 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

By: _______________________
Michelle Williamson 
Chair 

Date: _____________________

(Seal)
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