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e-Resource is a monthly electronic
communiqué designed to keep you apprised 

of the community and legislative activities 
undertaken by the Southwest Florida Water 

Management District and provide up-to-date 
information on important water issues. 

Southwest Florida Water Management District

The West-Central Florida Water Restoration Action Plan
(WRAP) is an eight-county regional response led by the
Southwest Florida Water Management District (District) to
provide environmental restoration along with sustainable
water supplies. Representative Mike Grant, House sponsor of 
HB 1415, recently presented the WRAP legislation to the 
House Environmental Protection Committee. He described the 
need for this codification legislation and asked for the 
committee's approval.

The legislation related to the District’s WRAP is intended to 
enhance the visibility and long-term viability of the program by 
incorporating the program into statute. In addition to outlining 
the components of the plan, the legislation would require the 
District to annually report on the progress of the program.

The bill passed the committee unanimously and will next be 
heard in the House Environment and Natural Resources 
Council. The companion bill, SB 2580, filed by Senator J.D. 
Alexander, passed the Senate Environmental Preservation and 
Conservation Committee unanimously. There are a number of 
cosponsors on both bills, including Representatives Attkisson, 
Bowen, Fitzgerald, Galvano, Glorioso, Holder, Kreegel, 

McKeel, Reagan and Traviesa,  and Senators Aronberg, 
Bennett, Carlton and Storms.

The District has also secured support for the WRAP from local 
government, chambers of commerce and organizations. The 
support list includes:

WRAP Legislation Moving Forward

State Update
Additional Budget Reductions Taken
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The Legislature passed House Bill 
7009 that further reduces the 2007–08 
budget by approximately $500 
million. This is due to revenue 
shortfalls and is in addition to a 
reduction of $1.5 billion during 
Special Session last year. Addition-
ally, state agencies began presenting 
additional reductions to legislative 
committees in anticipation of the fact 
that the 2008–09 budget of $70 
billion will need to be reduced by 
approximately $3.8 billion. The 
Legislature has requested state 
agencies take a 10 percent cut. The 
proposal from the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
included a $43 million reduction in 

general revenue through fund shifts 
and program cuts.

The House Environment and Natural 
Resources Council recommended a 
number of trust fund cuts that would 
impact water management districts. 
The council was tasked with cutting 
approximately $210 million from its 
proposed budget. To that end, the 
following recommendations relating 
to the DEP and the water manage-
ment districts were adopted:
• Sweeping the entire Water Protec-

tion and Sustainability Trust Fund 
to general revenue (less $18 million 
for total maximum daily load 
projects) — sunset after five years

• Not funding Florida Forever for the 
upcoming year (except for the bond 
debt — $30 million)

• Reducing $30 million from the 
Water Management Lands Trust 
Fund — sunset after five years

Conversely, the Senate General 
Government Appropriations Commit-
tee also moved forward with their 
budget recommendations and kept all 
three of these programs intact and 
fully funded. 

• Audubon Society 

• Charlotte County Chamber of 
Commerce

• Department of Environmental 
Protection

• Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer 
Services

• Florida Farm Bureau

• Florida Fruit and Vegetable 
Association  

• Hardee County Economic 
Development Council

• Manasota League of Cities

• Manatee County Chamber of 
Commerce

• North Port Chamber of 
Commerce

• Peace River/Manasota 
Regional Water Supply 
Authority

• Peace River Valley Citrus 
Growers Association

• Polk County
• Polk County Builders 

Association
• Greater Sarasota Chamber of 

Commerce
• Sarasota County Economic 

Development Corporation
• Tampa Bay Partnership
• Tampa Bay Wholesale 

Growers Association
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The District does not discriminate based on disability. 
Anyone requiring reasonable accommodation under 

the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact 
the Community and Legislative Affairs Department at 

(352) 796-7211 or 1-800-423-1476 (FL only). 

Southwest Florida Water Management District

District Governing Board and Basin Board Members
Tour Peace River Facility

Legislative Sunset Committee Recommends No Substantive Changes 
to Water Management Districts

The Joint Legislative Sunset Committee has held multiple 
meetings to discuss water management district governance. 
Several motions have been proposed and discussed, but not 
passed. One motion was with regard to water management 
districts’ fiscal year. Water management districts are on the 
same fiscal year as local governments, October 1 through 
September 30. The committee voted not to change the fiscal 
year to coincide with the state fiscal year but did make a 
recommendation that the Districts submit tentative budgets to 
the Legislature by February 15 each year. These would be 
nonbinding budget submittals.

After much debate, the committee also voted against elected 
Governing Board members. Senator Don Gaetz (Ft. Walton 
Beach) made a motion to elect water management district 
Governing Board members. In the case of this District, his 

motion was to have seven members elected from geographic 
boundaries and six members at-large. That recommendation 
failed.

The committee also passed a recommendation stating that the 
Legislature could direct the water management districts to 
periodically assess the costs and benefits of their Basin Boards 
to ensure that the Boards provide adequate value to justify 
their continued existence and taxpayers support.

The final recommendation was to eliminate the Citrus/
Hernando Waterways, Lake Panasoffkee, Ocklawaha River 
and Harris Chain of Lakes restoration councils. However, to 
move any of these recommendations forward, both the Senate 
and House would have to include them in legislation.

In March, Governing Board and Basin 
Board members toured the Peace River/
Manasota Regional Water Supply 
Authority’s (PR/MRWSA) water 
treatment expansion construction site and 
the construction site of the new reservoir. 
It was a well-received tour and the Board 
members appreciated the opportunity to 
see a project in which they have invested 
substantial District funding.

The Regional Expansion Program will 
provide the resources needed to continue 
to supply the region with high-quality, 
sustainable drinking water. The expansion 
will also provide the PR/MRWSA with 
the ability to better integrate the region’s 
sources.

The Regional Expansion Project will 
include the following elements:
• The facility currently treats 24 million 

gallons of water per day (mgd). The 
expansion will provide the additional 
capacity to treat a total of 48 mgd. 

• A new offstream, aboveground 
reservoir will provide the PR/MRWSA 

with an additional 6 billion gallons of 
storage capacity. The reservoir will be 
located adjacent to the existing reservoir 
in southwest DeSoto County. This 
project includes restoration of the 
remaining RV Griffin Reserve owned 
by the District and managed by the 
PR/MRWSA.

• The intake structure from the river will 
be enlarged to draw the maximum river 
quantities allowed by the permit while 
still saving 95 percent or more for the 
Charlotte Harbor estuary. 

Through the District’s cooperative funding 
program, the PR/MRWSA has received 
roughly $60 million toward this important 
regional initiative. Additionally, the 
PR/MRWSA received a grant of 
$9 million from the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Fix leaking 
faucets and save 
several gallons to 

hundreds of 
gallons of water 

per day.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


